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Vancouver city councilor 
raises concerns about 
use of face coverings
By ALEXIS WEISEND
The Columbian

The Vancouver City Council 
wants to explore banning law en-
forcement officers from covering 

their faces or otherwise masking 
their identities.

“This is not a theoretical con-
cern,” said Councilor Diana Perez, 
who brought up the idea at Mon-
day’s city council meeting. “We 
are seeing incidents across the 
country where unidentified agents 
and impersonators and unmarked 
vehicles are detaining or kidnap-
ping people.”

Protests have erupted across 

the country over masked, plain-
clothed Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agents detaining 
undocumented immigrants. Viral 
videos show confused and fearful 
people whisked away in unmarked 
cars by people who are presum-
ably ICE agents with their faces 
obscured by hats, neck gaiters 
and sunglasses.

The requirement that law en-
forcement be identifiable is not an 

issue many cities are tackling. But 
lawmakers at state and federal lev-
els have put forth proposals.

U.S. border czar Tom Homan 
told The New York Times last 
month that ICE agents are wear-
ing masks to protect their identi-
ties because they have become 
targets for attacks and doxing 
(that is, providing such personal 
information as home addresses 
publicly online).

But growing news reports 
of people pretending to be ICE 
agents and assaulting or kidnap-
ping people has heightened pres-
sure to legally require all law en-
forcement to identify themselves 
so people can differentiate be-
tween them and bad actors.

ICE recently detained a father 
dropping off his children at Frank-

Should city ban masks on officers?
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Residents can still use 
Lacamas Lake during 
treatment, official says
By SHARI PHIEL
The Columbian

Lacamas Lake is getting a 
new weapon in the fight against 
toxic algae blooms. Crews from 
the city of Camas spent the early 
part of this week on boats spray-
ing aluminum sulfate on the 
lake.

The aluminum sulfate binds 
with organic matter in the wa-
ter, making the phosphorus un-
available to feed algae, said Rob 
Charles, utilities manager for 

the city. 
This was the first of two 

planned treatments for Lacamas 
Lake this summer. The city 
plans to apply EutroSORB G, a 
chemical that quickly eliminates 
phosphorus in water, later in the 
summer. The city is also increas-
ing its water quality monitoring 
to find the best time to apply the 
second treatment.

“We haven’t seen those huge 
blooms yet, so we’re hoping this 
treatment will be a little more ef-

Camas treats  
lake to fight

Photos by AMANDA COWAN/The Columbian
City of Camas crews travel along Lacamas Lake while spraying aluminum sulfate to the water on Tuesday morning in hopes of eliminating 
harmful algae blooms.
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Boats come ashore for a refill at Lacamas Lake on Tuesday morning. 
Crews applied aluminum sulfate to the lake this week as the city 
works to control warm weather algae blooms. 

Nonprofit’s summer, 
after-school programs 
at risk as money frozen
By CHRISSY BOOKER
The Columbian

The Trump administration’s 
decision to withhold billions 
of dollars in federal education 
grants jeopardizes programs of-
fered by the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Southwest Washington.

Among the $6.8 billion in 
withheld funds is money for 
the 21st Century Community 
Learning Centers, a federal 
initiative that supports enrich-
ment programs outside of regu-
lar school hours. Those dollars 
fund yearlong operations at the 
Boys & Girls Clubs’ Burton Ele-
mentary Clubhouse in east Van-
couver, including an eight-week 
summer program. 

But with federal dollars 
paused, both the summer pro-
gram and after-school offerings 
slated to begin in the fall are 
at risk, Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Southwest Washington Execu-
tive Director Francisco Bueno 
said.

“We often think about stabil-
ity being one of our main pur-
poses. If we need to make sig-
nificant changes to service, it 
will have a huge impact on those 
who need us most,” Bueno said. 
“When families don’t have a 
place for their kids to go after 
school, they might not be able to 
keep the same job, they might 
not know where their kids are 
going or if they’re safe. The im-
pact is not just on the child, it’s 

Boys & 
Girls Clubs 
faces loss 
of funds 
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