
Wit and whimsy
Apartment reflects personal style and hosting 
tendencies.   HOUSE & HOME, PAGE A9 

An edge at East Lake
Henley takes the initial lead at the 
Tour Championship.   SPORTS, PAGE B1 
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BYCURTANDERSON
ASSOCIATEDPRESS

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.—Hur-
ricane Ian, one of the most
powerful storms ever re-
corded in the U.S., swamped
southwestern Florida on
Wednesday, flooding streets
and buildings, knocking out
power toover 1millionpeople

and threatening catastrophic
damage further inland.
A coastal sheriff’s office

reported that it was get-
ting many calls from people
trapped in homes. The hur-

ricane’s center struck near
Cayo Costa, a protected bar-
rier island justwest of heavily
populatedFortMyers.
Mark Pritchett stepped

outside his home in Venice
aroundthe timethehurricane
churned ashore from the Gulf
of Mexico, about 35 miles to
the south. He called it “ter-

rifying.”
“I literally couldn’t stand

against the wind,” Pritchett
wrote ina textmessage. “Rain
shooting like needles. My
street is a river. Limbs and
trees down. And the worst is
yet to come.”
The Category 4 storm

BYADELEUPHAUS–CONNER
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

Sta f ford County Publ ic
Schools this week took steps to
strengthen its partnership with
local elected officials by holding
its first legislative summit.

The School Board and Su-
perintendent Thomas Taylor
hosted delegates Tara Durant
and Phillip Scott—who repre-
sent the 28th and 88th districts,
respectively—at Mountain
View High School on Tuesday
evening formusic performed by
MountainView’sstringquartet,
canapés made by culinary arts
students and a discussion of
the school division’s legislative
priorities.
The School Board approves

a list of legislative priorities
every year, and Taylor told the
delegates he hopes to see these
prioritiesgain tractionthisyear.

BYCATHYDYSON
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

As monkeypox cases fall
across the state and nation,
Fredericksburg-area residents
continue to call local health
departments for information
about testing andvaccines.
“If you are concerned that

you may have monkeypox, we
encourage you to give us a call
(and) we will walk through a
series of screening questions
over the phone,” said Allison
Balmes–John, public informa-

tion officer for the Rappahan-
nock Area Health District. “If it
is determined that you should
be tested,wecangetyou inquite
quickly,within 24–48hours.”
Anyone with questions can

call the local health district at
540/899-4797orcheckthestate
website at vdh.virginia.gov/
monkeypox.
This week, the Virginia De-

partment of Health announced
expansion of vaccination eligi-
bility to include people of any
gender or sexual orientation liv-

ing with HIV/AIDS or who have
been diagnosed with a sexu-
ally transmitted infection in the
past three months, according to
anews release.
Virginia has had 478 cases

and 21 hospitalizations associ-
ated with monkeypox, a viral
disease that’s part of the same
family as smallpox. While
monkeypox is rare and usually
resolves without treatment, it’s
also contagious. State health
officials say it’s spread by close
contactwith an infected person,

including touching skin lesions,
bodily fluids, clothing or linens
that have been in contact with
an infected person or during
prolonged, face-to-face contact.
Five people in the Rappah-

annock Area Health District,
which includes Fredericksburg
and the counties of Caroline,
King George, Spotsylvania and
Stafford, have been infected
with monkeypox, according to
state data. The health district
has administered 44 vaccines,
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BYSCOTTSHENK
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

AWisconsin-based wa-
ter park company cleared
another hurdle Tuesday
when the Spotsylvania
Board of Supervisors ap-
proved an agreement on a
“gap” loan for a new park
in theThornburg area.
Supervisors approved

the loan agreement with a

5–2vote followingapublic
hearing, which included a
presentation on the state
programused for the loan.
Four people spoke dur-

ing the public hearing,
with one asking questions
about revenue and tax
figures, another support-
ing the project and two
speakers critical of the tax
incentives for Kalahari
Resorts&Conventions.
Plans for the resort call

for more than 1.38 mil-
lion square feet of com-
mercial space, a 267,429

square-foot indoor water
park, a 10-acre outdoor
water park, a 900-room
hotelanda156,278square-
foot convention center in
Thornburg, between In-
terstate95 andU.S. 1.
Supervisors approved

rezoning for the water
park in July in an agree-
ment that includes big tax
incentives for Kalahari,
whichowns four resorts in
other states.
The total estimated

value of those incentives

BYKEITHEPPS
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

A first-degree murder charge
against a Fredericksburg man
will likelybe resolvedThursday.
Jacquin Norman Davis, 45,

is charged with first-degree
murder and a firearms offense
in connection with the June
26, 2021, slaying of Chinonso
Ibe. The 39-year-old was shot
once in the chest during a dis-
pute outside Davis’
home in the 100
block of Welling-
tonLakesDrive.
Davis’ two-day

jury trial in Fred-
ericksburg Cir-
cuit Court started
Wednesday. De-
fense attorney Eu-
gene Frost is not disputing that
Davis shot Ibe, but insists he
acted in self-defense.
In her opening argument,

Commonwealth’s Attorney
Elizabeth Humphries said Ibe
was at his Spotsylvania home
that daywhenhegot a FaceTime
call from Davis. His girlfriend,
Leisha Garnett, told police that
she heard Davis tell Ibe to never
call his phone again.
Ibe, who had been drink-

ing and had what a doctor de-
scribed as a significant amount
of cocaine in his system, got
his then-pregnant girlfriend to
drive him to Fredericksburg. He

STATE PROGRAMWILL
NEED TOCONFIRM
DEAL FORWATER PARK

LAWYER SAYSMANACTED
IN SELF-DEFENSEWHENHE
SHOT, KILLED 39-YEAR-OLD

Stafford school
officials hold
summit with
state delegates

SEE SUMMIT, A14

Spotsy supervisors approve ‘gap’ loan for Kalahari

KALAHARI RESPORTS ANDCONVENTION

Kalahari has proposed a new water park resort
for the Thornburg area of Spotsylvania.

Locals raise monkeypox questions as infections fall across state

SEE KALAHARI, A6

SEEMONKEYPOX, A14

HURRICANE IANSWAMPS
FLORIDA, CHURNSNORTH

JOE BURBANK / ASSOCIATED PRESS

People in rain gear walk downOrlando’s International Drive as the effects of Hurricane Ian are first felt in central Florida.

SEE STORM, A6

Murder
trial is
underway
in city

Davis

SEE TRIAL, A14
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LUCA POWELL
Richmond Times-Dispatch 

On Wednesday, a federal ap-
peals court determined that 
Gov. Glenn Youngkin’s case-
by-case approach to voting 
rights restoration does not vi-
olate the constitution, a blow 
to criminal justice and voting 
rights advocates who say Youn-
gkin’s strategy amounts to se-

lective disenfranchisement.
Virginia is the sole state to 

retain a Jim Crow-era law per-
manently stripping the right to 
vote from a person convicted of 
a felony. To earn it back, they 
must petition the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth Kay Coles 
James, who previously told leg-
islators her o�  ce individually 
investigates each case before 

restoring a person’s civil rights.
The petition system, intro-

duced by Youngkin in Decem-
ber 2022, marked a change from 
prior governors, who handled the 
restorations automatically.

Shortly after the change, a 
Richmond man, George Hawkins 
Jr., sued Youngkin’s administra-
tion. Hawkins, who petitioned to 
have his rights restored in 2023, 

alleged the policy violated his 
First Amendment rights by in-
troducing an “arbitrary” sys-
tem for the restoration of voting 
rights. He remains unable to 
vote.

On Wednesday, the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the 4th Circuit 
found no constitutional issue 

Court a�rms Youngkin’s selective 
approach to voting rights restoration

KEITH EPPS
The Free Lance–Star 

A planned trip to California was 
put on hold Tuesday after a Ruther 
Glen man was caught stealing from 
his former employer, police said.

Caroline Sheri�  Scott Moser 
said deputies went to the Days Inn 
on Tuesday after the hotel manager 
reported that more than $1,500 in 
cash was stolen from a safe in the 
hotel o�  ce. The manager reported 
that the safe was in a restricted area 
of the hotel.

After reviewing surveillance 
footage with hotel sta� , the suspect 
was identifi ed as 56-year-old Samir 
Arvind Patel, a former employee at 
the hotel. Patel was staying at the 
hotel as a guest at the time.

Moser said deputies quickly lo-
cated, interviewed and arrested 
Patel, charging him with grand 
larceny. Police said he had just over 
$700 cash in his possession and 
told police he had just spent over 
$600 arranging transportation to 
California. He told police he was 
getting ready to leave when he was 
apprehended.

Patel was placed in the Pamun-
key Regional Jail before being re-
leased on bond.

 Keith Epps: 540/374-5404
kepps@freelancestar.com

KEITH EPPS
The Free Lance–Star 

A Spotsylvania mother and 
her boyfriend have both been 
charged with felony murder in 
connection with the death of her 
3-month-old son in November, 
court records show.

Angela Heaven Holloman, 22, 
and Andrew Jess Phillips, 29, 
were both indicted this week by 
a Spotsylvania grand jury. They 
are also each charged with felony 
child neglect and felony child 
endangerment.

According to Sheri� ’s Maj. 
Liz Scott, deputies and rescue 
workers went to the 12600 block 
of Orange Plank Road on Nov. 16 
in response to a call about an 
infant having respiratory prob-
lems. The infant, Asher Grey 
Holloman, was rushed to Mary 
Washington Hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead after life-
saving measures were unsuc-
cessful.

Spotsylvania detectives con-
ducted an investigation that in-
cluded an autopsy by the O�  ce 
of the Chief Medical Examiner 
that ruled the infant’s death a 
homicide. Court records do not 
state the child’s actual cause of 
death.

Felony murder is a charge that 
is leveled when an unintentional 
death occurs during the commis-
sion of another felony o� ense. It 
carries a penalty of between fi ve 
to 40 years in prison, the same as 
second-degree murder.

Both Holloman and Phillips 
were arrested this week and are 
being held in the Rappahannock 
Regional Jail under no bond.

 Keith Epps: 540/374-5404
kepps@freelancestar.com

JENNIFER PELTZ 
AND MICHAEL R. SISAK 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A New York 
appeals court on Thursday 
threw out the massive fi nancial 
penalty a state judge imposed on 
President Donald Trump, while 
narrowly upholding a fi nding he 
engaged in fraud by exaggerating 
his wealth for decades.

The ruling spares Trump from 
a potential half-billion-dollar 
fi ne but bans him and his two 
eldest sons from serving in cor-
porate leadership for a few years.

Trump, in a social media post, 
claimed “total victory.”

“I greatly respect the fact 
that the Court had the Courage 
to throw out this unlawful and 
disgraceful Decision that was 
hurting Business all throughout 
New York State,” he wrote.

The decision came seven 
months after the Republican 
returned to the White House. 
A sharply divided panel of fi ve 
judges in New York’s mid-level 
Appellate Division couldn’t 
agree on many issues raised in 
Trump’s appeal, but a majority 
said the monetary penalty was 
“excessive.”

After fi nding Trump fl agrantly 
padded fi nancial statements that 
went to lenders and insurers, 
Judge Arthur Engoron ordered 
him last year to pay $355 million 
in penalties. With interest, the 
sum has topped $515 million. 
Additional penalties levied on 
some other Trump Organization 
executives, including Trump’s 
sons Eric and Donald Jr. — bring 
the total to $527 million, with 
interest.

An ‘excessive’ fine 
“While the injunctive relief or-

dered by the court is well crafted 
to curb defendants’ business 
culture, the court’s disgorge-
ment order, which directs that 
defendants pay nearly half a bil-
lion dollars to the State of New 
York, is an excessive fi ne that vi-
olates the Eighth Amendment of 
the United States Constitution,” 
Judges Dianne T. Renwick and 
Peter H. Moulton wrote in one 

of three opinions shaping the 
appeals court’s ruling.

Engoron’s other punishments, 
upheld by the appeals court, have 
been on pause during Trump’s 
appeal, and the president was 
able to hold o�  collection of the 
money by posting a $175 million 
bond.

The court, which split on the 
merits of the lawsuit and En-
goron’s fraud fi nding, dismissed 
the penalty in its entirety while 
also leaving a pathway for an ap-
peal to the state’s highest court, 
the Court of Appeals. Trump and 
his co-defendants, the judges 
wrote, can seek to extend the 
pause on punishments taking 
e� ect.

The panel was sharply di-
vided, issuing 323 pages of con-
curring and dissenting opinions 
with no majority. Rather, some 
judges endorsed parts of their 
colleagues’ fi ndings while de-
nouncing others, enabling the 
court to rule.

Two judges wrote that they felt 
New York Attorney General Leti-
tia James’ lawsuit against Trump 
and his companies was justifi able 

Court throws out 
Trump fraud penalty

SHANNON STAPLETON PHOTOS, POOL  

Former President Donald Trump attends the closing arguments in the Trump Organization civil fraud trial Jan. 11, 2024, at New York State 
Supreme Court. 

Two charged 
with felony 
murder in 
infant’s death

California trip 
postponed after 
former hotel 
employee caught 
stealing in Caroline

Judge Arthur Engoron presides during closing arguments in the Trump 
Organization civil fraud trial Jan. 11, 2024, in New York State Supreme 
Court. 
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