
Fredericksburg.com  •  $3Wednesday, September 17, 2025

Serving Fredericksburg, Spotsylvania, Sta� ord, King George, Caroline, Orange, Culpeper and surrounding counties

Weather
Rain and drizzle
High 70  •  Low 63
FORECAST • B6

ADVICE C3

CLASSIFIED A7

COMICS C5

FOOD C1

HOROSCOPE C3

MARKETS A6

OBITUARIES A5

OPINION A4

SPORTS B1

SUDOKU C5

TV PAGE C4

WEATHER B6

“We walked out because our
education should not be affected
by our gender identities,” said
Aniela Tolero, a student at Court-
land High School in Spotsylvania
Countywhoparticipated intoday’s
walkout. “We are tired of being
mistreated and will not stand for
it.”
In addition to Courtland, there

were walkouts at Chancellor,
Riverbend and Spotsylvania high
schools in Spotsylvania; at Moun-
tain View, Stafford and Brooke
Point high schools in Stafford
County; at Culpeper and Eastern
View high schools in Culpeper
County; and at Fauquier, Kettle
Run and Liberty high schools in
FauquierCounty.
Pride Liberation Project, a stu-

dent-led organization based in
Fairfax County, coordinated with
student organizers at nearly 100
schools across the state to stage

thewalkouts.
Locally, many of the walkouts

took place in school buildings,
and administrators worked with
studentorganizers so thewalkouts
couldoccur safely.
“This morning, at Culpeper

County High School and East-
ern View High School, students
participated in a demonstration
prior to the start of school inhonor
of LGBTQ+ rights,” said Cul-
peper school spokeswoman Laura
Hoover. “At each school, approxi-
mately 60–70 students gathered

outside. ... The students appropri-
ately followed the processes for a
student demonstration according
to the student handbook. We re-
spect our students’ ability to prac-
tice theirConstitutional rights.”
The VDOE in 2021, under Gov.

Ralph Northam, published model
policies on the treatment of trans-
gender students in public schools,
as required by a bill enacted by the
GeneralAssembly in 2020.
The 2021 model policies were

designed to “minimize social stig-
matization for [LGBTQ+] students
and maximize opportunities for
social integration so that all stu-
dents have an equal opportunity
to attend school, be engaged, and
achieve academic success,” they
state.
“This process should be in-

formed by the needs of students,
and the strongest policies are

BYJAMESSCOTTBARON
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

Preparations are under-
way for the 12th annual
Stafford County Agricul-
tural and Homemaking
Fair nextmonth.
“Volunteers, vendors, a

few displays, I meanwe’ve
got some, but a little more
would help, also,” said fair
managerGordonShelton.
Shelton said this year’s

biggest attraction for fair-
goers is free parking and
admission all four days.
The event will kick off at
5 p.m.Oct. 13.
“Due to the disaster

with COVID and due to
the economy changing, I
just feel like I need to give
families something so
they can afford to come
more than one day,” Shel-
ton said.
For the last four years,

the Stafford County Fair
was held in the 9000

blockofCelebrateVirginia
Parkway, but it will be
held at a different location
this year. The new venue
for the event, which runs
through Oct. 16, will be
the University of Mary
Washington’s Stafford
campus at 121 University
Blvd.
“The (university) helped

us and supported us,”
Shelton said. “We were
very, very fortunate that
theyhelpedusout.”
Although the fair tra-

ditionally offers motor-
sports events, including
dirt drag races, and an
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WALKOUTS STAGEDATDOZENSOF SCHOOLS

MANAGER SAYS EVENT
TOOFFER ‘SOMETHING
FOR EVERYONE’

Wewalked out because
our education should not
be affected by our gender
identities.

—STUDENTANIELATOLERO

BYADELEUPHAUS–CONNER
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

Students acrossVirginia—including at seven area
high schools—participated inwalkoutsTuesday

inprotest of theVirginiaDepartment of Education’s
proposed changes to transgender policies.

BYAMANDASEITZ
ASSOCIATEDPRESS

WA SH INGTON—Fo r
the first time in a decade,
Americans will pay less
next year on monthly pre-
miums for Medicare’s
Part B plan, which covers
routine doctors’ visits and
other outpatient care.
The rare 3% decrease

in monthly premiums is
likely to be coupled with a
historically high cost-of-
living increase in Social
Security benefits—per-

haps 9% or 10%—put-
ting hundreds of dollars
directly into the pockets of
millionsof people.
“That’s something we

may never see again in
the rest of our lives,” said
Mary Johnson, the Social
Security and Medicare
policy analyst for The
Senior Citizens League.
“That can really be used
to pay off credit cards, to
restock pantries that have
gotten low because people
can’t afford to buy asmuch
today as theydid ayear ago
and do some long-post-
poned repairs to homes

Stafford gearing
up for county fair

FILE / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Stafford’s fair, coming up
next month, will be held
at a new venue this year.

Va. students
weigh in on
transgender
guidelines

MATTHEW BARAKAT / ASSOCIATED PRESS

McLean High School students walk out of school during a planned demonstration Tuesday in Fairfax.

MATTHEW BARAKAT / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Students rally to protest proposed
changes to transgender policies.

SHABAN ATHUMAN / RICHMOND TIMES–DISPATCH

Midlothian High School students
show support for trans students’ rights.

Americans set to
save onMedicare
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN
A DECADE, PREMIUM
PAYMENTS WILL DROP

SUSANWALSH

President Joe Biden walks with Bob Parant,
a Medicare beneficiary with Type 1 diabetes.

BYALLISONBROPHYCHAMPION
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Rappahannock–Rapidan
Community Services was
created half a century ago, in
1972.
The state-local agency

provides help and programs
to people in Culpeper, Fau-

qu ie r, Mad i-
son, Orange and
Rappahannock
counties. It will
mark 50 years of
serving the com-
munity with a
celebration from
5–7 : 3 0 p .m .

Thursday at Rock Hill Farm,
14461 Norman Road in Cul-
peper. The event is free and
open to thepublic.
Attendees will learn about

RRCS, formerly known as the
Community Services Board,
and enjoy food from around
the globe, mocktails, a magic

show, rock painting and testi-
monials.
RRCS operates under the

umbrella of the Virginia
Department of Behavioral
Health and Developmental
Services, based in Rich-
mond, and oversees about 81

Agency to mark 50 years with a celebration in Culpeper

CULPEPER STAR–EXPONENT

Culpeper Senior Center is run by
Rappahannock–Rapidan Community
Services, which was created in 1972.

LaGraffe
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There are almost 300,000 
registered voters in Freder-
icksburg and the four counties 
around it, and chances are, 
some of them will be chomping 
at the bit to participate in early 
voting.

That gets underway on Fri-
day, Sept. 19, and will con-

tinue through Saturday, Nov. 
1. Across Virginia, those regis-
tered will be able to vote early 
at city or county registrars’ of-
fi ces during the workweek, and 
on the two Saturdays before the 
Nov. 4 election — Oct. 25 and 
Nov. 1 — from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

In addition to selecting the 
state’s fi rst female governor be-
tween Democrat Abigail Span-
berger and Republican Lt. Gov. 
Winsome Earle-Sears, voters 
will elect a lieutenant governor, 
attorney general and various 
state delegates.

Locally, they’ll also choose 
members of county Board of 
Supervisors and School Boards 

as well as Fredericksburg’s City 
Council.

Every race is contested in Staf-
ford and Spotsylvania counties. 
That includes four seats for the 
Board of Supervisors and four 
for the School Board in Sta� ord 
and three seats on each board in 
Spotsylvania.

In fi ve of the races in the two 
localities, three people are vying 
for one seat.

Sta� ord has 116,899 reg-
istered voters as of Sept. 1, 
according to the Virginia De-
partment of Elections website. 
The total include 6,105 military 
members and 535 registered vot-
ers living overseas.

Spotsylvania has 111,403 reg-
istered voters, including 3,141 
military members and 271 voters 
overseas, according to the state.

With 20,438 registered vot-
ers, the City of Fredericksburg 
has nine contested races on the 
ballot, including City Council 
members from four districts 
and for the election of a sher-
i� , commonwealth’s attorney, 
commissioner of revenue and 
treasurer.

There’s also one contested 
race for School Board in the city 
while three other races are un-
contested.

FILE, THE FREE LANCE-STAR

Voters cast their ballots on the fi rst day of early voting in Spotsylvania, 2020.

Early voting starts in Va. Friday

MICHAEL MARTZ AND DAVID RESS
Richmond Times-Dispatch

Virginia could lose more than 
$2.3 billion in budget revenues 
over three years under the tax-cut 
package that President Donald 
Trump signed into law on July 4, 
driven primarily by tax breaks for 
business.

If Virginia goes along with the big 
tax breaks for businesses in the ”One 
Big Beautiful Bill,” it would mean a 
$573 million hit this year and an 
additional $559 million in the next 
two-year budget, which Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin will propose in December 
and which the General Assembly 
will work on next year.

If the state were to go along with 
other tax breaks in the new law — 
such as elimination of income taxes 
on tips, overtime, car loan interest 
and charitable deductions for tax-
payers who do not itemize — that 
would be an additional hit of nearly 
$343 million this year and $857 mil-
lion in the next two-year budget.

Those estimates, which the 
Virginia Department of Taxation 
provided to the Senate Finance 
and Appropriations Committee on 
Tuesday, represent revenues that 
Virginia would not have available 
to pay for additional fi nancial ob-
ligations for Medicaid and K-12 
public schools, which the House 

Appropriations Committee said 
last week could exceed $1.75 billion 
in the next two years.

Senate Finance Chair Louise 
Lucas, D-Portsmouth, voiced her 
concern “about the budgetary 
needs for the upcoming biennial 
budget and their potential magni-
tude.” Lucas also warned that Vir-
ginia could su� er fi nancially from 
other provisions of the Trump 
tax-cut package, which shifts costs 
from the federal government to 
the states for nutrition assistance 
and other safety net programs, 
and unilateral cuts to the federal 
workforce and spending on which 
the state’s economy depends.

“There are reasons to be con-
cerned,” she said. “The actions 
that have been taken at the federal 
level are going to cause pain, and 
we will wait to see how this will 
manifest itself over the next sev-
eral months.”

Senate Minority Leader Ryan 
McDougle, R-Hanover, reminded 
Lucas that the Senate adopted his 
proposal this year to create an in-
dependent Medicaid oversight of-
fi ce to control the program’s costs, 
but the measure died in a House of 
Delegates committee.

“Certainly, we could see some 
increases this year, but there are 
steps that we could have taken as a 

legislative body in order to address 
them,” McDougle said.

Secretary of Finance Steve Cum-
mings said the state remains fi nan-
cially strong, with the latest esti-
mates showing revenues $266.5 
million ahead of forecast for the 
fi rst two months of the fi scal year 
that began July 1, despite softening 
of the labor market and pressure on 
infl ation from tari�  policy.

“I think we’re going to be 
well-prepared to leave behind a 
good budget,” he said of Youngkin’s 
parting proposal before he leaves 
o�  ce in January.

Tax bill could take $2.3B from Va. revenue

CATHY DYSON
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The University of Mary 
Washington will host a political 
debate between the two candi-
dates for the 65th District seat 
in the Virginia House of Del-
egates at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
Oct. 2.

The event is free, no tickets 
are required and members of 
the audience will be able to sub-
mit questions before the event. 
The incumbent, 
Democrat Joshua 
Cole, will face o�  
against Republi-
can Sean Stein-
way in George 
W a s h i n g t o n 
Hall’s Dodd Au-
ditorium.

As he’s done in 
years past, mod-
erator Stephen 
Farnsworth will 
do his utmost to 
maintain a civil 
and cordial at-
mosphere. He’s 
a professor of 
political science 
and serves as di-
rector of the UMW’s Center for 
Leadership and Media Studies. 
As moderator, he’s been quick to 
point out that the microphone 
belongs to those on stage during 

Cole and 
Steinway 
to debate 
at UMW
The Oct. 2 event is free, 
no tickets required

Local county boards 
and city council up 
for grabs, along with 
statewide elections

JESSE BEDAYN, HANNAH 
SCHOENBAUM AND JOHN SEEWER 
Associated Press

PROVO, Utah — Prosecutors 
brought a murder charge Tues-
day against the man accused of 
killing Charlie Kirk and outlined 
evidence, including a text mes-
sage confession to his partner and 
a note left beforehand saying he 
had the opportunity to kill one of 

the nation’s lead-
ing conservative 
voices “and I’m 
going to take it.”

DNA on the 
trigger of the rifl e 
that killed Kirk 
also matched 
that of Tyler 
Robinson, Utah 

County Attorney Je�  Gray said 
while outlining the evidence 
and announcing charges that 
could result in the death penalty 
if Robinson is convicted.

The prosecutor said Robin-
son, 22, wrote in one text that he 

spent more than a week planning 
the attack on Kirk, a prominent 
force in politics credited with 
energizing the Republican youth 
movement and helping Donald 
Trump win back the White House 
in 2024.

Kirk was gunned down Sept. 10 
while speaking with students at 
Utah Valley University. Prosecu-
tors allege Robinson shot Kirk in 
the neck with a bolt-action rifl e 
from the roof of a nearby building 
on the campus in Orem, about 40 
miles south of Salt Lake City.

O�cials charge Kirk murder suspect 

KEITH EPPS
The Free Lance–Star

The Spotsylvania Sheri� ’s 
O�  ce is investigating an inci-
dent Monday evening in which 
a 16-year-old boy su� ered a 
non-life-threatening gunshot 
wound to his abdomen, police 
said.

Sheri� ’s Maj. Liz Scott said 
deputies went to the 10900 block 
of Taney Drive at 6:30 p.m. in re-
sponse to the reported shooting. 
They found the injured teen, who 

was taken to a local hospital.
Witnesses provided descrip-

tions of two teens who may have 
been involved, and deputies 
found them a short time later on a 
nearby street. While questioning 
the pair, Scott said, one teen be-
gan reaching into his waistband. 
A deputy noticed the movements 
and, following a brief struggle, 
deputies recovered a fi rearm from 
the 15-year-old suspect.

Spotsy teen in custody 
after shooting incident Authorities: Robinson 

wrote a confession 
note, left behind DNA

Robinson

Cole

Steinway
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Gochujang it
Make a spicy-sweet stir-fry in 
30 minutes.   FOOD, PAGE C1

Babcock’s new vision
Virginia Tech athletic director details 
plan for football program.    SPORTS, PAGE B1
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