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Schaffer shines as Winneconne
beats Fox Valley Lutheran
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Civil servants caught
up in ‘loyalty trap’
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50,000 federal workers have been fired or targeted for layoffs. ALEX WONG/GETTY IMAGES

Federal workers wrestle with whether to stay, speak up or go

Jaime L. Kucinskas, and Yvonne Zylan

Hamilton College and University of Calgary | THE CONVERSATION

or many Americans, work is not just about earn-
ing a paycheck. It is a centerpiece of their lives,
and they want their job to be meaningful. e Dec-
ades of research suggest this is true for most fed-
eral civil servants, who aim to serve not only their organiza-
tions and their missions, but also the public and the nation.
Over the course of President Donald Trump’s first admini-
stration, from 2017-21, we spoke with dozens of federal civil
servants. They described their jobs as a calling aligned with

their ideals — to serve the government, uphold democracy

and serve the public.

See WORKERS, Page 3A

President Donald Trump has praised authoritarian
leaders with poor human rights records, such as
Russia’s President Vladimir Putin, while giving
the cold shoulder to allies in Europe.
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Oshkosh
council
member
resigns

Departure comes
as city eyes
City Center purchase

Justin Marville
Oshkosh Northwestern
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN

OSHKOSH - The city is down one
council member.

Kris Larson has announced his im-
mediate resignation from common
council, avoiding a potential conflict of
interest with the city looking to pur-
chase the City Center building that
currently houses his restaurant, Beck-
et’s.

Larson confirmed his
decision to step down
from council in a tele-
phone interview with
the Northwestern be-
fore council is set to ini-
tially discuss acquiring
properties at 101 Com-
merce St. and 201 Pearl
during closed session of the Oct. 14 city
council meeting.

“Part of the importance of making
decisions on council is being transpar-
ent all the time, so it’s important for
people not to even think I have an in-
fluence on this particular agenda be-
fore any conversation happens,” Lar-
son explained to the Northwestern.

“It’s not a decision I want to make,
but it is a very easy decision to make.”

Larson

Why is the city looking
at buying City Center?

Calls and emails to Mayor Matt
Mugerauer were not immediately re-
turned, but Larson’s announcement
comes amid reports Oshkosh is con-
sidering relocating City Hall to the City
Center.

As part of its 10-year Capital

See OSHKOSH, Page 3A

One dog is changing lives at Oshkosh domestic abuse shelter

Nida Tazeen

Al-assisted reporter

Oshkosh Northwestern

USA TODAY NETWORK — WISCONSIN

OSHKOSH - Ross, Wisconsin’s first
domestic abuse facility dog, recently
celebrated his eighth anniversary with
Christine Ann Domestic Abuse Ser-
vices.

WE FIX BASEMENTS, PERMANENTLY!

Ross joined the organization in 2017
through Journey Together Service Dogs,
a nonprofit that empowers incarcerated
individuals to train dogs for service
roles, according to a community an-
nouncement.

While most of the program’s dogs are
trained to assist individuals, Ross was
the first in Wisconsin trained specifical-
ly to serve as a facility dog, supporting

Wisconsin’s #1 Basement

the emotional needs of those impacted
by domestic abuse.

Unlike a service dog, Ross is a PTSD
support and facility dog, working along-
side a trained handler to help clients feel
safe and calm during their time at Chris-
tine Ann.

His gentle presence bridges the gap
between survivors and advocates, pro-
viding unconditional love that fosters
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trust in moments of deep vulnerability.
Ross helps clients feel safe

“When someone walks through our
doors in crisis, trust doesn’t come easi-
ly,” a Christine Ann representative said.

“Ross changes that. His warmth and

See DOG, Page 4A
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