
“It is surprising news. Now my question is - 
who broke? Who blinked?”

Brian Muegge, local conservationist
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On a hardwood floor and under summer skies, Native youth find  
confidence, connection, inspiration through free basketball clinics

HOPE THROUGH HOOPS

By Emry Dinman
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

Local conservationists are celebrating after 
a Redmond, Washington-based developer un-
expectedly pulled out of plans to build 1,000 
homes in an undeveloped, wooded area along 
U.S. Highway 195 near Thorpe Road.

It may only be a temporary reprieve, however.
Advocates will have two years to try to find 

a permanent solution to keep the land available 
to the public, or else it may once again be made 
available for housing development.

Blue Fern Development has been in the news 
frequently in recent months for two adjoin-
ing 1,000-home proposals in the Latah Valley. 

Conservationists call off legal action after Blue Fern 
exits controversial land deal near Latah Valley

DEVELOPER BACKS OUT OF 
THORPE ROAD HOUSING PLAN

By Amanda Sullender
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

The number of homeless 
people in Spokane County fell 
by 10.6% last year.

The findings are based on the 
2025 point-in-time count con-
ducted in January when teams 
fan out to count and question 
Spokane County’s homeless 
population on a particular 
night. This year’s count found 

1,806 people living on the 
streets or in shelters.

It was the second consecu-
tive year that showed a decline

While homelessness in Spo-
kane dropped overall, the num-
ber of people living without 
shelter during January rose 
to 617 from 443 a year earlier, 
while the number of homeless 
people staying in shelters fell 

Annual survey shows 
decrease in county 

homeless population
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Sources: Point-In-Time Count
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Proposed
Victory Heights
development

Canceled Blue Fern
development

By Andrew Jeong
WASHINGTON POST

A historic lodge in Grand 
Canyon National Park was one 
of dozens of structures de-
stroyed by a wildfire in north-
ern Arizona that has prompted 
evacuations and forced the clo-
sure of the North Rim to visitors 
for the remainder of the 2025 
season, authorities said Sunday.

The Grand Canyon Lodge 
– the only lodging inside the 
park at the North Rim – was 
consumed by the Dragon Bravo 
fire, a blaze sparked earlier this 
month that had engulfed 5,000 
acres and destroyed at least 50 
structures as of Sunday. It was 
burning about 35 miles south 
from the bigger White Sage fire, 
which was “experiencing rapid 
growth” to the north and east 
Sunday after erupting last week 
near Arizona’s border with 
Utah.

The White Sage fire had 
burned more than 40,000 acres 
by Sunday, doubling in size from 
the previous day. Firefight-
ers had yet to get containment 
around any of the perimeter of 

Wildfire 
destroys 

Grand 
Canyon 
lodge

Park closes  
North Rim  

for remainder  
of season

By Liam Bradford
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

People who come from hum-
ble beginnings and succeed in 
their careers often go out of 
their way to serve young people 
who might need a boost.

For two-time NCAA basket-
ball champion and Olympic 

Gold Medalist Carla McGhee, 
she gives back to today’s youth 
through free basketball clinics, 
which she hosts several times 
a year through an organization 
called Rise Above that aims to 
mentor and empower Native 
American youth. 

McGhee said her two big-
gest passions are basketball and 

youth, so these camps are the 
perfect format for her to share 
knowledge and experience. 

“Anytime I have an opportu-
nity to pour into our youth and 
share some of my basketball ex-
perience, I’m raising my hand. I 
want in,” McGhee said. “I want 
other people to have that op-
portunity to experience change 

and understand that that’s pos-
sible.”

McGhee said her participa-
tion in Rise Above youth clin-
ics has helped her learn more 
about Native American culture. 
Prior to hosting these camps, 
she did not realize how much 

See COUNT, 7

See THORPE, 7

See FIRE, 8
JESSE TINSLEY/THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

Former SuperSonic player Dale Ellis slaps hands with players at the Rise Above basketball camp at Shaw Middle School Monday.

See BASKETBALL, 8
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Seattle Mariners slugger Cal Raleigh becomes the 
second player in franchise history to win the Home 
Run Derby. SPORTS, 1

RALEIGH CLAIMS 
DERBY CROWN


