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Shooting at Minneapolis school kills 2 children NATION > A3

Suárez 3-run blast powers Mariners past Padres SPORTS > B1

By MIKE STOBBE            
               The Associated Press            

NEW YORK — The director of 
the nation’s top public health 
agency has been fired after less 
than one month in the job, and 
several top agency leaders have 
resigned.

Susan Monarez isn’t “aligned 
with” President Donald Trump’s 
agenda and refused to resign, so 
the White House terminated her, 
spokesperson Kush Desai said 
Wednesday night. 

Her lawyers said she was tar-
geted for standing up for science.

The U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services had an-
nounced her departure in a brief 
social media post late Wednes-
day afternoon. Her lawyers re-
sponded with a statement saying 
Monarez had neither resigned 
nor been told she was fired.

“When CDC Director Susan 
Monarez refused to rubber-
stamp unscientific, reckless di-
rectives and fire dedicated health 
experts, she chose protecting the 
public over serving a political 
agenda. For that, she has been 
targeted,” attorneys Mark Zaid 
and Abbe David Lowell wrote in a 
statement.

“This is not about one official. 
It is about the systematic disman-
tling of public health institutions, 
the silencing of experts, and the 
dangerous politicization of sci-
ence. The attack on Dr. Monarez 
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Trump ousts 
CDC director, 
4 other top 
staffers quit

By JACEY FORTIN
 and Christina Jewett            
               The New York Times            

The Food and Drug Administra-
tion on Wednesday approved up-
dated COVID-19 vaccines for the 
fall season and limited who can get 

the shots, the federal government’s 
most restrictive policy since the 
vaccines became available.

The agency authorized the vac-
cines for people who are age 65 and 
older, who are known to be more 
vulnerable to severe illness from 

COVID. Younger people would only 
be eligible if they had at least one 
existing medical condition that 
would put them at risk for severe 
disease. Healthy children younger 
than 18 could still receive the shots 
if a medical provider is consulted. 

People seeking the shots soon 
will face another hurdle. An influ-
ential advisory committee to the 
Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention must vote to recom-
mend them. But that panel’s make-
up shifted when Health Secretary 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. unseated 
existing members, reduced the 
panel’s size and added some COVID 
vaccine opponents. 

This would mark the first fall/
winter season that COVID shots 
were not widely recommended to 
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FDA approves updated COVID 
vaccines with new restrictions 
Health |  New policy limits authorization
 to those 65 and older and high-risk people.

By Alex Halverson            
               Seattle Times business reporter            

The philanthropic ecosystem 
spun out of Microsoft co-founder 
Paul Allen’s massive estate is 
getting bigger.

The Fund for Science and Tech-
nology launched Wednesday with 
plans to fund at least $500 million 
worth of grants over the next four 
years. The 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
foundation will support “transfor-
mational science and technology” 
in bioscience, the environment 
and artificial intelligence.

Though it’s years in the making, 
the fund provides cash to a scien-
tific community that’s reeling 
with proposed budget cuts, termi-
nated grants and dwindling sup-
port from the federal govern-
ment.

The fund will eventually dis-
burse money throughout the 
world, but for the first wave of 
grantees it selected the Benaroya 
Research Institute, the College of 
the Environment at University of 
Washington, Fred Hutchinson 
Cancer Center and Seattle Chil-
dren’s. All Seattle, to show the 
foundation’s roots.

“With this new foundation 
we’re bringing Paul’s philanthrop-
ic vision to bear,” fund board 
chair Jody Allen said in a state-
ment. “For decades, Paul and I 
worked to leverage the power of 
science and technology innova-
tion to make the world a better 
place. … In the same way, the 
foundation will work to build a 
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Allen estate 
fund to give 
out $500M
 in grants

By Alexandra Yoon-Hendricks            
               Seattle Times staff reporter            

A city program that gives low-in-
come households $40 a month to 
buy fruits and vegetables signifi-
cantly improved their food securi-

ty, a new University of Washington study 
found. 

Seattle’s Fresh Bucks program, which 
launched in 2012 and now serves about 
12,000 households, allows recipients to 
redeem their benefits at 46 Safeway stores, 
independent grocers and farmers markets 

across the city.
The study, published Aug. 19, found 

households enrolled in the program experi-
enced a 31% higher rate of food security than 
those on the program’s waitlist. Researchers 
also found households receiving Fresh Bucks 
ate at least three daily servings of fruits and 
vegetables 37% more often than waitlisted 
households. 

“Ideally we would like to live in a world 
where everyone is food secure,” said Melissa 
Knox, the lead author of the study and a 
teaching professor of economics at the Uni-

versity of Washington. “This program is mak-
ing a significant change” toward that goal.

Food insecurity — defined by researchers 
as the financial struggle to ensure consistent 
access to healthful foods — has been linked to 
serious health issues, including hyperten-
sion, diabetes and coronary heart disease, 
among others. While eating fruits and vege-
tables can help reduce the risk of diseases 
and supply important vitamins and minerals, 
studies have found poorer families and peo-
ple of color often struggle to afford or access 
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  Fresh Bucks program serves up  
fruit, vegetables, peace of mind 

UW STUDY |  Researchers say $40 monthly stipend shows results for low-income 
residents who would otherwise struggle to afford consistent access to nutritious food. 

K a r e n  D u c e y  /  T h e  S e a t t l e  T i m e s

Elsa Bonyhadi arranges peaches at the Collins Family Orchard stand at the University District Farmers Market in Seattle on Saturday. 
She says she’s happy to see so many customers using the city’s Fresh Bucks program to pay for peaches, apples and other healthful food.

C o u r t e s y  o f  f i r e  c r e w

Federal law enforcement agents at a site Wednesday demanding identi-
fication from private contracting crews fighting the Bear Gulch fire.

By Isabella Breda 
and Conrad Swanson            
               Seattle Times staff reporters           

Two people fighting the Bear 
Gulch fire on the Olympic Penin-
sula were arrested by 
federal law enforce-
ment Wednesday, in a 
confrontation described 
by firefighters and depicted in 
photos and video.

Why the two firefighters were 
arrested is unclear. But a spokes-
person for the Incident Manage-
ment Team leading the firefight-
ing response said the team was 

“aware of a Border Patrol opera-
tion on the fire,” which was not 
interfering with the firefighting 
response, and referred reporters 
to the Border Patrol station in Port 

Angeles.
Over three hours, 

federal agents demand-
ed identification from 

the members of two private con-
tractor crews. The crews were 
among the 400 people, including 
firefighters, deployed to fight the 
wildfire, the largest active blaze in 
Washington state.
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Federal agents arrest 2 on crew 
battling the state’s largest blaze
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