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In1973,DollyPartonwrote “IWillAlwaysLoveYou”to soften
the blow of leaving her business partner Porter Wagoner after
years of producing hit country duets together.
Parton was ready to pursue a solo career. So she played the

song forWagoner to expressher gratitudeandherneed tomove
on. The story goes that he cried, then let her go.
Released in March 1974, the country single reached No. 1 on

theBillboardHotCountrySongs chart andcaught theattention
ofElvisPresley,whowanted to record it himself. But thatwould
havemeant Parton relinquishing half the publishing rights and
therefore half the royalties.
Much as she loved Presley, she turned him down. When

Whitney Houston recorded the song for the 1992 movie “The
Bodyguard,” the hit generated millions of dollars for Parton.
The decision to hold fast to her publishing rights early on

resulted in a catalog of more than 3,000 songs − a treasure
trove that generates compounding royalties and a richmusical
legacy that she alone owned.
It was just the first in a series of savvy business moves to

maintain complete financial and creative control that would
come to characterize Parton’s storied career.
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“I have a big dream

of having a big

empire based in

Nashville. What I

really want to do is

just to (do) – what

I’ve always done –

own myself.”

Dolly Parton

DOLLY PARTON 1946-2026

Jessica Guynn, Hadley Hitson
and Betty Lin-Fisher
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ABOVE: Dolly Parton sits in the bedroom of her apartment at
Dollywood in 1999 as she discusses new areas she and her
business partners planned to expand into. Over her career,
Parton cultivated a fortune that Forbes pegs at $450 million.
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South Burlington Fire Chief Steven
Locke has been sworn in as president
andboard chair of the International As-
sociationof FireChiefs, placing theVer-
mont fire service leader at the head of
the world’s largest organization repre-
sentingfireandemergencyservicelead-
ers.
TheceremonytookplaceAug.14dur-

ingaconferenceinKansasCity,Missou-
ri,accordingtoacommunityannounce-
ment. The International Association of
Fire Chiefs represents about 12,000 fire
and emergency service leaders world-
wide and has served the profession
since1873.
Locke’s election follows a decade of

leadership within the organization. He
joined theorganization’s boardofdirec-
tors in2016and laterservedas treasurer
and inseveralvicepresidential rolesbe-
fore assuming the association’s top

Fire chief
takes on
international
leadership
Beth McDermott
Burlington Free Press
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A “working-man’s bar” in Burling-
ton— asmanagement liked to call it —
has shut down after nearly 50 years in
business.
Esox, which proclaimed in bold let-

ters printed on a window that it was
“across from the divorce court,” an-
nouncedAug.16 on socialmedia that it
has closed.
“Offered $75 short of doubling our

Esox bar
closing after
50 years
Brent Hallenbeck
Burlington Free Press
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A window at the former location of
Esox bar on Main Street in Burlington
is shown Aug. 25.
BRENT HALLENBECK/BURLINGTON FREE PRESS
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INDIANAPOLIS – Orion Barbosa was
sitting in class, frustrated with her
teacher’s lecture, when she sent a mes-
sage to a friend using a messaging ser-

vice on her school-issued Chromebook.
“Oh my gosh, if he doesn’t stop, I’m

gonnapunthim into thesun,”she recalls
themessage saying.A fewhours later, in
math class, she texted the same friend
something like, “If you give me 20
bucks, I’ll slap him right now,” about a
friend who was annoying her.

By the end of the day, she and her
friend were sitting in the principal’s of-
fice with printouts of their messages in
hand.Shewasquestioned, and later lec-
tured at length, since school adminis-
trators thought her jokesmay have been
a threat.
“That was a very scary realization of

like, ‘Oh, they can see everything,’” Bar-
bosa said. “A lot of people are like, ‘Oh,
well, it’s a school device, you should
know that you’re beingmonitored,’ but I
think it’s the intensity of the surveil-
lance that takes people by surprise.”

School-issued devices may track more than homework
Cate Charron
Indianapolis Star
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