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Letters should be no longer than 300 words and 
include the name, address and phone number 
of the letter writer. all letters are subject to 
editing. letters should be the original work of 
the signatory. the culpeper Star-exponent lists 
the affiliations of writers of letters to the editor 
when the writers are officially speaking for the 
organization they represent. Writers are limited to 
one letter every 30 days.
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Mail: culpeper Star-exponent
122 W. Spencer St., culpeper, Va 22701 
(attn: letters to the editor)
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Three weeks after hiring Shane 
McCrum as the fi rst-ever Clerk to 
the Board, the Culpeper County 
Board of Supervisors has also 
appointed him as acting county 
administrator.

“To maintain stability in day-to-
day operations, the Board autho-
rized Mr. McCrum to assume the 
duties of Interim County Admin-
istrator while continuing to serve 
as Clerk to the Board. Mr. McCrum 

will serve in this 
capacity through 
the Board’s July 
regular meeting 
or until the hiring 
and placement of a 
permanent County 
A d m i n i s t ra t o r, 
whichever occurs 
fi rst,” according to 

a county release Wednesday night 
from the new county attorney, 
Amy F. Wilson. McCrum, 29, of 
Amissville, most recently worked as 

a senior military sales analyst with 
government contractor Cydecor 
Inc. in Arlington and is a 2019 grad-
uate of Christendom College in Front 
Royal with a bachelor’s degree in his-
tory. He grew up in Fairfax County. 
His appointment as acting county 
administrator following a closed 
session on Tuesday is the latest in 
a series of governmental structure 
changes a Republican majority on 
the board is seeking to implement, 
with Tom Underwood leading the 
charge as board chairman.

Resolution on Clerk and 
Executive Leadership Team

McCrum attended his fi rst pub-
lic meeting Tuesday morning, 
straightaway reading out loud a 
10-page resolution up for board 
approval establishing “general gov-
erning authority” in the absence of 
a county administrator.

The resolution designated 
McCrum as the county’s signatory 

Interim county administrator named

Madison Senior 
Center hosting 

meet-and-greet 
for new site 

administrator
LOCAL, A5

Vitality path: 
The 7 types of 
rest and why 
we need all 
of them
LIVELY

Check out local religion news on 
this week’s Faith & Values PAGE A2
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Sheetz opened its 830th store in Cul-
peper on Thursday with free co� ee, foun-
tain soda, swag, a WJMA live broadcast, 
community donations, and, best of all, 
discounted gas.

The public fl ocked to the new gas station, 
convenience store and restaurant on James 
Madison Highway at Nalles Mill Road to fi ll 
up for $3.84/gallon. The introductory price 
was a little cheaper than the area average 
of $4.06.

Competitors along the U.S. 29 corridor 
temporarily followed suit in anticipation 
of the local opening of the family-owned 
business based in Altoona, Pennsylvania.

Part of that family, Ryan Sheetz was there 
for the Culpeper celebration.

“The fact that we’re family-owned 
means a lot to us. It really impacts how we 
lead this company,” he said in an interview 
on site. “We spend a lot of time in our stores 
and with our store team members, so any-
time we open a new store, a family member 
works really hard to get there and help cel-
ebrate what a wonderful accomplishment 
it is to build a new one.”

Thursday morning was sunny and in the 
50s.

“This is fantastic, couldn’t have asked 
for better weather,” Ryan Sheetz said. “It’s 

ALLISON BROPHY CHAMPION PHOTOS, CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Micah Bender waits for his slip after ordering a pretzel on the MTO screen at the new Culpeper Sheetz on Thursday morning as his father, Winston Bender, smiles in approval.

FIRST SHEETZ IN CULPEPER OPENS
FAMILY-OWNED CHAIN

Ryan Sheetz in town for launch of 
new convenience center, restaurant

Crystal Rainey and James Coppage, of 
Culpeper, were the winners at the grand 
opening Thursday of the Sheetz for a Year 
gift card, worth $2,500.Please see SHEETZ, Page A4

Please see ADMINISTRATOR, Page A4
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