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“We walked out because our
education should not be affected
by our gender identities,” said
Aniela Tolero, a student at Court-
land High School in Spotsylvania
Countywhoparticipated intoday’s
walkout. “We are tired of being
mistreated and will not stand for
it.”
In addition to Courtland, there

were walkouts at Chancellor,
Riverbend and Spotsylvania high
schools in Spotsylvania; at Moun-
tain View, Stafford and Brooke
Point high schools in Stafford
County; at Culpeper and Eastern
View high schools in Culpeper
County; and at Fauquier, Kettle
Run and Liberty high schools in
FauquierCounty.
Pride Liberation Project, a stu-

dent-led organization based in
Fairfax County, coordinated with
student organizers at nearly 100
schools across the state to stage

thewalkouts.
Locally, many of the walkouts

took place in school buildings,
and administrators worked with
studentorganizers so thewalkouts
couldoccur safely.
“This morning, at Culpeper

County High School and East-
ern View High School, students
participated in a demonstration
prior to the start of school inhonor
of LGBTQ+ rights,” said Cul-
peper school spokeswoman Laura
Hoover. “At each school, approxi-
mately 60–70 students gathered

outside. ... The students appropri-
ately followed the processes for a
student demonstration according
to the student handbook. We re-
spect our students’ ability to prac-
tice theirConstitutional rights.”
The VDOE in 2021, under Gov.

Ralph Northam, published model
policies on the treatment of trans-
gender students in public schools,
as required by a bill enacted by the
GeneralAssembly in 2020.
The 2021 model policies were

designed to “minimize social stig-
matization for [LGBTQ+] students
and maximize opportunities for
social integration so that all stu-
dents have an equal opportunity
to attend school, be engaged, and
achieve academic success,” they
state.
“This process should be in-

formed by the needs of students,
and the strongest policies are

BYJAMESSCOTTBARON
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Preparations are under-
way for the 12th annual
Stafford County Agricul-
tural and Homemaking
Fair nextmonth.
“Volunteers, vendors, a

few displays, I meanwe’ve
got some, but a little more
would help, also,” said fair
managerGordonShelton.
Shelton said this year’s

biggest attraction for fair-
goers is free parking and
admission all four days.
The event will kick off at
5 p.m.Oct. 13.
“Due to the disaster

with COVID and due to
the economy changing, I
just feel like I need to give
families something so
they can afford to come
more than one day,” Shel-
ton said.
For the last four years,

the Stafford County Fair
was held in the 9000

blockofCelebrateVirginia
Parkway, but it will be
held at a different location
this year. The new venue
for the event, which runs
through Oct. 16, will be
the University of Mary
Washington’s Stafford
campus at 121 University
Blvd.
“The (university) helped

us and supported us,”
Shelton said. “We were
very, very fortunate that
theyhelpedusout.”
Although the fair tra-

ditionally offers motor-
sports events, including
dirt drag races, and an
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WALKOUTS STAGEDATDOZENSOF SCHOOLS

MANAGER SAYS EVENT
TOOFFER ‘SOMETHING
FOR EVERYONE’

Wewalked out because
our education should not
be affected by our gender
identities.

—STUDENTANIELATOLERO

BYADELEUPHAUS–CONNER
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

Students acrossVirginia—including at seven area
high schools—participated inwalkoutsTuesday

inprotest of theVirginiaDepartment of Education’s
proposed changes to transgender policies.

BYAMANDASEITZ
ASSOCIATEDPRESS

WA SH INGTON—Fo r
the first time in a decade,
Americans will pay less
next year on monthly pre-
miums for Medicare’s
Part B plan, which covers
routine doctors’ visits and
other outpatient care.
The rare 3% decrease

in monthly premiums is
likely to be coupled with a
historically high cost-of-
living increase in Social
Security benefits—per-

haps 9% or 10%—put-
ting hundreds of dollars
directly into the pockets of
millionsof people.
“That’s something we

may never see again in
the rest of our lives,” said
Mary Johnson, the Social
Security and Medicare
policy analyst for The
Senior Citizens League.
“That can really be used
to pay off credit cards, to
restock pantries that have
gotten low because people
can’t afford to buy asmuch
today as theydid ayear ago
and do some long-post-
poned repairs to homes

Stafford gearing
up for county fair

FILE / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Stafford’s fair, coming up
next month, will be held
at a new venue this year.

Va. students
weigh in on
transgender
guidelines

MATTHEW BARAKAT / ASSOCIATED PRESS

McLean High School students walk out of school during a planned demonstration Tuesday in Fairfax.

MATTHEW BARAKAT / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Students rally to protest proposed
changes to transgender policies.

SHABAN ATHUMAN / RICHMOND TIMES–DISPATCH

Midlothian High School students
show support for trans students’ rights.

Americans set to
save onMedicare
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN
A DECADE, PREMIUM
PAYMENTS WILL DROP

SUSANWALSH

President Joe Biden walks with Bob Parant,
a Medicare beneficiary with Type 1 diabetes.

BYALLISONBROPHYCHAMPION
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Rappahannock–Rapidan
Community Services was
created half a century ago, in
1972.
The state-local agency

provides help and programs
to people in Culpeper, Fau-

qu ie r, Mad i-
son, Orange and
Rappahannock
counties. It will
mark 50 years of
serving the com-
munity with a
celebration from
5–7 : 3 0 p .m .

Thursday at Rock Hill Farm,
14461 Norman Road in Cul-
peper. The event is free and
open to thepublic.
Attendees will learn about

RRCS, formerly known as the
Community Services Board,
and enjoy food from around
the globe, mocktails, a magic

show, rock painting and testi-
monials.
RRCS operates under the

umbrella of the Virginia
Department of Behavioral
Health and Developmental
Services, based in Rich-
mond, and oversees about 81

Agency to mark 50 years with a celebration in Culpeper

CULPEPER STAR–EXPONENT

Culpeper Senior Center is run by
Rappahannock–Rapidan Community
Services, which was created in 1972.

LaGraffe
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A young man who shot another man 
during a planned gun swap in Freder-
icksburg last year pleaded guilty to four 
felony charges Tuesday.

Darrien Christopher Wright, 22, of 
Spotsylvania, was convicted in Fred-
ericksburg Circuit Court of aggravated 
malicious wounding, robbery with seri-
ous bodily injury, using a fi rearm in the 
commission of a felony and giving false 

identifi cation to law enforcement.
As part of a plea agreement, attempted 

murder and other charges were dropped. 
But Wright will still face the possibility 
of up to two life sentences when he is 
sentenced Jan. 6.

According to the evidence presented 
by prosecutor Steve Eubank, the shoot-
ing took place on Gates Street in May-
fi eld on May 9, 2024. Wright had sold a 
gun to the victim, Garfi eld Duncan, sev-
eral months earlier and proposed re-ac-

quiring the weapon by trading Duncan 
another gun.

The victim drove to the meeting spot 
on Gates Street and Wright got into the 
car with him, presumably to make the 
exchange. Instead, the victim ended up 
getting shot and still has scars from the 
entrance and exit wounds he su� ered. 
Wright and a young man who was with 
him ran from the scene with both guns.

Man convicted for shooting during gun exchange
KEITH EPPS
The Free Lance–Star

A former paraprofessional at a Sta� ord ele-
mentary school Monday formally received the 
10-year prison term he pre-
viously agreed to for taking 
“upskirt” pictures of young 
children earlier this year. 

Eric Jennings Van Orden, 
57, was sentenced in Staf-
ford Circuit Court to 46 years 
with all but 10 years sus-
pended. Van Orden signed a 
plea agreement in August in 
which he pleaded guilty to nine felony counts 

Former teacher’s 
aide sentenced for 
‘upskirt’ photos

DAVE RESS
Richmond Times-Dispatch

Virginia Democrats’ response to other 
states redrawing congressional bound-
aries to boost GOP chances in 2026 
would not abolish the state’s bipartisan 
redistricting commission.

The Virginia constitutional amend-
ment would give the General Assembly 
the option to step in and redraw Con-
gressional district lines in response to 
actions by other states.

The resolution, published Tuesday 
afternoon, retains the state’s bipartisan 
redistricting commission. But it says the 
General Assembly would be authorized 
to modify one or more Congressional 
districts if any other state redistricts 
after it already drew lines based on the 
latest census data. This would not apply 
if a state needs to redistrict because of a 
court order. 

The General Assembly could draw new 
district lines in response to any other 
states’ actions to redraw boundaries 
from 2025 to 2030.

“This is disappointing, and let’s be 

clear, this is not what Virginians de-
serve,” said Senate Minority Leader Ryan 
McDougle, R-Hanover.

CATHY DYSON
The Free Lance–Star

A petition by three Sta� ord County res-
idents to have Democrat Stacey Carroll re-
moved from the ballot in the race for the 64th 
House seat recently was dismissed in Sta� ord 
Circuit Court. 

Carroll, who is challenging Republican 
Paul Milde for the seat, said in 
a statement she was grateful 
the court “recognized the facts 
and dismissed this baseless at-
tempt to undermine the will of 
the voters.”

Stephen Edward Schwartz, 
chair of the Sta� ord GOP, Ju-
dith Anne Parker and Juliet 
McGee Schweiter alleged that 
Stacey Carroll does not live in 
the district she seeks to represent.

Carroll and Anna Hash, Sta� ord’s general 
registrar, who also was named in the petition, 
fi led paperwork arguing the petition’s claims 
weren’t legally su�  cient, and the court agreed.

Judge 
drops 
claim 
in 64th

STEVE HELBER, ASSOCIATED PRESS

The state and U.S. fl ags fl y over the Virginia State Capitol. The General Assembly could draw new district lines in response to any 
other states’ actions to redraw boundaries from 2025 to 2030.

Va. Dems’ amendment 
would allow redistricting

Petition asked for Stacey 
Carroll to be removed 
from Sta�ord’s ballot

The move would 
not abolish state’s 
bipartisan commission

KEITH EPPS
The Free Lance–Star

A public meeting is scheduled for next 
month for Fredericksburg residents and 
business owners to learn about and pro-
vide input regarding potential major traf-
fi c pattern changes in the downtown area.

The Downtown Tra�  c Engineer-
ing Study has been developed by a city 
consultant and would greatly alter how 
tra�  c moves in the downtown area. City 
public information o�  cer Caitlyn Mc-
Ghee said the project “aims to improve 

safety, tra�  c fl ow and accessibility 
throughout the downtown area.”

If eventually approved by city o�  cials, 
the recommendation developed by the 
Timmons Group would alter many of the 
one-way tra�  c patterns put in place in 
the 1960s. The meeting is set for Nov. 13 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the fi rst fl oor 
of the Fredericksburg Visitor Center at 
601 Caroline St.

The consultant’s report recommends 
that Princess Anne Street be converted 
to two-way from Herndon to Amelia 

streets. It also suggests two-way con-
versions from Pitt to Amelia streets on 
Caroline Street, from Washington Ave-
nue to Sophia streets on William Street 
and from Washington Avenue to Caro-
line Streets on Amelia.

The report suggests other new two-
way patterns in the Darbytown area, 
while Frederick and Elizabeth streets 
would be one-way because the roads are 
relatively narrow.

Meeting set for discussion on city tra�c changes

TRISTAN LOREI, THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A man crosses Amelia Street in Fredericksburg 
in 2022. One of the tra�  c changes the city 
is considering is a two-way conversion from 
Washington Avenue to Caroline Streets on Amelia.

Carroll

Man plead guilty to 
unlawful filming of a 
minor for 10 year term

Beyond eggs
Use black beans for protein punch 
in breakfast bowls.    FOOD, PAGE C1

Commanders keep sliding
Washington’s struggles against KC continue 
in blowout loss on Monday night.   SPORTS, PAGE B1

MIKE KROPF, RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH

Senate Majority Leader Scott Surovell, D-Fairfax, said the Democrats’ proposed 
constitutional amendment would not scrap the state’s bipartisan redistricting 
commission. He said it would permit legislators to intervene and redraw congressional 
boundaries in response to actions by other states.
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