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By Devlin Epding
STAFF WRITER

Tiredofseeingspinningwheels
on buffering videos andwebsites
that load at a glacial pace? So is
Newport News. That’s why the
city is investing in infrastructure
to get more people connected to
high-speed internet.

Thecityannouncedlastweekit
plans tokickstart itsDigital Infra-
structure Expansion Initiative
using a $2million federal invest-
ment. The money will be used
to lay high-speed fiber network
cables from Newport News and
Hampton, through the Hamp-
ton Roads Bridge-Tunnel and
Monitor-Merrimac Memorial
Bridge-Tunnel and connect to
existing fiber networks in South
HamptonRoads.

Digital infrastructure is in
demand as residents, businesses
and localities are consuming
moredata inrecentyears, accord-
ing toNewport News Innovation
ProgramManagerMarlinMcDan-
iel.Hesaid30%ofNewportNews
residents don’t have high-speed
internet access and the city needs
systemupdatestoensureresidents
andbusinessescanstayconnected.

“That limits how much data
canbedownloaded inahome, ina
businessorsentouttootherplaces
wheredataisgoingtoneedtogo,so
that’s really the big gap thatwe’re
trying to address,”McDaniel said.
“And we’ve seen communities
successfully address this gap.”

Residents without fiber access
currently top out at one gigabit
download speeds, according to
McDaniel, with people “usually”
experiencing slower service than
that.With the fiber upgrades, he
saidtheycanexpect toexperience
10gigabitsper second.

The $2million in federal fund-
ing was included in the 2026

High-speed
extension
coming to
Peninsula
$2M in federal funds
will help residents gain
faster internet access

By Nicholas
Bogel-Burroughs
THE NEW YORK TIMES

Within the span of eight
days, the country learned
of a failed execution and a
successful execution — and
has been promised a lives-
treamed execution by mili-
taryfiringsquadbeforeyear’s
end.

The most severe form of
criminalpunishment—there
are roughly 2,000 people on
death row nationwide —
execution has taken center
stage in a nation already
split politically and cultur-
ally, amplifying divisions
just weeks before a pivotal
midtermelection.

Death penalty oppo-
nents have seized upon the
blundered attempt to kill

Christa Pike in Tennessee
to push for an end to the
death penalty. Conversely,
the nation’s topmilitary offi-
cial said Thursday that the
UnitedStateswouldcarryout
thegovernment’sfirstpublic
executionsince 1936.

The announcement from
PentagonchiefPeteHegseth
and its timing exemplify
the salient place that the
death penalty has taken in
the nation’s polarized polit-

Deliberating death
Botched execution, planned execution renew debate over punishment
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By Stacy Parker
STAFF WRITER

VIRGINIA BEACH — Three
publicOceanfrontparksmaysoon
close overnight with restricted
hours in linewithothercityrecre-
ationalparksandlibraryproperties.

The City Council will consider
anordinancethis fall toclose17th,

24th and 31st street parks from
7p.m. to6a.m.

“It does allow us an additional
enforcementtooltobeabletoclose
aparkortomoveindividuals from
a placewhere they shouldn’t be,”
Deputy City Manager Amanda
Jarratt toldmembersof theResort
AdvisoryCommissionthismonth.
“This would give us the ability to
saythepark’sclosed—youhaveto
movetotheBoardwalkorapublic
right-of-way.”

Virginia Beach seeks limits
on 24/7 Oceanfront parks
City Council approval
sought to close venues
in resort area overnight

By Susie Blann, Elise Morton
and Collin Binkley
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump said Sunday that
Russia and Ukraine had agreed
to an “energy ceasefire” in the
41/2-year-old war, but he offered
nodetails on its terms.

Trump’sbrief socialmediapost
said only that the ceasefire took
effect immediately, adding: “Do
notbreak it!”

Moscow did not immediately
comment, and theWhite House
didnot clarifyTrump’spost.

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy said in an
evening address that the country
“welcomed” such an announce-
ment, but also said Russia on
Sunday was still hitting energy
infrastructureinKyivandKharkiv.

“Today, therewas a statement

from the president of the United
States thatanenergyceasefirehas
beensecured.Thisisgoodnewsfor
everyone—andit is importantthat
it becomereality,”he said.

Ukraine“isreadytorefrainfrom
strikingRussianenergyinfrastruc-
ture— andwe count on the same
readiness fromRussia, as well as
on the agreement reached by the
president of the United States on
thismatter,”headded.

Also, a bipartisan group of six

‘Energy ceasefire’ forRussia, Ukraine?
Trump announces
deal but not details;
diesel sale targeted
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Commanders, Giants play to a tie
after errors late in overtime lead to
bizarre finish. Sports

STAYING THE COURSE
Trump sticks with tariffs even as
voters turn against them before
midterms. Nation & World, Page 6

LG HEADED TO IOW
LG Electronics to invest more than
$64M to set up manufacturing
in Isle of Wight County.
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An injured
man looks
at his house
destroyed
in a Russian
strike on
Kharkiv,
Ukraine,
on Sunday.
ANDRII
MARIENKO/
AP
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Soldiers attend a 2009 memorial service at Fort Hood in Texas for people who were killed in a shooting at the military base. The specter
of livestreaming the execution of Nidal Hasan, the former Army major who was convicted of murdering 13 people — mostly soldiers — and
wounding dozens there, has upset many who might otherwise support his killing. NICOLE BENGIVENO/NEW YORK TIMES FILE

People participate in a March 4 Mercy protest against the death
penalty at the Tennessee State Capitol on Sept. 27 — days before the
state’s scheduled execution of Christa Pike. GEORGE WALKER IV/AP

Hasan Pike

People listen to a concert at the 24th Street stage in 2024.
Virginia Beach plans to close public Oceanfront parks at 17th,
24th and 31st streets at 7 p.m. except during events.
KENDALL WARNER/STAFF FILE
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