
Pulse check
Know your workout 
heart rate. � HEALTH, PAGE C1 

Bad 2nd half dooms Cavs
Virginia lets 16-point lead slip away in 
disappointing loss to North Carolina. � SPORTS, PAGE B1 
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Then, the Sheriff’s Office
sent in Sgt. BarisDemirci and
hisK9, Titan, a blackGerman
shepherd whose zeal for po-
licework lives up tohis name.
Titanstartedbarkingat awall
and police realized the sus-
pect was behind the plaster.
Somehow he’d fallen through
a floor and ended up next to
the sumppump.
“If it wasn’t for Titan, they

would never have found the
guy,” said Deputy Bo Trus-
low, also a K9 officer. “The
guy was breathing through
a tube to the outside, hiding
behind a wall. What human
wouldhave foundhimthere?”
Demirci admits the case

was one of the finermoments

for the4-year-oldTitan.
“You’re like a proud dad

when you see him perform,”
said Demirci, a patrol deputy
who also directs the county’s
K9 teams and is the president
of the Virginia Police Canine
Association. “We put a lot of
work into these dogs, when
they finally get to do it anddo
itwell, it’s exciting.”
And that’s about as close

to gushing as Demirci gets.
An Army soldier for five
years and policeman for 12,
the 6-foot 4-inch officer is as
solid as awall a suspectmight
hide behind—and about as
chatty as one. Teammates
sarcastically describe him as
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After aman tried to abduct aStaffordCounty child earlier this year, nearly every
lawenforcementofficer in the county got involved, including apolice dog that’s gotten

considerable attention inhis 2½yearswith theStaffordSheriff’sOffice.
Investigators tracked the suspect tohis EmbreyMill home, called in aSWATteam, sent in adrone,

used crisis negotiators anddeployed chemicals, but got no response fromthe inside.

Stafford police release
the Titan on local crime

PHOTOS BY TRISTAN LOREI / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Deputy Dominic Ferrell grimaces as Titan, handled by Sgt. Baris Demirci, digs his teeth into the bite suit in training.

Titan sprints toward a squad car that contains a ‘suspect’
during a training exercise in Stafford on Sept. 27.

K9 IS AREA’S TOPDOGFORNABBING SUSPECTS

SEE TITAN, A16
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Virginianswithdisabilitiesare
struggling to afford care at home
or in an assisted living facil-
ity because state financial assis-
tance doesn’t offer enough help
with current costs, according to
the Commonwealth Council on
Aging, a state government advi-
soryboard.
The council is asking the

General Assembly to pitch in to
increase these allowances.
It is also asking the legislature

to consider additional protec-
tions for adults who are under
guardianships or conservator-
ships, such as requiring periodic
court hearings to review these
cases, a recommendation of the

Council for
elderly calls
for more
funds, help

BYREBECCASANTANA
ANDMEGKINNARD
ASSOCIATEDPRESS

FORT MYERS, Fla .—With a
death toll nearing three dozen,
rescuers searched on Saturday
for survivors among the Florida
homes ruined by Hurricane Ian,
while authorities and stunned
residents in South Carolina be-
gan surveying their losses and
assessing the damage from the
powerful storm’s strike there.
Ian, one of the strongest hur-

ricanes ever to hit the U.S., ter-
rorized millions for most of the
week, battering western Cuba
beforerakingacrossFloridafrom
the Gulf ofMexico to the Atlan-
tic Ocean, and then mustering
a final assault on the Caroli-
nas. The storm then weakened
Saturday rolling into the mid-
Atlantic.
At least 35 people were con-

SEE AGING, A16

After Ian,
focus
turns to
recovery
HURRICANE DEATH TOLL
RISES AS RESCUERS CONTINUE
TO SEARCH FOR SURVIVORS

SEE STORM, A6
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InsideLove funnies? Subscribers can find 
more comics, puzzles and columns at 
go.fredericksburg.com/comics. 
Point your smartphone camera at the 
QR code, then tap the link.

ALLISON BROPHY CHAMPION
Culpeper Star-Exponent

A pair of entrepreneurial mil-
lennials invested substantially to 
rev up interest in making Culpeper 
“The Motorcycle Capital of Vir-
ginia,” a concept that’s on its way 
to cruise control as bike enthusi-
asts discover what makes it so.

Dos Allen, 37, and Eric Fulton, 
36, opened Fulton Moto, a motor-
cycle gear shop and hang-out 
spot this past fall, and the busi-
ness partners and friends recently 
added a full espresso bar. The idea 
for the store, located at the back of 

the historic Masonic Lodge, at 107 
S. East St., formed from the Bikes 
& Coffee meetups the two bikers 

began hosting back in 2024.
Motorcyclists from around 

Virginia and beyond started 

showing up in Culpeper for the 
weekend get-togethers, filling 
local coffee spots and restau-
rants looking for caffeine and 
food—and filling Davis Street 
with their choppers.

Fulton Found—Eric Fulton’s 
other shop, a men’s clothing 
store, on the street level of the 
Masonic Lodge on the Davis 
Street side—gave away lots of 
coffee to fill the demand.

“Every time we would do a 
meet up, there would a line at 
Raven’s Nest, Frost would be full, 
and we realized not everybody 
is getting coffee so we started 
giving coffee away for free,” he 
said. “We would go through 15 
gallons of coffee every meet up 
so it was only natural” to open 
Fulton Moto.

Motorcycle gear shop opens in Culpeper

FULTON MEDIA

Downtown Culpeper entrepreneurs Eric Fulton and Dos Allen partnered 
to renovate the ground floor of the historic Masonic Lodge into Fulton 
Moto, a motorcycle gear shop and coffee lounge at 107 S. East St.

KEITH EPPS
The Free Lance–Star

Seven homes were badly 
damaged but no injuries were 
reported following a fire that 
ripped through a townhouse 
complex in Locust Grove late 
Friday.

According to Orange fire offi-
cials, the fire erupted about 
9:40 p.m. on Sara Court near the 
Walmart off Germanna Highway 
(State Route 3). It started in one 
townhouse and quickly spread 
to six others, mostly through the 
attic area. Windy conditions and 
cold temperatures made bringing 
the fire under control more diffi-
cult, fire officials said.

Firefighters from Lake of the 
Woods, Mine Run and the Orange 
County fire departments were 
assisted at the scene by units 

MICHAEL PAUL WILLIAMS
Richmond Times-Dispatch

In the final hours before a 
potentially “catastrophic” 
snowstorm capped by freezing 
rain, sub-zero temperatures, 
ice-coated trees and power lines, 
and gusting winds, Gov. Abigail 
Spanberger urged Virginians to 
prepare for the worst before hun-
kering down at home and staying 
off the roads.

“We know that the impact of 
this storm will be tremendous. 
Significant snowfall, significant 
ice. And we are anticipating, 
because of the dangerously low 
temperatures, ongoing impacts 
of this storm will continue after 
the point in time the snow or the 
ice has stopped falling,” she said.

“We want everyone to be 
prepared for significant and 
extended power outages during 
and after the storm.”

Virginia received a federal 
emergency declaration Friday 
night, Spanberger said during a 
noon news conference Saturday. 
“We now have representatives 
from FEMA here on the ground, 
and with the category of federal 
declaration that we have, we 
are able to receive direct federal 
supplies where necessary for the 

JACK BROOK, STEVE KARNOWSKI  
AND REBECCA SANTANA
Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — A federal 
immigration officer shot and 
killed a man Saturday in Min-
neapolis, drawing hundreds of 
protesters onto the frigidly cold 
streets in a city already shaken 
by another killing weeks earlier.

Minneapolis Police Chief Brian 
O’Hara said a 37-year-old man 
was killed but declined to identify 
him. He added that information 
about what led up to the shooting 
was limited. The man was identi-
fied by his parents as Alex Pretti, 
an intensive care unit nurse.

The Minnesota National 
Guard, which was activated 
earlier by Gov. Tim Walz, was 
assisting local police amid 
growing protests. Guard troops 
headed to both to the shooting 

site and to a federal building 
where officials squared off with 
protesters daily.

Man killed by a federal offi-
cer in Minneapolis was an ICU 

nurse, family says
Department of Homeland 

Security spokesperson Tricia 
McLaughlin said federal officers 
were conducting an operation as 

part of the Trump administra-
tion’s immigration crackdown 
and fired “defensive shots” 
after a man with a handgun 
approached them and “violently 
resisted” when officers tried to 
disarm him.

O’Hara said police believe the 
man was a “lawful gun owner 
with a permit to carry.” The 
officer who shot the man is an 
eight-year Border Patrol veteran, 
federal officials said.

Several bystander videos of 
the shooting emerged soon after. 
Pretti is seen with a phone in his 
hand but none appears to show 
him with a visible weapon.

President Donald Trump 
weighed in on social media by 
lashing out at Walz and Min-
neapolis Mayor Jacob Frey, both 

Federal agents kill 
man in Minneapolis

ABBIE PARR PHOTOS, ASSOCIATED PRESS

Federal immigration officers deploy pepper spray at observers Saturday after a shooting in Minneapolis.

Governor 
urges to 
prepare 
for worst

Late fire 
displaces 
30, but no 
injuries

WINTER WEATHER

Stay off roads,  
be ready for power 
issues, especially 
after, she says

An observer yells at federal immigration officers Saturday in Minneapolis. 

Riders and the moto-
curious can enjoy 
coffee and shopping 
at Fulton Moto

Please see MOTORCYCLE, Page A6 Please see FIRE, Page A6

Please see WEATHER, Page A6

Please see MINNEAPOLIS, Page A2
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