BEST OF
WYOMING
WILL BE
BACK ON
JULY 22ND

casper STARTRIBUNE
— p—— ——

BESTOF .
WYOMING

2026 AWARDS

Star“Tribune
CHOICE w

VOTING

COMING SOON!

VOTE FROM July 22 - August 12

Visit go.trib.com/bestof26 to vote for your favorite businesses!

IC A S P E&ﬂ' . I Wyoming’s News Source Founded in 1891

Bull rider Junior
Souza steals the
spotlight at Central
Wyoming Rodeo

SPORTS, B1

* READERS’

T -

~  Oneissue

- unites church
members:

' medical debt

| 360°

WHERE YOUR STORY LIVES -
Saturday, July 11, 2026 trib.com

LOCKED ouT NATRONA COUNTY

CHILDCARE CRISIS KEEPS 10K~ Sommissioners
WYOMING ADULTS ON THE SIDELINES  relocation approve

fire restrictions

Leaders discuss the
project’s new location,
fire restrictions and
county pay changes

=

HANNAH WARD
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The proposed Prometheus Hyper-
scale data center once again took center
stage Wednesday, as Natrona County
commissioners discussed its new loca-
tion before turning to wildfire precau-
tions, zoning requests and other county
business.

The meeting marked the board’s
first since Prometheus Hyperscale
announced plans tolocate its proposed
data center entirely within Natrona
County, a change commissioners
briefly discussed.

The Star-Tribune was the first to
report that the developer now plans
to locate its proposed data center in
Natrona County, rather than neigh-
boring Converse County, alongside
the project’s man camp and natural gas
generators. The change came after pub-

e AT i lic outcry over the previous potential
ANDREW TOWNE, STAR-TRIBUNE location north of I-25. _ _
Children from Wyoming Child and Family Development Head Start program take a walk in 2024. Many places in Wyoming are considered “Instead of being immediately adja-
to be childcare access deserts. cent and upwind to an important part
of our family’s ranch, it’s now roughly
two to two-and-a-half miles,” Commis-
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Families face limited childcare options as agencies work sioner Peter Nicolaysen said.
The last update county staff received
: from Prometheus Hyperscale was that
to expand access and strengthen the provider network B e e e ot
state, Development Director Sabrina
ALLISON ALLSOP can depend on where a family lives Childcare deserts are “any geog - Kemper said.
Casper Star-Tribune and what they can afford. Some raphy where the supply of licensed “I haven’t seen anything from them
Nearly 10,000 Wyoming adults communities face childcare des- child care is insufficient to meet yet... but at least from my perspective,
may be unable to return to work erts, while others struggle withthe demand,” according to the Wyo- they were willing to foot the bill for any
after having a child, not because rising cost of care. ming Department of Workforce expertise we thought necessary, regard-
they don’t want to, but because Now, agencies across the state  Services. less of the outcome,” Commissioner
they can’t find childcare. are working on solutions to close Casey Coates said.
Finding childcare in Wyoming the gap. Please see CHILDCARE, Page A5 Commissioner Dave North added

representatives from Prometheus
Hyperscale indicated they wanted to do
apresentation on the change inlocation
for the board in August if possible.

NATRONA COUNTY ELECTIONS In regular business

Candidates outline priorities, brace for potential property tax Cuts | restrictions or Nattons County, imit-

ing legal fires to campfires in established

: and pursuing improvements. reelection. fire rings, nighttime refuse burning,
HOp efl.llS empha81zed During a forum on Wednesday evening,  Also running for a county position is charcoal fires in enclosed grills, electric
efﬁciency and protecting six candidates discussed lessons from their current Sheriff John Harlan, who is seeking arc welding and portable stoves.
. respective offices, property tax funding reelectionbut wasnot present at the forum. All fires must have a 15-foot cleared
core services challenges and future goals in front of a  Hosted by the Natrona County Republican radius.
sparse crowd. Women and the Natrona County Republican The board also heard an update from
HANNAH WARD In attendance were Natrona County Party, Politics in the Park will resume next Natrona County Fire Protection District
Casper Star-Tribune Clerk Tracy Good, Clerk of District Court Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. with Republican Chief Howard Oden and Fire Marshal
With all seven Natrona County elected Jill Kiester, Chief Deputy Treasurer Heather candidates for Senate Districts 27 and 29 as Chris Cody about why the department
positions on the ballot this year — eachrace Bryan, District Attorney DanItzen, Assessor well as state treasurer and auditor. needs $30,000 allocated for inspections.
unopposed — all candidates agreed on the Tammy Saulsbury and Coroner Jim Whipps.
importance of streamlining county services All except Bryan are incumbents seeking Please see CANDIDATES, Page A5 Please see DATA CENTER, Page A5
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