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The “Fashionable Melodies: A Schol-
arshipLuncheonFashionShow”is com-
ing soon. The event, organized and
hosted by the Women’s Committee for
the Petersburg Symphony Orchestra
(WCPSO), has a new venue. It will be
held at the Gregg-Adams Club on Fort
Lee from noon to 3 p.m. Sept. 13.

Fashions from Dillard’s of Stony

Point Fashion Mall will be featured, un-
der the coordination of Petersburg’s
own Jewel Lawrence, Dillard’s fashion
sales manager.

Musical entertainment will be pro-
vided by Petersburg Symphony String
Ensemble and jazz saxophonist James
Holden Jr., a global studio musician.
Richard Caple, a fashion coordinator of
Petersburg, will share his talents again
to coordinate the show and provide
models with runway instructions.

Tickets,which include lunch, are $50

each. Proceeds from the tickets sup-
port music scholarships for high
school seniors, college and post-grad-
uate music students as well as Peters-
burg Symphony Orchestra’s commu-
nity music programs.

For tickets contact Annette Smith-
Lee at annesmith231@verizon.net or
Joyce Junior at joyceju-
nior69@gmail.com.

“Wewill behumbledandhonored to

Fashion show tickets
to include luncheon

TOP:Models at “Melodies of Fashion
Scholarship Luncheon” in September
2024 take a selfi�e together.

ABOVE: Petersburg Symphony String
Ensemble performs at “Melodies of
Fashion Scholarship Luncheon” in
2024.

LEFT: Kenneth W. Lewis walks the
runway at “Melodies of Fashion
Scholarship Luncheon” in 2024.
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Calling it a frequent budget-cut tar-
get because of overall lack of visibility,
Sen. Mark Warner told a roundtable
discussion this week that the future of
consumable water and wastewater
management systems lies in more re-
gional approaches, not just one local-
ity shouldering all the burden.

“This is the easiest thing to punt
on,”Warner, D-Virginia, said Sept. 2 at
the meeting inside the John Randolph
Foundationheadquarters inHopewell.
“Because, you know, folks don’t see it.
They turn on the tap, water comes out.
It’s great to punt onuntil it’s not great.”

“Punting” the issue, asWarner stat-
ed, has led to numerouswater crises in
central Virginia this year. It began in
January with a power outage at the
wastewater treatment plant in Rich-
mond, and spread in July with major
fl�ooding problems across Petersburg
andamillion-gallon sewage spill at the
Hopewell Water Renewal Plant into
the James River.

In each case, the problems could be
traced to historical oversights in up-
dating the cities’ aging water infra-
structure systems. Unfortunately,
those updates sometimes come with
hefty costs thatmany cannot immedi-
ately aff�ord.

For example, Hopewell was told by
a consultant in late 2023 that it would
cost north of $23 million to bring its
treatment plant up to par with part of
that cost covering the 17-person un-
derstaffi�ng there. Unfortunately for
Hopewell, its fi�scalmanagementprob-
lems stemming back to 2015 means
that for now, the city has no bond rat-
ing on which to get funding.

Future of
wastewater
management
in Virginia
Bill Atkinson
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See WASTEWATER, Page 2A

Sen. Mark Warner, D-Virginia,
speaks during a roundtable
discussion on improving wastewater
services on Sept. 2 at the
John Randolph Foundation office
in Hopewell. Flanking him are
Rep. Jennifer McClellan, D-Virginia,
and the mayors of Hopewell,
Petersburg and Richmond.
BILL ATKINSON/PROGRESS-INDEX.COM

An inmate at the Federal Correction-
al Complex-Petersburg has been given
more prison time after guards discov-
ered fentanyl hidden in his cell almost
three years ago.

According to the U.S. Attorney for
the Eastern District of Virginia, Carlos
Contreras, 45, of Laredo, Texas, was
sentenced Sept. 3 in Richmond federal
court to three years and three months
on possession with intent to distribute
the drug. He already was serving a 17.5-
year sentence for conspiracy to traffi�c
drugs alongwith 33 other defendants in

a group known as the Texas Mexican
Mafi�a, or Mexikanemi.

Court records indicate the fentanyl
was discovered in anAug.18, 2022, ran-
dom search of Contreras’ cell at FCC.
Authorities found a hidden compart-
ment behind a mirror in the cell that

Inmate sentenced for possessing fentanyl
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*Buy 2 Comfort 365 Windows® at regular
price and get 2 additional windows of equal
or lesser value free with participation in the
Yes! Program. Offer applies to all window
styles in white except nonrectangular
shaped window styles. Window discount
without participation in Yes! Program
equals 40% off. Minimum purchase of 4
windows required. 20% national door
discount requires minimum purchase of 1
entry door with decorative glass. Earn up
to an additional 10% off with participation
in the Yes! Program (up to $2,000), making
your door discount a total of up to 30%
off. All prices include standard installation.
All discounts apply to the MSRP cost. No
adjustments can be made on prior sales.
YES! Program valid only at the time of your
initial demonstration and once per residence
per term. Offer subject to change. †The
Champion Limited Lifetime Warranty applies
to Comfort 365 Windows® and qualifying
Champion products as long as the original
purchaser owns the home. See website
or a Champion representative for details.
Offer expires 09/30/25. Lic# CGC1537616 &
CCC1336245. ©Champion Opco LLC, 2025
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GET 2
FREE*

30%OFF*

OFFERS EXPIRE 9/30/25
ENTRY DOORS
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