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VIP Ticket $75
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$5 from each
ticket sold will be
donated to UVA’s

Breast Care
Center
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BYADRIANAGOMEZ-LICON
ASSOCIATEDPRESS

PUNTA GORDA, Fla .—
Rescue crews pi loted
boats and waded through
inundated streets Thurs-
day to save thousands of
Floridians trapped amid
flooded homes and shat-

tered buildings left by
Hurricane Ian, which
crossed into the Atlantic
Ocean and churned to-
ward another landfall in
SouthCarolina.
Hours after weakening

to a tropical storm while
crossing the Florida pen-
insula, Ian regained hur-
ricane strength Thursday
evening after emerging
over the Atlantic Ocean.

The National Hurricane
Center predicted it would
make landfall in South
Carolina as a Category 1
hurricaneFriday.
The devastation in-

flicted on Florida began
to come into focus a day
after Ian struck as a mon-
strous Category 4 hurri-
cane and one of the stron-
gest storms ever to hit the
U.S. It flooded homes on

both the state’s coasts,
cut off the only bridge to
a barrier island, destroyed
a historic waterfront pier
and knocked out electric-
ity to 2.67 million Florida
homes and businesses—
nearly a quarter of utility
customers.
At least one man was

confirmed dead in Florida,
while two other people

Ian leavesmany trapped in Florida
CREWSWORK TO SAVE
THOSE STRANDED IN
WAKE OF HURRICANE

PHELANM. EBENHACK / ASSOCIATED PRESS

First responders use an inflatable boat to rescue
a resident in Orlando, Fla., in the aftermath of Ian.
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AFredericksburg jurywas
struggling Thursday night
todecidewhether a cityman
acted in self-defense when
he killed another man last
year outsidehis home.
Jacquin N. Davis, 45, was

charged with first-degree
murder and using a fire-
arm in the commission of
a felony. His trial started
Wednesday in Fredericks-
burgCircuitCourt.
Davis killed 39-year-old

Chinonso Ibe on June 26,
2021, outside Davis’ home

i n t h e 1 0 0
block of Wel-
lington Lakes
Drive. Ibe was
shotonce in the
chest during an
altercation that
began earlier
that day during
a heated tele-

phoneconversationbetween
the twomen.
The jurors told JudgeGor-

don Willis on Thursday
night that they were dead-
locked, but Willis directed
them to return to the jury
roomto try to reachaunani-
mous decision. That deci-
sionhadnot beenmade as of
press time.
Commonwealth’s Attor-

ney Elizabeth Humphries
said although Ibe used poor
judgement in going toDavis’
home that night, his slaying
was not justified. She said
that the statements of an

BYSCOTTSHENK
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

Following a public hear-
ing Tuesday, the Spot-
sylvania County Board of
Supervisors approved the
allocation of up to $69.2
million in bond funds for
water and sewer infra-
structureprojects.
The bond funds will be

used for previously ap-
proved projects aimed at
improving and expanding
the county’s water and
sewer system.
The board will have to

adjust the budget to in-
corporate the water and
sewer funding, which will
require a public hearing.
The county has three

wastewater treatment
plants, two water plants
and three reservoirs, along
with 47 pump stations,
seven water tanks and
more than 1,200 miles of
pipes.
Thebondfundswillhelp

pay for a range of projects,
including$22.6million for
theMassaponaxwastewa-
ter treatmentplant expan-
sion, along with another
$6 million to transfer the
FMC wastewater treat-
ment services to theMas-
saponaxplant.
There is $6 million for

Thornburg wastewater
treatment plant upgrades.
There is another $4.3 mil-
lion slated for improve-
ments to the Motts water
treatmentplant.
The funds a lso are

Spotsy OKs
spending on
water, sewer
upgrades

BYCATHYDYSON
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Linda Thomas isn’t related to
either of theWorldWar II sailors
whose stories of heroism move
her to the point she wants “to
stand on the street corner and
say, Listen, you’ve gotta hear
this, this is so amazing.”
But the more she learned,

the more the Caroline County
resident felt connectedto the late
veterans, both through her own
DNA as a Black woman and her
interest as a student of all things
history, especially related to the
military.
A three-time past president

of the Virginia conference of the
NAACP, Thomas has taken up
the causeof seeking theMedal of
Honor, the nation’s highestmili-
tarydecoration, for thetwoBlack
servicemembers.
She’s reached out to about a

dozen members of Senate and
Congress, of both political par-
ties, encouraging them to have
President Joe Biden issue an
executive order. She’d like to
see honors go to Doris “Dorie”
Miller, who moved the injured
to safety and shot down planes
at Pearl Harbor, using an anti-
aircraft gun he’d never touched

Seeking top honors
for 2WWII heroes

PHOTOS BY TRISTAN LOREI / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Linda Thomas is advocating for two late Black WWII sailors to receive the highest military honor.

The shelves in Thomas’ home
are filled with books on Black
heritage and war history.

CAROLINEWOMAN ISONAMEDALMISSION

SEEMEDALS, A14
SEE SPOTSY, A11

SEE STORM, A14

BOARDVOTES TOUSE
$69.2M IN BOND FUNDS
FOR VARIOUS PROJECTSJUDGE SENDS JURY FOR

FURTHER DELIBERATION
IN CITYMURDER TRIAL

Jurors
struggle
to reach
a verdict

Davis

SEE TRIAL, A11

Flow & function
Furniture arrangement tips for 
your space. � HOUSE & HOME, PAGE A9

Coaching reflections
Cignetti, Deboer once worked at others 
school, to meet at Rose Bowl. � SPORTS, PAGE B1
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SILVIA STELLACCI 
AND COLLEEN BARRY
Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope Leo 
XIV during his first Christmas 
Day message Thursday urged 

the faithful to shed indifference 
in the face of those who have lost 
everything, such as in Gaza, those 
who are impoverished, such as in 
Yemen, and the many migrants 
who cross the Mediterranean Sea 

and the American continent for 
a better future.

The first U.S. pontiff addressed 
some 26,000 people from the 
loggia overlooking St. Peter’s 
Square for the traditional papal 

“Urbi et Orbi’’ address, Latin for 
“To the City and to the World,’’ 
which serves as a summary of the 
woes facing the world.

Pope urges faithful to shed indifference

GREGORIO BORGIA, ASSOCIATED PRESS

Pope Leo XIV waves after delivering the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for “to the city and to the world”) Christmas day blessing Thursday from the main 
balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican.

CATHY DYSON AND SCOTT SHENK
The Free Lance–Star

Every locality in the Freder-
icksburg region continued to 
deal with the issue of data cen-
ters in 2025 and how to strike 
a balance between the reve-
nue the projects generate and 
the impact they have on their 

neighbors.
Fredericksburg City Council 

approved a Technology Over-
lay District in February and is 
dealing with various applica-
tions totaling millions of feet 
of data-center space. While 
the complexes will be allowed 
“by right” in the district, the 
city’s Planning Commission, 
and residents, made it clear in 
December that such a project on 
Gateway Boulevard doesn’t fit 
the city’s comprehensive plan.

The City Council will deal 

with that development next 
year.

Meanwhile, Spotsylvania and 
Stafford counties adopted regula-
tions on issues that most concern 
residents: how close the centers 
are to neighborhoods, schools and 
natural resources.

In October, Stafford officials 
decided 750 feet would be the 
magic number. Two months later, 
Spotsylvania went with 400 feet. 
Here’s a closer look at each locality.

Officials, residents tackle data center issues

PETER CIHELKA, THE FREE LANCE-STAR

Shown in November, the Potomac Church Tech Center, along Old Potomac 
Church Road near Stafford Hospital, is one of five data center projects 
approved before Stafford County adopted stricter regulations in October.

CATHY DYSON
The Free Lance–Star

Stafford County is providing 
temporary water, at no cost, to 
residents of Clark Patton Road who 

say they’re having problems with 
their wells as a result of a nearby 
development.

A Wednesday story in The Free 
Lance–Star detailed impassioned 
pleas made last week from some 
of the 12 residents of Clark Pat-
ton Road, off U.S. 17 and near the 
Walmart in the Hartwood District.

Homeowners said that since 
construction crews began devel-
oping lots at nearby Westlake — 
approved in 1989 and slated to have 

701 single-family homes — some 
residents have had to dig new wells 
and others are having water-related 
problems.

Andrew Spence, Stafford spokes-
man, provided additional informa-
tion about the county’s efforts late 
Tuesday night, after the newspa-
per’s deadline. Details about Staf-
ford’s next steps, and corrections to 
the initial story, are included here.

Longer-term options the county 
is considering for Clark Patton 

Road residents include review-
ing the infrastructure, developing 
waterlines to their road and the 
use of state or federal assistance 
programs.

“The county will continue to 
communicate with residents and 
explore feasible pathways forward 
within the constraints of state law 
and existing approvals,” Spence 
said in an email.

The Stafford Board of Super-
visors rezoned the land for 

Westlake in 1989, then proffers 
were amended in 2006. The devel-
opment will be served by public 
water and sewer, and Spence said 
the infrastructure has been con-
structed but not activated.

While lot development has been 
ongoing, no homes have been built 
at Westlake. The first three build-
ing permits were issued in early 
December.

County to give water to Clark Patton Road residents
Homeowners upset 
about impacts to 
wells from nearby 
development

SCOTT SHENK
The Free Lance–Star

The Fredericksburg Police 
Department on Tuesday after-
noon posted on Facebook that 
they are “trying to assist with 
making a Christmas miracle 
come true! Yesterday, a special 
person turned in a large quan-
tity of U.S. currency that was 
packaged in a particular enve-
lope. The money was found on 
December 22 around 3:30pm in 
the Central Park area.”

“If you lost this money 
please contact the Freder-
icksburg Police Department 
540/373-3122, Option 2, and 
ask for Officer Bach,” the post 
continued.

The department said anyone 
claiming the money will need 
to provide specific facts.

Police seek 
help with 
‘Christmas 
miracle’
An individual turned 
in a lost envelope 
of cash found in the 
Central Park area

In the region, 
localities putting 
regulations in place

Please see DATA CENTERS, Page A14

Please see POPE, Page A14

Please see WATER, Page A14

Please see POLICE, Page A14

ESTIMATES ON
FLOORING REPAIRS NO INTEREST FINANCING

Do you need your present flooring repaired?
Call Warren Shaw for free estimate.

for 12 Months with Synchrony Bank
(must be approved prior to purchase)

4424 LAFAYETTE BLVD. | FREDERICKSBURG VA
540-898-4993 | TOLL FREE 844-898-1434

MON-FRI 9AM-5PM, SAT 9AM-4PM, SUN CLOSED
WWW.SHAWSCARPETSANDFLOORS.COM

CARPETING • HARDWOOD FLOORING • LVP & LAMINATE FLOORS
FLOORING REPAIR • AREA RUGS • VINYL FLOORING

Celebrating 59 years in 2026

Shaw’s Carpets Inc. Installation
available by
our quality 

in-house
installers!
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