
Under pressure
Sinus headache prevention, 
causes and fixes.   HEALTH, PAGE C1

Cavalier motivation
Fueled by losses, UVa football ready to 
spring into action on Monday.   SPORTS, PAGE B1
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Then, the Sheriff’s Office
sent in Sgt. BarisDemirci and
hisK9, Titan, a blackGerman
shepherd whose zeal for po-
licework lives up tohis name.
Titanstartedbarkingat awall
and police realized the sus-
pect was behind the plaster.
Somehow he’d fallen through
a floor and ended up next to
the sumppump.
“If it wasn’t for Titan, they

would never have found the
guy,” said Deputy Bo Trus-
low, also a K9 officer. “The
guy was breathing through
a tube to the outside, hiding
behind a wall. What human
wouldhave foundhimthere?”
Demirci admits the case

was one of the finermoments

for the4-year-oldTitan.
“You’re like a proud dad

when you see him perform,”
said Demirci, a patrol deputy
who also directs the county’s
K9 teams and is the president
of the Virginia Police Canine
Association. “We put a lot of
work into these dogs, when
they finally get to do it anddo
itwell, it’s exciting.”
And that’s about as close

to gushing as Demirci gets.
An Army soldier for five
years and policeman for 12,
the 6-foot 4-inch officer is as
solid as awall a suspectmight
hide behind—and about as
chatty as one. Teammates
sarcastically describe him as
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After aman tried to abduct aStaffordCounty child earlier this year, nearly every
lawenforcementofficer in the county got involved, including apolice dog that’s gotten

considerable attention inhis 2½yearswith theStaffordSheriff’sOffice.
Investigators tracked the suspect tohis EmbreyMill home, called in aSWATteam, sent in adrone,

used crisis negotiators anddeployed chemicals, but got no response fromthe inside.

Stafford police release
the Titan on local crime

PHOTOS BY TRISTAN LOREI / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Deputy Dominic Ferrell grimaces as Titan, handled by Sgt. Baris Demirci, digs his teeth into the bite suit in training.

Titan sprints toward a squad car that contains a ‘suspect’
during a training exercise in Stafford on Sept. 27.

K9 IS AREA’S TOPDOGFORNABBING SUSPECTS

SEE TITAN, A16
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Virginianswithdisabilitiesare
struggling to afford care at home
or in an assisted living facil-
ity because state financial assis-
tance doesn’t offer enough help
with current costs, according to
the Commonwealth Council on
Aging, a state government advi-
soryboard.
The council is asking the

General Assembly to pitch in to
increase these allowances.
It is also asking the legislature

to consider additional protec-
tions for adults who are under
guardianships or conservator-
ships, such as requiring periodic
court hearings to review these
cases, a recommendation of the

Council for
elderly calls
for more
funds, help
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FORT MYERS, Fla .—With a
death toll nearing three dozen,
rescuers searched on Saturday
for survivors among the Florida
homes ruined by Hurricane Ian,
while authorities and stunned
residents in South Carolina be-
gan surveying their losses and
assessing the damage from the
powerful storm’s strike there.
Ian, one of the strongest hur-

ricanes ever to hit the U.S., ter-
rorized millions for most of the
week, battering western Cuba
beforerakingacrossFloridafrom
the Gulf ofMexico to the Atlan-
tic Ocean, and then mustering
a final assault on the Caroli-
nas. The storm then weakened
Saturday rolling into the mid-
Atlantic.
At least 35 people were con-

SEE AGING, A16

After Ian,
focus
turns to
recovery
HURRICANE DEATH TOLL
RISES AS RESCUERS CONTINUE
TO SEARCH FOR SURVIVORS

SEE STORM, A6
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Weather
Breezy this afternoon
High 62  •  Low 54
Forecast • B6
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HANNAH FINGERHUT
Associated Press

Months after the last of the 
United States’ 1-cent coins 
were pressed, some states are 
beginning to o� er their own 2 
cents on the penny problem by 
setting rounding guidance for 

cash purchases.
President Donald Trump 

announced early last year an 
end to penny production, say-
ing it was wasteful. It cost 3.7 
cents to make each 1-cent coin 
in 2024, according to the U.S. 
Mint. The move led to a shortage 

of pennies in cash registers last 
summer, forcing consumers and 
businesses to confront a pen-
niless future in which making 
exact change would be di�  cult.

The Treasury Department has 
said it will continue circulating 
the roughly 114 billion pennies 

that exist for “as long as pos-
sible.” Pennies must still be 
accepted as payment.

One solution to the penny 
problem is rounding to the 
nearest nickel, using a practice 

States explore post-penny rounding rules

St. Patrick’s Day 
weekend is o�  to a 
hairy start with a 

‘Best Beard Contest’ at 
Billiken’s Smokehouse. 

Categories covered 
moustaches to 

creative and everything 
in between, including 

a category for women/
kids. Proceeds will 

benefi t the 
Patawomeck Indian 

Tribe.

SUZANNE CARR ROSSI PHOTOS, THE FREE LANCE-STAR

Jessica Jones won the ‘Whiskerina’ category.

ANNA BRYSON
Richmond Times-Dispatch

When Wendy Little attended 
her older son’s preschool grad-
uation ceremony in Chesterfi eld 
County, she thought the whole 
thing was a bit silly and over-
the-top. A whole graduation cer-
emony for fi nishing preschool? 
But now, 14 years later, the photo 
of her son Eryn in his little cap 
and gown is one of her most 
cherished memories. It might be 
the only graduation he ever gets.

Eryn is now 18 years old, but 
he hasn’t passed his 8th-grade 
Standards of Learning exams. 

He’s “very capable,” his mother 
says, and always dreamed of 
going to college. Eryn lives with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder, 
emotional disability and a phys-
ical health impairment. 

He hasn’t attended school since 
2022 because of a series of disputes 
between his mother and the Ches-
terfi eld County school system over 
Eryn’s special education plan.

Wendy Little admits she’s des-
perate. She’s spent “everything 
she had” on attorney’s fees fi ght-
ing for her son’s right to an edu-
cation. As the disputes with the 
school system dragged on over 
the years, Eryn stayed at home 
and became more reclusive.

“He’s left without an eighth-
grade education right now,” 
Wendy Little said. “He literally 
has no future.”

Battle over 
special ed 
sparks AG

SCOTT SHENK
The Free Lance–Star

While a proposed electrical 
transmission line may impact 
only a small portion of western 
Spotsylvania County, the Board 
of Supervisors still expressed 
angst about the roughly 115-
mile, 765-kilovolt line.

At Tuesday’s meeting, the 

board considered adding a let-
ter opposing the proposal to 
the consent agenda. The board 
decided to rework the letter and 
vote on it later.

But that didn’t stop the 
supervisors from talking about 
the proposal and its potential 
impacts on the county.

At this point, the Joshua Falls 
to Yeat proposal includes two 
possible route corridors, one of 
which includes “corridor varia-
tion” options.

The project’s preliminary 
routes could run through as 

Spotsylvania wary of 
proposed power line

Senator: Rollback 
of the O�ce of 
Civil Rights is a 
huge problem

The Joshua Falls to 
Yeat project may 
impact only a small 
portion of the county

VIEW: Love funnies? Subscribers 
can fi nd more comics, puzzles and 
columns at go.fredericksburg.
com/comics.

Bills to deal with penniless 
cash transactions have passed 

both chambers and await 
the governor’s signature in 
Arizona, Florida, Oregon, 
Tennessee, Virginia and 

Washington. Some states are 
proposing to allow businesses 
to round cash purchases, 
while others consider 
requiring it.
STOCK.ADOBE.COM

Please see SPECIAL ED, Page A3

Please see POWERLINE, Page A3

Please see PENNIES, Page A3

Bearded 
vibes 
in the 
'Burg

Jason Voelkl won the ‘Best 
Business Beard’ category.

Chris Moss won the ‘Partial 
Beard’ category.

Bobby Su� el won the ‘Best 
Full Beard 2-6 inches’ 
category.

Gary Warren 
from Richmond, 

Va. won fi rst 
place in the ‘Full 

Beard 6 inches 
+ over’ at Shan 

Man’s Beard 
Wisdom beard 

competition 
held at Billiken’s 

Smokehouse 
while 

celebrating St. 
Patrick’s Day. 

Nathan Wilson won ‘Best 
Moustache’ at Shan Man’s 
beard competition.
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