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This Fall...
THE SQUIRRELPOCALYPSE

The Leaves Disappear
And So Do the Squirrels.

SEOGA

Visa Card

with your

Rated G for Gutter-Free Leafguard p Ld

Kit

0%

if Paid In Full

20% "

Total Purchase’

Offer ends 10/31/2025

Within 18 Months **

% Leafguard

a Great Day Improvemen i

SCANMEFORA
FREEESTIMATE

Call Now for Your FREE Estimate!

206.693.4961

*Does not include cost of material This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard or affiliated companies or entities, their
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible
for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sale tax does not qualify for discount. This offer cannot be combined with any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has no cash
value. Leafguard reserves the right to end any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 10/31/25 . **All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive
a$50 Visa card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by Leafguard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners
over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into
acontract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, theirinmediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted expect that Company may substitute a gift or equal or greater
value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or
discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/25. *** For all financing information

visit https://www.leafguard.com/financing.
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A student hurries past rows of lockers at Mountain View Middle School in Bremerton last fall. State assessment scores

were recently released for all Washington schools, and while Bremerton made improvements year-over-year, the district
still lags behind peers in Kitsap County. MEEGAN M. REID/KITSAP SUN

Data shows improvements,
areas of concern for schools

Jeff Graham
Kitsap Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

When the Office of Superintendent of
Public Instruction released 2025 state
assessment scores in September, OSPI
chief Chris Reykdal expressed both op-
timism and caution when citing the
gains made by students across the state
in the areas of in English language arts
(ELA), math and science.

“Washington students continue to
perform on par with or better than their
peers across the nation,” Reykdal said.

“Among the 11 other states using the
same state test vendor as we do, our stu-
dents have the second-highest perfor-
mance in ELA and the fourth-highest
performance in math. At the same time,
we have gaps to close.”
Oftheroughlyllmillion students en-
rolled in state public schools, 70.9%
showed “foundational” grade-level
knowledge in ELA, 63.3% in math and
62.6% in science. Those numbers are up
slightly from 2024, when 70.8% of stu-
dents achieved foundational knowl-
edge in ELA, 62.7% in math and 62% in
science. The 2025 state numbers, how-

ever, are well behind pre-pandemic lev-
els (in 2018, the percentages were 79% in
ELA, 73.4% in math and 65.7% in sci-
ence, according to OSPI data).

Locally, the Bainbridge Island, Cen-
tral Kitsap, North Kitsap and South Kit-
sap school districts surpassed the 2025
state average in all three assessment
subjects, while Bremerton and North
Mason achieved scores below the state
average.

Reykdal admitted that measuring
student learning is a “complex” issue

See DATA, Page 2A

Some
burn bans

lifted in
Kitsap

Peiyu Lin
Kitsap Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

As the cooler weather and rains
have returned, Kitsap County will lift
phase one and phase two burn bans on
Friday, Oct. 3.

Phase 1 and Phase 2 outdoor burn
bans will be lifted effective 8 a.m. on
Friday, Oct. 3, meaning recreational
fires and general outdoor burning may
resume, subject to normal rules and
regulations, the Kitsap County Fire
Marshal announced.

Over the past week, the county has
received between 0.3 and 1.25 inches
of rain across most areas, temper-
atures are cooling, and fuel moisture
conditions have improved, the county
said.

“With the return of the normal fall
weather patterns and rainfall, we can
again have small recreational fires and
general outdoor burning — subject to
the normal permitting requirements,”
said David Lynam, Kitsap County Fire
Marshal of the Department of Com-
munity Development in a statement.

“The fuels are damp on the surface
but still very dry inside, so extra cau-
tion when burning is needed,” Lynam
said.

According to the county, only natu-
ral vegetation grown on the property
may be burned. Burn piles must not
exceed 10x10 feet in size. Land clearing
debris may not be burned. Maintain at

See BURN BANS, Page 2A

Parties trade blame for federal shutdown |

Protracted stalemate seems increasingly likely

Joey Garrison and Bart Jansen
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON - Democrats have no
idea how long the government shut-
down will last. Talk to Republicans,
they say.

Ask Republicans, and they point the
finger back at Democrats.

Vice President JD Vance said he
thinks the shutdown could be over
soon. But that’s a “pure guess.”

Only one fact was undisputed: The

federal government’s 15th shutdown
since 1981 entered Day Two on Oct. 2.

Senators left town until Oct. 3 to ob-
serve the Jewish Yom Kippur holiday,
meaning the first shutdown since 2019
would last one more day at minimum.
Yet a drawn-out shutdown lasting sev-
eral more days became an increasing
possibility as President Donald Trump,
his Republican allies in Congress and
Democrats showed no signs of budging
amid their impasse.

The main sticking point remains

changes to health care policy, which
Democrats have demanded be part of
legislation to fund the government.
They want to reverse Medicaid cuts and
extend Obamacare premium subsidies
that will expire at the end of the year,
raising health insurance prices for mil-
lions of Americans.

“Donald Trump and Republicans
shut the federal government down be-
cause they don’t want to provide health
care to working-class Americans,” said
House Minority Leader Hakeem

See SHUTDOWN, Page 2A

The entrance to Cabrillo National
Monument in San Diego is closed Oct.
1, the first day of a partial government
shutdown. MIKE BLAKE/REUTERS

Did you or a loved one work in shipyards, mills,

construction or automotive industries?
JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS OF

MESOTHELIOMA
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DRAPER
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ubo

(206) 957-9510
(503) 548-6345
(888) 647-6007

Seattle
Portland
Toll-Free

OVER 950 MILLION IN RECOVERIES

WE REPRESENT FAMILIES STRUGGLING

BERGMANLEGAL. COM

for Washington & Oregon clients.
We have just one practice area:

WITH MESOTHELIOMA.
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