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PHILLIP M. BAILEY  
AND JOEY GARRISON
USA Today

President Donald Trump, in 
a primetime address Thursday, 

sought to further sow distrust 
in U.S. elections, claiming broad 
vulnerabilities with voting sys-
tems and potential for interfer-
ence from other nations.

Trump specifically pointed to 
China, alleging it interfered with 
the electoral process in 2020.

“Every American deserves to 
know that when they cast their 

vote, that vote will be counted 
accurately in a system, and that is 
to make that system secure — one 

President alleges election weaknesses

NORA SHELLY
The Roanoke Times

When David Ramey moved 
from small-town Martinsville to 
Roanoke as a child, he could step 
out on his family’s back porch 
and see much of Henry Street, 
the bustling center of the city’s 
Black community.

From the front of the house, 
he could look down the hill and 
see Gainsboro Library — a place 
he loved and visited frequently. 
The small, brick building figured 
prominently in Ramey’s draw-
ings, many of which documented 

the historic Black neighborhood 
as it was before the destruction 
of urban renewal.

Now, hundreds of his prolific 
drawings and writings are being 
stored in that library, which has 
also worked to digitize the col-
lection for an online archive. On 
Wednesday, the city will cele-
brate the launch of the archive, 
and a traveling exhibit, at 4 p.m. 
at the Gainsboro Library.

“There’s no doubt in my mind 
my father’s ghost is in this build-
ing, his spirit is in this building,” 
said Ramey’s son, David Ramey 
Jr. “Because all of his work is 
here, the writings, everything 
that he talked about, and it 
meant everything to him.”

‘A record of memory’
THE ROANOKE TIMES, FILE 2013

Roanoke artist David Ramey, then 74, is pictured sketching in his kitchen. A self-taught artist, he made drawings and paintings from memory, 
with most of the works depicting Henry Street in its glory days.

Online archive of 
works by David Ramey 
is set to launch soon

JASON DUNOVANT
The Roanoke Times

Appalachian Power Co. is 
taking unprecedented steps 
to maintain the water level of 
Smith Mountain Lake as it con-
tinues to drop due to the ongo-
ing drought. Starting next week, 
water released from the project 
will be reduced for a third time.

The reduction is part of Appa-
lachian Power’s water manage-
ment plan, which coordinates 
the steps that must be taken to 
maintain lake levels while main-
taining and supporting ecol-
ogy and recreational activities 
downstream. The company has 
already implemented two “trig-
gers” of its plan to reduce water 
released from the project as the 
lake level hit critical points. 

The first trigger was hit April 
27 to reduce water released under 
the minimum flow required by 
15%. The second trigger was 
hit May 11, further reducing the 
water release. With the third 
trigger set to be implemented 
July 22, water released is reduced 
by as much as 30% below the 
minimum required.

A variance was approved by 
the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality to allow 
Appalachian Power to imple-
ment the third trigger before 
the Sept. 30 date outlined in 
the water management plan, 
according to Appalachian Power.

“The decision to proactively 
request a variance and imple-
ment the trigger early was made 
after multiple meetings with the 
Virginia Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality and uses of 
predictive models, forecasting 
and other factors,” Appalachian 
Power said in an email to The 
Roanoke Times.

Even with the first two triggers 
in place, Smith Mountain Lake 
has continued to see a drop in the 
lake level. While it has improved 
somewhat due to recent rains, it 

Water 
releases 
reduced 
again
APCo takes another 
step as lake’s 
water levels drop 
amid drought

NORA SHELLY
The Roanoke Times

Roanoke City Councilman 
Phazhon Nash said Friday that 
Councilman Peter Volosin made 

a comment to him evoking racial 
undertones after a meeting last 
week.

Nash in a Facebook post alleged 
that Volosin in part said the words 
“owns you” to him at the end of 
a tense meeting July 6 where the 
council discussed changes to the 
2024 zoning reforms that spurred 
pushback from some in the city. 
The two sit next to each other at 
city council meetings.

Nash, the only Black council 

member, said in an interview Fri-
day that he was packing up his 
stuff when the incident happened, 
and he wasn’t paying attention 
when he first noticed Volosin lean 
in his ear. He missed the first part 
of his comment, but heard the 
words “owns you.”

“The comment immediately 
struck a nerve,” Nash wrote in his 
post. “Regardless of the intent 
behind it, I cannot ignore lan-
guage that, for me, carries and 

invokes a feeling of racial under-
tone and historical significance.”

Volosin, who is running for 
reelection, declined to comment 
when reached via email Friday.

The interaction between 
Volosin and Nash was captured 
on the livestream of the meeting 
on the city’s YouTube channel.

Since it was the end of the 
meeting, a semi-transparent 
overlay screen reading “Thanks 
For Watching” covered the video 

feed before the interaction took 
place, somewhat obscuring the 
scene.

Volosin can be seen standing 

Nash: Comment had ‘racial undertone’
Interaction between 
council members 
Volosin, Nash captured 
on meeting livestream
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Pictured is one of David Ramey’s drawings, which will be in an online 
archive held by the Gainsboro Library.

WATCH: For video of 
Volosin’s interaction 
with Nash, point your 
smartphone camera at 

the QR code, then tap the link.  
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