Buy One, Get One
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$200 OFF |
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RENEWAL
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FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT
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Windows and Doors!

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4
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MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 1 get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no

PLUS

NO Money Down, NO Monthly Payments, NO Interest for 12 Months!
MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 - INTEREST ACCRUES DURING PROMOTIONAL PERIOD BUT IS WAIVED IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS

____________ “money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase

four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 7/1/2026
and 9/30/2026. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less
than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order.
Additional $200 off your purchase, minimum purchase of 4 required,
taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 9/30/2026.
Subject to credit approval. 12-month Promotional Period: when no
payments are due, interest accrues but is waived if balance is paid in
full before Promotional Period expires. Any unpaid balance owed after
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Call 540-692-3168 by Sept. 30
to schedule a FREE consultation!

Promotional Period, plus accrued interest, will be paid in installments
based on terms disclosed in the financing agreement. Financing is
provided by various financial institutions without regard to age, race,
color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings
comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available
at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service
area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License
numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal
by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated.
©2026 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA14301
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Sandra Cararo, owner of The Book Dragon Shop, first came up with the idea of Queen City Word Fest, a book festival and

literary event in downtown Staunton. PATRICK HITE/THE NEWS LEADER

Second Queen City Word
Fest coming to Staunton

Patrick Hite
Staunton News Leader
USA TODAY NETWORK

The second Queen City Word Fest
will feature author panels, writing
workshops and a meet the authors
event on Oct. 17 in Staunton.

The event is a literary festival “ded-
icated to celebrating the written word
and fostering a vibrant literary commu-
nity,” according to a press release. It is
organized and staffed by an all-volun-

teer committee.

Panels and workshops for readers
and writers will be held at Silver Line
Theatre Exchange, 211 N. Lewis St. in
Staunton throughout the day. Work-
shops will be announced later in August
and advance purchase of tickets will be
required.

The highlight of the Word Fest is a
meet the authors event, to be held at 110
W. Beverley St. in Staunton, next to The
Book Dragon Shop. More than 30 au-
thors from variety of genres will sign

and sell their books from 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Admission to the meet the authors
event is free and open to all ages.

As a kickoff to the Word Fest, The
Book Dragon Shop will host a conversa-
tion with Bill and Karen Brodsky (writ-
ing under the pen name K.B. Brodsky),
authors of the new thriller “Beyond
Honor,” published by Simon & Schuster.
The meet-and-greet and book signing
will take place at Redbeard Brewing Co.,

See WORD FEST, Page 2A

Local man
sentenced
in fatal
crash

Brad Zinn

Staunton News Leader
USA TODAY NETWORK

VERONA — A man who struck an e-
bike rider last year in Stuarts Draft,
then drove for about two miles with
the bike lodged in the front of his SUV,
has been convicted of involuntary
manslaughter.

The crash killed 25-year-old Dylan
C. Knowles of Waynesboro, who was
on his way home from a family dinner.

On Wednesday, Aug. 5, in Augusta
County Circuit Court, Samuel W. Call,
37, of Waynesboro, entered Alford
pleas to charges of involuntary man-
slaughter, hit-and-run, and driving
while intoxicated. An Alford plea
doesn’t admit guilt but acknowledges
there is enough evidence to likely se-
cure a conviction. It’s treated the same
as a guilty plea.

In a plea agreement, Call was sen-
tenced to seven years in prison.

Victim struck by
SUV, suspect flees

On the night of Sept. 14, Knowles
was on an e-bike on Stuarts Draft
Highway and headed toward Waynes-
boro when he was hit from behind by
Call near Ladd Road.

“However, the defendant did not
stop,” said Augusta County Senior As-
sistant Commonwealth’s Attorney
Holly Rasheed. The prosecutor said
Knowles died instantly.

With Knowles’ e-bike lodged in the
grill of Call's 2022 Kia Sorento and the
SUV’s windshield shattered, Call con-
tinued to drive. Rasheed said the e-bike
was “visibly sticking straight out.” A wit-
ness also snapped a photo of the e-bike
protruding from the front of the SUV.

See SENTENCING, Page 2A
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People walk past an anti-U.S. billboard
Aug. 3 on a street in Tehran, Iran.
MAJID ASGARIPOUR/WEST ASIA NEWS AGENCY
VIA REUTERS

BATH
FITTER"®

Iran issues

Parisa Hafezi and Samia Nakhoul
REUTERS

Iran has made a concerted diplomat-
ic push with Persian Gulf states, warn-
ing them explicitly that Tehran will hit
their oil, power and water plants unless
they convince President Donald Trump
to end U.S. strikes on Iran and instead

$1,

seek a negotiated end to the war.

The warning envisaged attacks on
the energy facilities, oil fields, refiner-
ies, electricity grids, water infrastruc-
ture, transportation networks and other
strategic assets of Washington’s closest
Arab allies, according to a senior Iranian
official.

The message, part of a broader Irani-

warning to Gulf states

an effort to deter further U.S. military
action by raising the prospect of severe
economic disruption across the Gulf,
was delivered through a flurry of high-
level diplomatic contacts after Trump
threatened on July 28 to strike Iran’s en-
ergy network and infrastructure, the

See WARNING, Page 2A

500 OFF

plus

0% INTEREST FOR 18 MONTHS®

540-215-3651 | bath-fitter.com/springcrossword

©Registered trademark of Bath Fitter Franchising Inc. 'Offer ends 8/31/26. $1,500 off qualifying projects; discount applied to contract price before tax. All offers apply to a complete Bath Fitter system only and must be presented and used at time
of estimate. Minimum purchase required. *Terms of promotional financing are 18 months of no interest from the date of installation and minimum deposit. Interest accrues from date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 18 months. Monthly

payments are required during the 18 months, and making only the required monthly payments will not pay off the amount financed. See representative for details. Qualified buyers only. ‘Lifetime Warranty on Bath Fitter®-manufactured acrylic
products; see terms and limitations at Bathfitter.com/warranty. *Tub-to-shower conversions and fiberglass replacements typically require a two-day installation. May not be combined with other offers or applied to previous quotes or purchases.
Valid only at select Bath Fitter locations. Fixtures and features may be different than pictured. Accessories pictured are not included. Some plumbing work done by P.U.L.S.E. Plumbing. DC HIC #420213000044, DE MPL #PL-0002303, IA CL

#52609-CL, IA CR #C132306, IL CL #055-043646, IL MPL #058-198946, MD Licensed Plumber #17499, MD Licensed Plumber #82842, MHIC # 129436, MHIC # 129995, MI CL #8111651, MI MPL #8111651, NE CR #52729, NJ HIC #13VH03073000,

NJ Plumbing Lic. # 36BI01065500, OH LIC #37445, PA HIC #PA017017, SD MPL #CLS-MD-R0823-19-2078C, VA Class A HIC #2705146537, VA Class A HIC #2705155694, VA Tradesman Master Plumber #2710064024, IA MPL #25077, WV HIC
#WV038808, WV HIC #WV053085, WV MPL #PL07514. Each franchise is independently owned and operated by Bath Saver, Inc, lowa Bath Solutions, LLC, Ohio Bath Solutions, LLC, or Mid Atlantic Bath Solutions, LLC.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy

PROUDLY SERVING OUR COMMUNITIES OF
STAUNTON, WAYNESBORO AND AUGUSTA
COUNTY, VA. FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY.

every page by going to newsleader.com/enewspaper or scan this code
on your mobile device. You will also find late news and sports in the

bonus sections. Check it out today!
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