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AMBER ARNOLD, STATE JOURNAL

Madison plans to buy vacant land along Dempsey Road in the Royster Corners redevelopment, above, and other empty parts of the former
Royster-Clark fertilizer plant site on Madison’s East Side so they can be developed.

17 properties sought for
unfinished neighborhood

Plans for 33-acre
site are likely to
include multiple
housing types

NICOLE POLLACK
npollack@madison.com

The city of Madison plans
to buy 17 properties near Pin-
ney Library on the East Side to
complete a partially developed
neighborhood that was proposed
well over a decade ago.

The Royster Corners redevel-
opment brought single-fam-
ily homes, multiple apartment
buildings and a new public
library facility to the site of the
former Royster-Clark fertilizer
plant along Cottage Grove Road.

Land city plans to acquire
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Cottage Grove Road

But parts of the redevelop-
ment, which Ruedebusch Devel -
opment and Construction said
years ago would see the 33-acre

©Mapcreator.io | OSM.org, Lee Enterprises graphic

site transformed into a mixed-
use community, still haven’t
materialized.

A resolution

set to Dbe

introduced at Tuesday’s City
Council meeting would autho-
rize the city to pay $5.2 million
to Ruedebusch for vacant prop-
erties on Cottage Grove Road,
Pinney Street, Sargent Street,
Olbrich Avenue, Royster Avenue
and Grand Oak Trail and spend
another $1 million to prepare the
land for redevelopment.

The city hasn’t decided
what it will do with each prop-
erty, but future development
plans will likely include mul-
tiple types of housing, said
Matt Wachter, director of the
Department of Planning, Com-
munity and Economic Develop-
ment and executive director of
Madison’s Community Devel-
opment Authority.

Please see ROYSTER, Page A7
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STATE OF THE UNION

House
sets for
Trump
address

LISA MASCARO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump will stand before
Congress on Tuesday to deliver
the annual State of the Union
addressto asuddenly transformed
nation.

After a year back in office,
Trump has executed ahead-spin-
ning agenda, upending priorities
at home, shattering alliances
abroad and challenging the
nation’s foundational system
of checks and balances. Federal
agentskilled two Americans while
they protested the Trump admin-
istration’s immigration raids and
mass deportations.

As the lawmakers sit in the
House chamber listening to
Trump’s agenda for the year
ahead, the moment is an existen-
tial one for the Congress, which
essentially became sidelined by
his expansive reach, the Republi-
can president bypassing his slim
GOP majority to amass enormous
power for himself.

“Tt’s crazy,” said Nancy Hen-
derson Korpi, aretiree in northern
Minnesota who joined an Indi-
visible protest group and plans to
watch the speech fromhome. “But
what is disturbing more to me is
that Congress has essentially just
handed over their power””

She said, “We could make some
sound decisions and changes if
Congress would do their job.”

The country is at a crossroads,
celebrating its 250th anniver-
sary while experiencing some
of the most significant changes
to its politics, policies and gen-
eral mood in many Americans’
lifetimes.

Please see UNION, Page A6

RESTAURANT NEWS | PORTA BELLA

Clutch of calls, fond memories

Storied establishment
to close its doors on
Sat. after 58 years

SAMARA KALK DERBY
skalk@madison.com

The wife of one of Porta Bel-
la’s owners has been filling in
at the host stand during the
restaurant’s final weeks and said
the stories she’s hearing have
gotten her “totally verklempt.”

“I’ve been getting all of our
lovely customer memories,’

said Julie Shinnick, whose hus-
band, Ed Shinnick, founded
the restaurant at 425 N. Fran-
ces St. 58 years ago with Wally
Borowski.

She said she’s been hearing
about the engagements, the first
dates, the anniversary dinners.

“All of the ‘I brought my
dad, my mom), ‘this was where
my graduation (dinner) was!
‘We had our wedding recep-
tion here,” Julie Shinnick said.
“I’ve been listening to that for
the past three weeks, when this
really became public.”

Porta Bella has been slammed
since word got out about its
last day, which is Saturday. No
reservations remain. Walk-in
seating and carryout orders
likely won’t be accommo-
dated if the past week is any
indication.

“People would come in for
a lunch reservation and find
out how busy we were getting,
and then they would book two
or three more visits,” Julie
Shinnick said.

Please see PORTA BELLA, Page A6
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The sign that greeted customers Monday evening: Only seating standing
reservations, no walk-ins. Apologies for the inconvenience. — Porta Bella.
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