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Members of the public and the Chippewa County Board Executive Committee expressed concern and confusion about plans to relocate refugees to the Chippewa Valley in December 2023.

US Rep. Tiffany aims to empower local officials

USA TODAY NETWORK

U.S. Rep. Tom Tiffany, a Republican
candidate for governor, is again intro-
ducing legislation that would bar federal
authorities from placing refugees in areas
where state or local officials have taken
action to oppose the idea.

Tiffany, who is seen as the frontrunner
inthe 2026 GOP primary for governor, in-
troduced the bill Dec. 3. He introduced the
same bill nearly a year ago, but it did not
go anywhere.

“America is generous, but no com-

munity should be blind-
sided or have its resources
stretched thin because the
federal government made
the decision for them to
resettle refugees,” Tiffany
said in a statement.

“This commonsense
legislation ensures that the
people most affected have
the final say in the refugee resettlement
process now and into the future”

The bill bars refugees from being placed

Tiffany

in states where the governor or state Legis-
lature have passed legislation banning the
move, or in municipalities where local of -
ficials have taken similar action.

Tiffany introduced the bill the same
week President Donald Trump insulted
Somali refugees as “garbage” in remarks
that drew heavy criticism.

“When they come from hell, and they
complain and do nothing but bitch, we
don’t want them in our country. Let them

Please see REFUGEES, Page A4

Court to examine if sherifts can hold for ICE

KIMBERLY WETHAL
kwethal@madison.com

The state Supreme Court will consider
whether a handful of Wisconsin county
sheriffs are violating immigrants’ civil
rights by detaining them in their jails at
the request of federal Immigration and
Customs Enforcement officials.

On Wednesday, at least four justices
agreed to take up a case filed by the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union of Wisconsin and
immigrant rights group Voces de la Fron-

tera against five sheriffs who have agreed
to hold people sought for immigration ac-
tion or deportation.

The announcement did not say how the
justices voted, but liberals hold a 4-3 ma-
jority, and conservative justices Annette
Ziegler and Rebecca Bradley dissented.

Parties to the case have 30 days to file
briefs with the Supreme Court.

In a statement, ACLU senior staff attor-
ney Tim Muth praised the court for taking
up the case directly, noting the time-sen-

sitive nature of the lawsuit.

“ICE continues to send hundreds of
these detainers to Wisconsin jails, and
people throughout the state are being il-
legally held for days so that ICE can pick
them up,” Muth said. “ICE sends detain-
ers even for people who have never been
convicted and only have minor charges
pending in Wisconsin courts.”

The lawsuit, filed in September, argues
that when county sheriffs detain people
for immigration offenses after any holds

for state law violations expire, that con-
stitutes anew arrest, which state law does
not allow them to make.

State law expressly prohibits local law
enforcement from making civil arrests, ex-
cept for in narrow cases, the lawsuit states.

The five sheriffs named in the lawsuit
are: Dave Gerber of Walworth County;
Todd Delain of Brown County; Chad Bil-
leb of Marathon County; David Zoerner of

Please see ICE, Page A4
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The Chippewa Falls Area
Senior Center

has many daily and weekly
activities, there is something
for everyone (50+)!

We look forward to seeingyou! Chippewa Falls Area Senior Center

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS!!!
FUN-FILLED
CHRISTMAS PARTY
SAVE THE DATE: FRIDAY, DEC. 19TH
TIME: 1:30-3:30
PRICE: $8.00 per person

WEAR AN UGLY SWEATER -VOTES

ALL MEMBERS WELCOME
IF YOU’D LIKE TO BRING A GUEST
PLEASE DO!
SIGN UP IS REQUIRED IN OFFICE
BY FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12TH
AT 3:00 p.m.

DON’T MISS THIS GREAT TIME!!

WILL BE TALLIED FOR THE MANY NICE PRIZES, GREAT GAMES,
BEST OF THE UGLIEST. HORS D’OEUVRES & BEVERAGES
WIN A PRIZE!! WILL BE SERVED.
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The Senior Center will be closed
the following days
Dec. 22, 23, 24, 25 26
Dec. 29, 30, & 31

AND

HAPPY NEW YEAR

January 2026 1st & 2nd
Reopening 8:00 a.m.
Monday, Jan. 5, 2026

CHRISTMAS &
NEW YEAR HOURS

1000 East Grand Street e Chippewa Falls, Wl 54729
Phone: 715.720.1666 ¢ Email: cfaseniorcenter25@yahoo.com
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