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WASHINGTON—To Pres-
ident Donald Trump, the U.S.
economy is as strong
as ever. The only thing
missing,hesays, is “good
public relations.”

Inthewaningdaysofa
high-stakes,hard-fought
midtermelection,Trump
hasredoubledhisefforts
to try to convince voters
that thenation is better off than
theyrealize.AsAmericanstough
outanothermonthofhighprices

and slow job growth, the presi-
dent has tried tomake the case
that the problem isn’t actually
the state of the economy—but,
rather, themessagingaround it.

The president’s frus-
tration was on display
this past week, as he
returnedtothecampaign
trail to stumpforRepub-
licans, with roughly one
month until voters are
set to decidewhether to
returnthepartytopower.

In a series of appearances

Trump sees ‘public
relations’ problem
Economy stronger thanmany realize, president claims
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O nanygivenweekendnight
inthelate2010s,Norfolk’s
Neon District was the
place tobe.

Aconfluenceofartists,
business owners, finan-
cial supporters and civic

leaders came together to create a space for
hangingout, creatingartandproducing live
music.

“It was kind of legendary, dude,” said
Arthur “Brother” Rutter, a local personal
injurylawyerandartssupporterwhoopened
WorkRelease, anarts venueandexhibition
space, in theearlydaysof theNeonDistrict.

But the neighborhood today, especially
aroundGranby Street, is a stark contrast to
theearly, vibrantyears.

A delayed streetscape project has torn
up roads and removed on-street parking.
Several longtime businesses have closed or

EAGERTOGLOWAGAIN
Norfolk’s NeonDistrict was known as a haven
for creativity. Can stakeholders relight that spark?
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After a nor’easter derailed a
couple’sOuterBanksdestination
wedding plans, Hatteras Island
residentsandbusinessesstepped
into action and produced an
impromptu community-wide
celebration.

HundredswitnessedtheSept.
26 nuptials of Jayden Sink and
Kimberly Laprad, who were
somoved by the outpouring of
support that theyturnedaround

and started a fundraiser to help
thecommunity.

The crowd that attended
the Friscowedding included a

Hatteras Island’s vows
make nuptials a success
Nor’easter derails
OBXwedding, but
community shows up

POWER COUPLE
Powerlifting pair overcome
physical disabilities to thrive,
inspire others. Sunday Break

JETLINER ATTACK
Ax-wielding FlyDubai co-
pilot had been flagged over
extremism concerns.
Nation & World, Page 6

GENERATIONAL SHIFT
Heirs rejecting large volumes of
physical possessions in favor of
a few select meaningful items.
Work & Money
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Above: While
construction continues
in Norfolk’s Neon
District along Granby
Street, shop and
restaurant owners
want the public to
know they’re open for
business.
Left: Several store
fronts at Norfolk’s
Neon District along
Granby Street remain
shuttered. STEPHEN M.
KATZ/THE VIRGINIAN-
PILOT PHOTOS

Trump

Kimberly Laprad and Jayden
Sink exchange vows during their
wedding ceremony Sept. 26 in
Frisco, N.C. GWENYTH AIRHART/
GWENYGRACE PHOTOGRAPHY
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SUBSCRIPTION

S e r v i n g t h e V i r g i n i a P e n i n s u l a
S i n c e 1 8 9 6

$ 4 . 5 0 | S U N D AY, O C T O B E R 4 , 2 0 2 6 | D A I LY P R E S S . C O M

*Discount appliedby retailer representative at timeof contract execution andapplies topurchaseof 6 ormorewindows and/or doors. Buy threewindowsor doors, get the second set of threewindowsor doors, of equal or
lesser value, 40%off.Discount applied to lowest pricedunits in purchase.Offer expires 10/31/26. Promotional offer availablewithout financingoption. **Subject to credit approval. 18-monthPromoPeriodwhennopayments
are due and interest accrues but iswaived if balance is paid in full before PromoPeriod expires. Anyunpaidbalanceowedafter PromoPeriodplus accrued interestwill bepaid in installments basedon termsdisclosed in the
financing agreement. Financing is providedby various financial institutionswithout regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status.“Renewal byAndersen”andall othermarkswheredenoted are
marks of AndersenCorporation.©2026AndersenCorporation. All rights reserved.

CALL, SCAN, OR VISIT US
ONLINE TO SCHEDULE
YOUR FREE IN-HOME

CONSULTATION Hurry! Offer Ends
OCTOBER 31ST!

*Disc
lesser

PAY NOTHING
FOR 1 1/2 YEARS!**

Your Entire Project!

BUY ONE WINDOW OR DOOR,
GET ONE WINDOW OR DOOR

Interest accrues from purchase date but is waived
if paid in full within 18 months.

(757) 353-4602
NoMoreDraftsVA.com

40% OFF* + +$300 OFF*

Price: $3.50
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