
Salmon skills
Two recipes to help beat 
those dinner woes.    FOOD, PAGE C1

Losing ways continue
From poor defense to injuries, inconsistency 
has hurt the Commanders.   SPORTS, PAGE B1
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“We walked out because our
education should not be affected
by our gender identities,” said
Aniela Tolero, a student at Court-
land High School in Spotsylvania
Countywhoparticipated intoday’s
walkout. “We are tired of being
mistreated and will not stand for
it.”
In addition to Courtland, there

were walkouts at Chancellor,
Riverbend and Spotsylvania high
schools in Spotsylvania; at Moun-
tain View, Stafford and Brooke
Point high schools in Stafford
County; at Culpeper and Eastern
View high schools in Culpeper
County; and at Fauquier, Kettle
Run and Liberty high schools in
FauquierCounty.
Pride Liberation Project, a stu-

dent-led organization based in
Fairfax County, coordinated with
student organizers at nearly 100
schools across the state to stage

thewalkouts.
Locally, many of the walkouts

took place in school buildings,
and administrators worked with
studentorganizers so thewalkouts
couldoccur safely.
“This morning, at Culpeper

County High School and East-
ern View High School, students
participated in a demonstration
prior to the start of school inhonor
of LGBTQ+ rights,” said Cul-
peper school spokeswoman Laura
Hoover. “At each school, approxi-
mately 60–70 students gathered

outside. ... The students appropri-
ately followed the processes for a
student demonstration according
to the student handbook. We re-
spect our students’ ability to prac-
tice theirConstitutional rights.”
The VDOE in 2021, under Gov.

Ralph Northam, published model
policies on the treatment of trans-
gender students in public schools,
as required by a bill enacted by the
GeneralAssembly in 2020.
The 2021 model policies were

designed to “minimize social stig-
matization for [LGBTQ+] students
and maximize opportunities for
social integration so that all stu-
dents have an equal opportunity
to attend school, be engaged, and
achieve academic success,” they
state.
“This process should be in-

formed by the needs of students,
and the strongest policies are

BYJAMESSCOTTBARON
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

Preparations are under-
way for the 12th annual
Stafford County Agricul-
tural and Homemaking
Fair nextmonth.
“Volunteers, vendors, a

few displays, I meanwe’ve
got some, but a little more
would help, also,” said fair
managerGordonShelton.
Shelton said this year’s

biggest attraction for fair-
goers is free parking and
admission all four days.
The event will kick off at
5 p.m.Oct. 13.
“Due to the disaster

with COVID and due to
the economy changing, I
just feel like I need to give
families something so
they can afford to come
more than one day,” Shel-
ton said.
For the last four years,

the Stafford County Fair
was held in the 9000

blockofCelebrateVirginia
Parkway, but it will be
held at a different location
this year. The new venue
for the event, which runs
through Oct. 16, will be
the University of Mary
Washington’s Stafford
campus at 121 University
Blvd.
“The (university) helped

us and supported us,”
Shelton said. “We were
very, very fortunate that
theyhelpedusout.”
Although the fair tra-

ditionally offers motor-
sports events, including
dirt drag races, and an
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WALKOUTS STAGEDATDOZENSOF SCHOOLS

MANAGER SAYS EVENT
TOOFFER ‘SOMETHING
FOR EVERYONE’

Wewalked out because
our education should not
be affected by our gender
identities.

—STUDENTANIELATOLERO

BYADELEUPHAUS–CONNER
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

Students acrossVirginia—including at seven area
high schools—participated inwalkoutsTuesday

inprotest of theVirginiaDepartment of Education’s
proposed changes to transgender policies.

BYAMANDASEITZ
ASSOCIATEDPRESS

WA SH INGTON—Fo r
the first time in a decade,
Americans will pay less
next year on monthly pre-
miums for Medicare’s
Part B plan, which covers
routine doctors’ visits and
other outpatient care.
The rare 3% decrease

in monthly premiums is
likely to be coupled with a
historically high cost-of-
living increase in Social
Security benefits—per-

haps 9% or 10%—put-
ting hundreds of dollars
directly into the pockets of
millionsof people.
“That’s something we

may never see again in
the rest of our lives,” said
Mary Johnson, the Social
Security and Medicare
policy analyst for The
Senior Citizens League.
“That can really be used
to pay off credit cards, to
restock pantries that have
gotten low because people
can’t afford to buy asmuch
today as theydid ayear ago
and do some long-post-
poned repairs to homes

Stafford gearing
up for county fair

FILE / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Stafford’s fair, coming up
next month, will be held
at a new venue this year.

Va. students
weigh in on
transgender
guidelines

MATTHEW BARAKAT / ASSOCIATED PRESS

McLean High School students walk out of school during a planned demonstration Tuesday in Fairfax.

MATTHEW BARAKAT / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Students rally to protest proposed
changes to transgender policies.

SHABAN ATHUMAN / RICHMOND TIMES–DISPATCH

Midlothian High School students
show support for trans students’ rights.

Americans set to
save onMedicare
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN
A DECADE, PREMIUM
PAYMENTS WILL DROP

SUSANWALSH

President Joe Biden walks with Bob Parant,
a Medicare beneficiary with Type 1 diabetes.

BYALLISONBROPHYCHAMPION
CULPEPERSTAR–EXPONENT

Rappahannock–Rapidan
Community Services was
created half a century ago, in
1972.
The state-local agency

provides help and programs
to people in Culpeper, Fau-

qu ie r, Mad i-
son, Orange and
Rappahannock
counties. It will
mark 50 years of
serving the com-
munity with a
celebration from
5–7 : 3 0 p .m .

Thursday at Rock Hill Farm,
14461 Norman Road in Cul-
peper. The event is free and
open to thepublic.
Attendees will learn about

RRCS, formerly known as the
Community Services Board,
and enjoy food from around
the globe, mocktails, a magic

show, rock painting and testi-
monials.
RRCS operates under the

umbrella of the Virginia
Department of Behavioral
Health and Developmental
Services, based in Rich-
mond, and oversees about 81

Agency to mark 50 years with a celebration in Culpeper

CULPEPER STAR–EXPONENT

Culpeper Senior Center is run by
Rappahannock–Rapidan Community
Services, which was created in 1972.

LaGraffe
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CATHY DYSON
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Faith Clevenger, a home-
schooled senior in Spotsylva-
nia County and member of the 
Young Marines, has two distinct 
connections to World War II.

She was one of two national 
recipients of the Jimmy Trimble 
Award and scholarship during 
the 28th annual American Valor 
Honor Gala on Saturday in 
Washington. Trimble was a star 
athlete who passed up the chance 
to play professional baseball so 
he could serve in the Marines 
during World War II. 

He was 19 when he was killed 

at Iwo Jima, eight days after the 
fl ag was raised at Mount Suri-
bachi, which is one of the most 
iconic images for Marines.

Clevenger has been a pub-
lic a� airs correspondent in the 
Young Marines, and she draws 
inspiration from Lee Miller, an 
American woman who worked 
as a photographer during the 
Second World War. Miller be-
gan her career as a model in Great 
Britain, but as war broke out and 
male photographers joined the 
service, Miller chose to be behind 
the camera. 

Her work as a war correspon-
dent includes images after the 
invasion of Normandy, during 
the Allied liberation of France 
and the discovery of Nazi con-
centration camps in Germany.

Young Spotsy Marine receives national award

YOUNG MARINES

Faith Clevenger of Spotsylvania, right, is one of two national recipients 
of the Jimmy Trimble Award and scholarship. She’s shown with fellow 
Young Marine Jadan Rogers, left, of Honolulu and Rob Riggle, an actor 
and comedian who’s also a retired lieutenant colonel in the Marine 
Corps.

KEITH EPPS
The Free Lance–Star

Fredericksburg fi re o�  cials are 
investigating a fi re that broke out 
Monday morning at a garage in 
the 2000 block of Princess Anne 
Street.

City public information o�  cer 
Caitlyn McGhee said responding 
units found smoke and fl ames 
coming from two garage units 
behind the old Coca-Cola build-
ing. Fire Chief Mike Jones said it 
took a while to get to the fi re, in 
part because the building has no 
easily accessible rear access. But 
he said fi refi ghters got the blaze 
knocked down fairly quickly 
once the accessibility issues were 
resolved.

SCOTT SHENK
The Free Lance–Star

Monday night’s Spotsylvania 
County School Board meeting 
included the odd spectacle of the 
schools superintendent display-
ing his credentials along with the 
school system blocking an out-
spoken critic from attending the 
meeting.

During board member com-
ments, school board Chair Me-
gan Jackson talked about the 
situation without mentioning 
anyone by name. 

As the board chair, Jackson 
said she “has worked to be fair” 
but sometimes “you have to 
make tough decisions some will 
not like, such as my decision to 
have a public speaker removed 
for the second time from the last 
regular meeting.”

The speaker to which Jackson 
referred is Shamgar Connors, a 
Sta� ord County resident well-
known to the board as a regular 
speaker who dresses in costumes 
and makes odd, satirical, and 
some say unacceptable, com-
ments aimed at DEI hires and 
“the woke school board.”

Connors’ name was read aloud 
as a signee to speak during pub-
lic comment at Tuesday’s meet-
ing, but he did not show up. The 
no-show may be related to a 
no-trespassing order.

According to the online blog 
Spotsy Wire, the school system 
issued a no trespassing order 
against Connors, which was 
signed by Jackson.

Spotsy Wire included a photo 
of the no trespassing order, 
which notes that Connors was 
issued a warning letter in June 
“for similar disruptive behav-
ior” and informed that a repeat 
of his actions would “result in 
the school division issuing a 
no-trespass order against you.”

CATHY DYSON
The Free Lance–Star

They may not all cut the cake 
with a sword, but wherever two 
or more Marines are gathered on 
Nov. 10, anywhere in the world, 
there will be a “Happy Birthday” 
exchange and the sharing of any-
thing that resembles cake. 

So says Ret. Maj. Gen. James 
Lukeman, president and CEO 
of the Marine Corps Heritage 
Foundation, the stewards of the 
National Museum of the Marine 
Corps in Triangle. On Mon-
day, he watched as hundreds 

crammed into the Leatherneck 
gallery — the museum entrance 
— to celebrate a monumental 
occasion.

Most national museums are 
still closed because of the fed-
eral government shutdown. But 
because of the public–private 
partnership between the Marine 
Corps and the Foundation, the 
latter was able to pick up the tabs 
for the cake-cutting ceremony. 

“We couldn’t pass up the 250th 
birthday of the Marine Corps 
without having a celebration 
here in the National Museum,” 
he said.

Based on the license plates of 
vehicles in the packed-to-the-
gills parking lot, people from 
across the country couldn’t pass 
up the chance to be there, either.

Hundreds help Marines 
celebrate 250th birthday

PETER CIHELKA, THE FREE LANCE-STAR

World War II Sgt. James Wescoat (in wheelchair) meets Gunner, a service dog belonging to wounded veteran Tyler Vargas-Andrews, left, during 
the Marine Corps 250th birthday celebration at the National Museum of the Marine Corps. Wescoat, who will be 104 next month, and Pvt. Joseph 
Pacella, right, 19, were recognized as the oldest and youngest Marines at the ceremony.

Spotsy 
meeting 
turns into 
spectacle

Dog rescued, 
no one injured 
in city blaze

People from across 
the country attended 
event held at the 
museum in Triangle

Superintendent shows 
credentials and school 
system bans a critic

Ret. Maj. 
Gen. James 

Lukeman, CEO 
of the Marine 

Corps Heritage 
Foundation, 

said the annual 
birthday 

gathering is 
“more than 

a piece of 
cake, it’s a 

celebration of 
who we are.”
CATHY DYSON, 

THE FREE 
LANCE-STAR

Faith Clevenger 
‘represents the very 
best of today’s youth’

Please see CLEVENGER, Page A12

Please see MARINES, Page A12

Please see SCHOOL BOARD, Page A5

Please see FIRE, Page A12
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