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Part of the New York Flying Pizza franchise, Staunton Flying Pizza is located at 2221 N. Augusta St.
BRAD ZINN/THE NEWS LEADER; GRAPHIC, GETTY IMAGES

A SLICE OF THE VALLEY

Staunton Flying Pizza crowned best local pie

Monique Calello staunton News Leader | USA TODAY NETWORK

e spotlighted 16 locally owned favorite pizza spots in Staunton, Waynes-

boro and Augusta County, drawing on reviews, recommendations and buzz

from across the web and social media, and asked you to vote for your favor-

ite place. ¢ New York Flying Pizza in Staunton claimed the top spot in Au-
gust’s Best Pizza poll with 31% of the vote. Pizza Luca finished second at 19%, while Little

Maria’s Pizza & Subs in Verona placed third with 13%. e We looked for a strong mix of New

York-style, traditional Italian, brick-fired, and neighborhood pizzerias with loyal followings

and something distinctive to offer, whether it’s Sicilian pies, gourmet toppings or signature
specialty pizzas. See BEST, Page 3A

Staunton explores ‘daylighting’ damaged tunnel

City Council weighs
options for Wharf
parking lot system

Lyra Bordelon
Staunton News Leader
USA TODAY NETWORK

The City of Staunton daylighting the
Wharf parking lot seems more likely
than it did before the Thursday, Aug. 13,
Staunton City Council meeting.

The possibility of daylighting, or ex-

.

Reveal

by KOHLER

posing part of the tunneled stream un-
der the Wharf back up into the epony-
mous daylight, was briefly raised last
year, similar to what was done at Pey-
ton Creek in Gypsy Hill Park. The city
turned to the engineering firm of Wiley
Wilson to study the possibilities.

Dan Sutton, a senior project man-
ager with the firm, presented the initial
results of the daylighting study to coun-
cil on Aug. 13. Sutton was concerned
about a section of the stream tunnel not
currently under repair, which flows
downstream from the point where Lew-

is Creek and Gum Spring Branch, also
known as Peyton Creek, meet.

“The tunnels themselves are not in
immediate danger of failing, but they’re
not getting any better the longer we
wait to do something about this,” said
Sutton said. “We have a continued lim-
ited use of the Wharf parking lot and we
have this risk that the next big flood
does damage that to the point where it
collapses.”

Highlighting that the sections of

See TUNNEL, Page 2A
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Staunton
Amtrak
station to
get $S15M
facelift

Bill Atkinson
Petersburg Progress-Index
USA TODAY NETWORK

More than $15 million in federal
funding is on track for improvements
at the Staunton Amtrak Station.

In a shared statement Friday, Aug.
14, Virginia Sens. Tim Kaine and Mark
Warner said the money for the station
will cover upgrades to the station’s
platform, canopy, and accessible
routes, including handrails and curb
ramps.

It is part of more than $2.18 billion
awarded to the state through the U.S.
Department of Transportation’s Fed-
eral-State Partnership for Intercity
Passenger Rail Grant Program. The
program was created by the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law, which the sena-
tors called “a transformative invest-
ment” in American infrastructure.

“Reliable passenger rail plays a
critical role in connecting Virginians to
their jobs, families, and communities,
while also giving travelers more op-
tions to get where they need to go,”
Kaine and Warner said in the state-
ment. “We’re thrilled that the Biparti-
san Infrastructure Law continues to
deliver major investments to Virginia,
improving our transportation infra-
structure, boosting our Common-
wealth’s economy, and creating good-
paying jobs.

Located at 1 Middlebrook Ave. in

See AMTRAK, Page 2A

Scenes from the Virginia Scenic
Railway, a tourist rail excursion that
departs from Staunton.
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THIS MONTH ONLY

GET 50% OFF INSTALLATION

i of Your KOHLER, Walk-In Bath + NO INTEREST FOR 12 MONTHS'
1

KOMLER

“For as long as the original purchaser consumer owns his or her home. For complete
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