Treatment of hearing loss with hearing aids may delay cognitive decline.”

Recent studies have found that treating hearing loss can support healthy
4 aging and reduce the risk of cognitive decline by 48% over three years.!
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Family needs ‘space’ to grieve

Petersburg woman Killed in mass shooting

Bill Atkinson
Petersburg Progress-Index
USA TODAY NETWORK

The family of a Petersburg woman
killed in a Feb. 21 mass shooting in Rich-
mond’s Shockoe Bottom is asking for
“space” as they deal with their sudden
loss.

“From the depths of our hearts, thank
you to everyone who has reached out,
prayed, called, messaged, shown up,
and wrapped the family of Genesis

Jones in love during this unimaginable
time,” Keisha Berry Pope, the best friend
of the victim’s mother, Tangee Massey
Jones, wrote on Facebook. “Your sup-
port and concern mean more to them
than words can express.”

Jones, 23, was leaving a restaurant
where she had celebrated her brother’s
birthday around 2:45 a.m. Feb. 21 when
Richmond Police say she was caught in
crossfire from a skirmish at the inter-
section of East Main and North 18th
streets. Jones was shot several times

and died at the scene.

Ultimately, a total of
nine people were shot in
the confrontation. Jones
and 42-year-old Dominic
Jackson of Henrico
County were the only fa-
talities.

The remaining seven victims were
taken to VCU Medical Center a few
blocks away for treatment.

Jones

Victim’s mother:
‘Piece of my heart’ died

Tangee Jones has put several posts

on Facebook since her daughter’s death.

“A piece of my (heart emoji) died yes-
terday!” she posted Sunday morning.
“My God!! HOW am I supposed to go
on?!? Broken...I want my lil mama back
(praying hands emoji).”

Pope wrote that the family is “trying
to process the loss of Genesis and to find
the strength to breathe” through their
grief.

“Please understand that they need
some space as they navigate this pain,”
Pope wrote. “They feel your love and
they are grateful for every kind thought

See SHOOTING, Page 2A

Petersburg Area Art League will host Charles Magistro’s artist talk at 1 p.m. on Feb. 28 in Old Towne.

ARTIST TALK

PAAL hosts
American artist
Charles Magistro

Kristi K. Higgins
Petersburg Progress-Index
USA TODAY NETWORK

In Petersburg, an artist talk by
American artist Charles Magistro
will be hosted by Petersburg Area
Art League [PAAL]. The free public
program will be held at 1 p.m. Feb.
28. Attendees will listen to Magist-
ro discuss his creative process, in-
fluences, and the deeply personal
narratives embedded in his work.

American artist
Charles Magistro

“Magistro’s practice spans from
imagined

abstract  painting,

See ARTIST TALK, Page 2A
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On the left, American artist Charles Magistro speaks with guests at his
exhibition on Feb. 13, at Petersburg Area Art League. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY

KEN COX

GOP files
second VA
redistricting
lawsuit

Bill Atkinson
Petersburg Progress-Index
USA TODAY NETWORK

Another lawsuit involving Virginia
Democrats’ attempt to redraw the
state’s congressional map has been
filed by Republican members of the con-
gressional delegation, but unlike the
others, this one is not asking for the pro-
posed April 21 referendum to be halted.

This one, filed Feb. 18 in Richmond
City Circuit Court by Reps. John
McGuire and Rob Wittman, challenges
the wording of the ballot. They say the
question as it now appears is mislead-
ing to Virginia voters and generates
“viewpoint discrimination” by claiming
an affirmative vote would “restore fair-
ness” to the electoral process.

The lawsuit -filed by McGuire of the
5th District, Wittman of the 1st District,
and co-plaintiff Melissa Jurk of North-
ern Virginia - is not the same as a suit
filed on the same day by GOP Reps. Ben
Cline and Morgan Griffith, and the Re-
publican National Committee in Taze-
well County Circuit Court that would
halt the referendum altogether. A judge
in that court has issued an injunction
blocking the referendum from happen-
ing, and Virginia's attorney general,
Democrat Jay Jones, has filed an ap-
peal.

“Plaintiffs ask this court to require
that the General Assembly comply with
Virginia law by presenting the voters
with a ballot questionntiffs ask this
courttorequirethatthe General Assem-
bly comply with Virginia law by pre-
senting the voters with aballot question
that is neutral and accurate as required
by the Virginia Code and Constitution,”
the lawsuit reads. “The people of Vir-
ginia are entitled to decide the fate of a
proposed constitutional amendment,
and they are entitled to do so on the ba-
sis of truthful, unbiased information
presented by their government.”

Political background
of the referendum

The referendum is in response to

See REDISTRICTING, Page 2A
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