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ByMichaelGold
TheNewYork Times

House Democrats onWednes-
day released photographs and
videos of disgraced billionaire
Jeffrey Epstein’s home on the
private Caribbean island where

hisaccusershavesaidhetrafficked
underagegirls for sex.
Epstein,whowasalsoaccusedof

shuttling dozens of girls between
his homes in New York City and
Palm Beach, Florida, owned two
private islands in the U.S. Virgin
Islands, both off the coast of St.
Thomas. One of the islands, Little
St.James,waswhereEpstein lived
for the better part of two decades
andwasat thecenterofallegations
that it had been a place where he
sexually abused teenagegirls.

AlsoonWednesday,a letterfiled
inNewYorkCity federalcourtsaid
that GhislaineMaxwell, the long-
timecompanionofEpsteinwho is
serving a 20-year prison sentence
for sex trafficking, plans to ask a
court forher release.
The letter, submitted by her

lawyer, offers no details about
whatgroundsMaxwellwill cite in
her filing, known as a habeas peti-
tion. But the letter indicated that
she would file the request shortly
and that itwould be donewithout

a lawyer representingher.
Maxwell has already been

moved from a federal prison in
Florida to a minimum-security
campinTexas.Themoveoccurred
aftershewas interviewedover two
days about the Epstein case by
ToddBlanche, theJusticeDepart-
ment’s second-in-command and
one of President Donald Trump’s
formerprivate lawyers.
The release of the cache of 10

photosandfourvideosofEpstein’s
secludedhomeappeared tobe the

latestbidbyDemocrats to intensify
pressure on the Justice Depart-
ment tomakepublicallof its inves-
tigative files on the convicted sex
offender’s case following enact-
ment last month of a law requir-
ing it.
Rep. Robert Garcia of Cali-

fornia, the top Democrat on the
Oversight Committee, said the
panelhadreceivedEpstein’sfinan-
cial records from J.P. Morgan and

Images of Epstein’s home released
Letter saysMaxwell to
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seeking her freedom

ByNateDelesline III
Staffwriter

SMITHFIELD—Onabright
and chilly morning, laughter
and people in scrubs filled the
emergency department during
trainingsessionsaboutamonth
ahead of the opening of the
community’sfirsteverhospital.
“Weget askeda lot ifwe’ll be

open24/7, and I think it speaks
to the fact that this community
has never had access to 24/7
care before,” JessicaMacalino,
the hospital’s president, said
duringatour. “Onceweturnthe
lights on, we never turn them
offagain.”
Incelebrationof thatupcom-

ingmilestone, a ribbon-cutting
ceremony — with 400 guests
expected, includingGov.Glenn
Youngkin — is set for 3 p.m.
Thursday.RiversideSmithfield
is targetingJan.6as thefirstday
to receive patients, pending all
necessaryregulatoryapprovals.
In themeantime, equipment

installations,finishing touches,
testing and training are ongo-
ing.
One challenge in organiz-

ing and training a new team is
bringingtogether the70people
whowill staff the ERwhomay
not have worked together
before, said KristyMakula, the
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Hospital
plans to
open in
January
Smithfield to have first
health care facility
with 24/7 emergency
department
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Community
pharmacies
Virginia lost 10% of community
pharmacies over five years,
according to a study. Page 2

Drunken raccoon
A liquor store employee found a
raccoon drunk and passed out
on the bathroom floor after it
broke into the store. Page 3

BySandra J. Pennecke | Staffwriter

Itmight cost a bitmore to get yourholiday
cheer on this year.
With continued tariffs placed on

imports fromChina,mass-producedorna-
mentsandotherdecorationsaresubject to
higher prices. In 2023, the U.S. imported

88% of its total supply of Christmas decorations
fromChina,accordingtoU.S.CensusBureaudata.
TariffsonimportedChristmasdecorcanbe30%

or higher, and some items, such as holiday lights,
face a tax as high as 63%on top of the previously
established33%tariff, according to theAmerican
ChristmasTreeAssociation.
JimAbichtstockshisshop, theChristmasStore

onMain Street in downtown Smithfield, with an
abundanceofholiday itemsfor indoordecorating,
including one-of-a-kind and limited-production

Tariffs coming after
Christmas decor
Mass-produced ornaments and other decorations are subject to higher prices

ByKate Seltzer
Staffwriter

Acannabis retailmarket could
be coming to Virginia as soon as
next November, if the General
Assembly passes the legislation
and Gov.-elect Abigail Span-
berger signs off on it. Since
2021, Virginians have been able
to legally possess marijuana for
personalusebutunable to legally
purchase it.
The Joint Commission to

Oversee the Transition of the
Commonwealth into a Canna-
bis Retail Market rolled out the
legislativeproposalTuesdayafter-
noon, which amends legislation
passed last sessionbutwasvetoed

byGov.GlennYoungkin, thenand
previously.
“States followingthispathhave

seenadverse effects onchildren’s
andadolescent’shealthandsafety,
increasedgangactivityandviolent
crime, significant deterioration
in mental health, decreased road
safety, and significant costs asso-
ciated with retail marijuana that
farexceedtaxrevenue,”Youngkin
wrote inhis veto explanation.
That legislation contained a

provisionthatwouldhaveallowed
localities to opt out of a retail
market. But this year’s proposal
gets rid of that option. It also
increases the amount localities
can tax from2.5% to3.5%.
“By allowing opting out, what

we’re really doing is allowing
opting intothe illicitmarket,” said
Commission Chair Paul Krizek,
D-Fairfax. “So there will not be
any dry counties, like in the days
of alcohol.”

That’saproblemfortheconser-
vative Christian group Family
Foundation.
“I think that our opposition to

Legislature gears up for
retail cannabismarket

Medicinal use marijuana plants are grown at the Cannabist growing
facility in Portsmouth as seen in 2022. A retail cannabis market could be
coming to Virginia as soon as November of next year. STAFF/FILE

Top: Emma Mills, assistant manager at the Christmas Mouse, hangs ornaments on display at the store on Atlantic Avenue in
Virginia Beach on Monday. Above: Decorative holiday items line the shelves at the Christmas Mouse in Virginia Beach.
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The main entrance of Riverside
Smithfield Hospital on
Wednesday. NATE DELESLINE III/
THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT


