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Sheboygan Glass Co. blast
shattered Center Ave. in '74

Sheboygan Glass company’s iconic signs were mangled during a June 1974 gas explosmn, whlch ripped apart the business
that resided at 611-617 Center Ave. at the time. PROVIDED BY THE SHEBOYGAN COUNTY HISTORICAL RESEARCH CENTER
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SHEBOYGAN - The quiet of the pre-
dawn hours was shattered when an ex-
plosion rocked Center Avenue in the
city’s downtown, destroying several
buildings in 1974.

1974 explosion rocked downtown
Sheboygan

The building that housed Sheboygan
Glass Co. was blown to bits when an ex-

plosion ripped through it around 4 a.m.,
June 19,1974, according to a Sheboygan
Press clipping.

An early morning witness, Mrs.
Bruce Teetzen, told the Press she saw
fire flame out of catch basins at Sixth
Street and Center Avenue following the
blast.

According to the Sheboygan County
Historical Research Center, Sheboygan
Glass Co. and the adjacent offices of the
Sheboygan County and City Employees
Credit Union were destroyed. Both were
part of a building built in 1931.

A 100-year-old two-story home,
owned by Vincent O’Grady and located
east of the blast, was heavily damaged
and required demolition later that year.

Across the street, the Press Publish-
ing complex was struck by shrapnel
from the blast, with windows broken
by doorknobs on display in a window
at the glass company. A half-ton steel
beam landed on the sidewalk in front
of the Press company’s commercial
printing offices. Pressroom windows
were damaged.

The blast broke windows in the
downtown area. Firefighters manned
their trucks even before the fire call
came in, as they were only blocks away
and heard the blast.

Fortunately, no one died in the
blast. However, a dog owned by the

See GLASS, Page 3A

Brush up
for Aug. 11
primary
with local
voter guide

Alex Garner
Sheboygan Press
USA TODAY NETWORK — WISCONSIN

SHEBOYGAN COUNTY - Candi-
dates for governor, aU.S. House of Rep-
resentatives seat and others will be
narrowed down after an Aug. 11 parti-
san primary.

In this primary, voters can only vote
for candidates in one party. Voters
should indicate on their ballot which
party’s primary they’re voting in — Re-
publican, Democrat, Constitution,
Libertarian or Wisconsin Green.

The candidate with the most votes
from each party will advance to the
Nov. 3 general election.

Candidates running as indepen-
dents will not appear on the primary
ballot because they’re not affiliated
with a party. They will appear on the
fall ballot.

Democratic, Republican primaries
will finalize candidates in
Wisconsin gubernatorial race

Over the summer, the field of Demo-
cratic candidates has narrowed to
state Rep. Francesca Hong, Milwaukee

See PRIMARY, Page 8A

A woman exits Mead Public Library
with a child near an election poll on
April 7 in Sheboygan. GAry c.
KLEIN/USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN

Everything to know about Sheboygan’s lakefront weekend

Brandon Reid
Sheboygan Press
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN

SHEBOYGAN - Sheboygan’s power-
boat races are off, but the lakefront par-
ty is very much on.

After the Midwest Challenge Power-

boat Races were canceled because orga-
nizers could not provide the staffing and
operational support needed to safely
run the Aug. 8-9 event, Sheboygan and 3
Sheeps Brewing are making a summer
pivot: swapping roaring boats for food
trucks, live music, cold drinks and
beach vibes.

Why Sheboygan changed course
after powerboat races were
canceled

The International Hot Rod Associa-
tion, the racing event’s organizing body,
told the city July 13 it could not provide
the race operations staffing needed for

Call now for your
FREE estimate

the Midwest Challenge Powerboat
Races. The races had been scheduled for
Aug. 8 and 9 on Lake Michigan.

Rather than let a prime summer
weekend along the lakefront fade away,
city officials and local partners chose to

See LAKEFRONT, Page 3A
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