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GABRIELA AOUN 
Associated Press 

KERRVILLE, Texas — More heavy rains 
in Texas on Sunday temporarily paused a 
weeklong search for victims of catastrophic 
flooding along the Guadalupe River and led 
to high-water rescues elsewhere as officials 
warned that the downpours could again 
cause waterways to surge.

It was the first time a new round of se-
vere weather had paused the search since 
the July 4 floods, which killed at least 132 
people. Authorities believe more than 160 
people may still be missing in Kerr County 
alone, and 10 more in neighboring areas.

In Kerrville, where local officials have 
come under scrutiny over the failure to 
adequately warn residents about the ris-
ing water in the early-morning hours of 
July 4, authorities went door-to-door to 
some homes after midnight early Sunday 
to alert people that flooding was again pos-
sible. Authorities also pushed phone alerts 
to those in the area.

During the pause in searches, Ingram 
Fire Department officials ordered crews to 
immediately evacuate the Guadalupe River 
corridor in Kerr County, warning the po-

tential for a flash flood is high.
Late Sunday afternoon, the Kerr County 

Sheriff’s Office announced that search 
teams in the western part of that county 
could resume their efforts. The Ingram Fire 
Department would resume their search-
and-rescue efforts Monday morning, said 
agency spokesman Brian Lochte.

Latest flooding damages  
dozens of homes

Gov. Greg Abbott said on X that the state 
was making rescues in San Saba, Lampasas 
and Schleicher counties and that evacu-
ations were taking place in a handful of 
others. Texas Task Force 1, a joint state and 
federal urban search and rescue team, had 
rescued dozens of people in the Lampasas 
area, Abbott said.

The latest round of flooding damaged 
about 100 homes and knocked down un-
told lengths of cattle fencing, said Ashley 
Johnson, CEO of the Hill Country Commu-
nity Action Association, a San Saba-based 
nonprofit.

“Anything you can imagine in a rural 
community was damaged,” she said. “Our 

blessing is it was daylight and we knew it 
was coming.”

With more rain on the way, county of-
ficials ordered everyone living in flood-
prone areas near the San Saba River to 
evacuate. Johnson said people were being 
moved to the San Saba Civic Center, which 
has become a safe, high place for people to 
receive aid and shelter.

“Everyone is in some way personally af-
fected by this,” she said. “Everyone is just 
doing what they can to help their neigh-
bors.”

Wide-ranging weather system 
brings heavy rains

The weather system brought multiple 
rounds of heavy rains and slow-moving 
storms across a widespread area, pushing 
rivers and streams over their banks. Head-
ing into the afternoon and evening, the 
heaviest rains were expected along the I-35 
corridor and east, said meteorologist Pa-
tricia Sanchez from the National Weather 
Service’s Fort Worth office.
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Rain falls over a makeshift memorial for flood victims Sunday along the Guadalupe River in Kerrville, Texas.

HEAVY RAINS PAUSE 
SEARCH FOR VICTIMS

TEXAS FLOODING

Evacuations ordered amid new threat of high waters
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SCOTT BAUER
Associated Press 

A new lawsuit seeking to redraw Wis-
consin’s congressional district boundary 
lines was filed on Tuesday, less than two 
weeks after the state Supreme Court de-
clined to hear a pair of other lawsuits that 
asked for the maps to be redrawn before 
the 2026 midterm election.

The latest lawsuit, brought by a biparti-
san coalition of business leaders, was filed 
in Dane County Circuit Court rather than 
directly with the state Supreme Court as 
the rejected cases were. The justices did 
not give any reason for declining to hear 
those cases, but typically lawsuits start 
in a lower court and work their way up.

A potential lengthy journey through the 
courts means the new lawsuit might not 
be resolved before next year’s election.

In the suit, the Wisconsin Business 
Leaders for Democracy argue that Wis-
consin’s congressional maps are uncon-
stitutional because they are an anti-com-
petitive gerrymander. The lawsuit notes 
that the median margin of victory for 
candidates in the eight districts since the 
maps were enacted is close to 30 percent-
age points.

“Anti‐competitive gerrymanders are 
every bit as antithetical to democracy, 
and to law, as partisan gerrymanders and 
racial gerrymanders,” the lawsuit argues. 
“This is because electoral competition is 
as vital to democracy as partisan fair-
ness.”

The lawsuit alleges that an anti-com-
petitive gerrymander violates the state 
Constitution’s guarantees of equal pro-
tection to all citizens, the promise to 

maintain a free government and the right 
to vote.

The lawsuit was filed against the state’s 
bipartisan elections commission, which 
administers elections. Commission 
spokesperson Emilee Miklas declined to 
comment.

The Wisconsin Business Leaders for De-
mocracy had attempted to intervene in one 
of the earlier redistricting cases brought by 
Democrats with the state Supreme Court, 
but the justices dismissed the case without 
considering their arguments.

Members of the business coalition in-
clude Tom Florsheim, chairman and CEO 
of Milwaukee-based Weyco Group, and 
Cory Nettles, the founder of a private eq-
uity fund and a former state commerce 
secretary.

Republicans hold six of the state’s eight 
U.S. House seats, but only two of those 
districts are considered competitive. In 
2010, the year before Republicans redrew 

the congressional maps, Democrats held 
five seats compared with three for Repub-
licans.

The current congressional maps, which 
were based on the previous ones, were ap-
proved by the state Supreme Court when 
it was controlled by conservative judges. 
The U.S. Supreme Court in March 2022 
declined to block them from taking effect.

Democrats had wanted the justices to 
revisit congressional lines as well after 
the court ordered state legislative bound-
aries redrawn before last year’s election. 
Democrats then narrowed the Republican 
legislative majorities in November, leading 
to a bipartisan compromise to pass a state 
budget last week.

Now Democrats are pushing to have 
the current maps redrawn in ways that 
would put two of the six seats currently 
held by Republicans into play. One they  

New suit seeks to redraw congressional maps
Business group taking shot 
after state Supreme Court 
rebuffed previous efforts
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