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Bucks’ Giannis to miss 2-4
weeks due to a calf strain
SPORTS, 1B

Today’s teachers fi�nd them-
selves thrust into a diffi�cult po-
sition with generative AI. New
tools are coming online at a

blistering pace and being adopted just
as quickly, whether they’re personal-
ized tutors and study buddies for stu-
dents or lesson plan generators and as-
signment graders for teachers. Schools
are traditionally slow to adapt to
change, which makes such rapid-fi�re
developments especially destabilizing.

The uncertainties accompanying the
artifi�cial intelligence onslaught come
amid existing challenges the teaching
profession has faced for years. Teachers
have been working with increasingly
scarce resources – and even scarcer
time – while facing mounting expecta-
tions not only for their students’

Rapid technological shift adds wrinkle for already-strained educators

Turning to AI for help writing lesson plans and assessments not only saves time, but it also gives teachers a tool for
brainstorming ideas, helping them feel less isolated in their work. PHOTOS VIA GETTY IMAGES

AI could worsen
school inequalities

How teachers end up using, or not using, AI to support their teaching – and
their students’ learning – may determine whether AI’s use in schools narrows or
widens existing equity gaps.

Katie Davis and Aayushi Dangol
University of Washington

THE CONVERSATION

See SCHOOLS, Page 3A

A new mental health initiative is
making suicide prevention education
more accessible to Hmong-speaking
communities in central Wisconsin.

The eff�ort, a collaboration between
several local organizations, provides
offi�cial QPR (Question, Persuade, Re-
fer) training materials in the Hmong
language, according to a community
announcement.

The materials, now certifi�ed for
use by trainers across the country,
aim to reduce language and cultural
barriers that often prevent people
from seeking help.

The Hmong American Center, Mar-
athon County Health Department,
Aspirus Health, New Beginnings for
Refugees and the QPR Institute con-
tributed to the project. The initiative
blends professional translation with
deep community input.

“Language matters in mental
health conversations,” said Hannah
Schommer, a public health educator
with the Marathon County Health
Department. “These materials refl�ect
how our community is working to-
gether to make prevention training
more accessible, more respectful and
more eff�ective for everyone.”

The translated materials use the
White Hmong dialect, which is widely
understood within Hmong communi-
ties in Wisconsin and throughout the
U.S. Local leaders reviewed every ele-
ment of the content to ensure clarity,
relevance and cultural sensitivity.
The National QPR Institute provided
oversight to ensure the materials
meet the standards of the national
program.

“We don’t talk about suicide the
same way across all cultures,” said
Bee Lor, program manager at the
Hmong American Center. “Directness
can sometimes shut people down.
These resources were adapted with
that in mind, so families can have saf-
er, more supportive conversations.”

Each organization brought key
strengths to the table – funding, na-
tional connections and cultural in-
sight – to ensure the materials meet

See PREVENTION, Page 9A

HMONG-LANGUAGE QPR

How new
training is
changing
suicide
prevention
Nida Tazeen
AI-assisted reporter
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treamwillbeavailableatmstc.edu/gradu-
ation. Highlights of the event will be
shared on Mid-State’s social media ac-
counts and at #MidStateClass25 after the
ceremony.

This storywas createdby reporterNida
Tazeen, NTazeen@usatodayco.com , with
theassistanceofArtifi�cialIntelligence(AI).
Journalists were involved in every step of
the informationgathering, review,editing
and publishing process. Learn more at
cm.usatoday.com/ethical-conduct .

WISCONSIN RAPIDS −� Mid-State
Technical College will host its mid-year
graduation ceremony at 11 a.m. Dec. 13 at
theWisconsin Rapids campus, according
toacommunityannouncement.

Theindooreventwillcelebrategraduat-
ing students, their families and invited
guests.

Crystal Scheibe, a cosmetology gradu-
atefromWisconsinRapids,willdeliverthe
student address. StacyBrock, a cosmetol-
ogyandbarbertechnologistinstructor,will
off�erthefacultysend-off�.BenjaminPeters,
a senior mechanical engineer at TCR Inc.
and technology and engineering educa-
tion instructor in theNekoosa School Dis-
trict,will give thekeynoteaddress.

In-person attendance is limited to
ticketholders,buttheceremonywillbeliv-
estreamed for remote viewers. The lives-

Mid-State Technical College graduation set for Dec. 13
Nida Tazeen
AI-assisted reporter
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Mid-State Technical College hosts its
mid-year graduation Dec. 13.
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