
MAN BEHIND THE NAME
Honoring a hero where veterans seek healing 

JAKOB GURLEY

A growing effort to re-
name the Victoria Vet-
erans Affairs Clinic in 
honor of  Medal of  Honor 
recipient Master Sgt. Roy 
P. Benavidez is gaining 
mo mentum across the 
Cro ssroads, earning unan-
imous support from Victo-
ria County commissioners 
and praise from Benavi-
dez’s family.

Victoria County Com-
missioners Court on Mon-
day approved a resolution 
2026-066, formally support-
ing the proposal to rename 
the facility the Roy P. Be-
navidez VA Clinic. The 
resolution will be shared 
with neighboring counties 
and forwarded to the offi ce 
of  Congressman Michael 
Cloud as supporters seek 
federal approval for the 
name change.

The effort has been led 
by local veterans advocate 
Frank Torres, who said he 
began organizing support 
after the opening of  the ar-
ea’s new VA facility.

“I always wanted to 
change the name of  the old 
clinic, but I’m glad I wait-
ed,” Torres said. “Now we 
have this new facility that 
provides so many more 
services. This felt like the 
right time.”

Torres said he spent 
months meeting with 
county judges, veterans 
organizations and commu-
nity leaders throughout 
the region to build sup-
port. According to Torres, 
every county judge he 
approached endorsed the 
proposal, and veterans or-
ganizations represented 
through the Victoria Vet-
erans Council unanimous-
ly supported the effort.

“I didn’t know how it 
was going to be received,” 
Torres said. “But it’s been 
overwhelmingly positive. 
Everybody has been sup-
portive.”

Torres believes naming 
the clinic after Benavidez 
would provide veterans 
with a personal connection 
to the facility while honor-
ing one of  the Crossroads’ 
most celebrated military 
heroes.

Born in Lindenau and 
raised in Cuero and El 
Campo, Benavidez earned 
the Medal of  Honor for his 
actions during a six-hour 
battle in Vietnam in 1968, 
where he suffered 37 bul-
let, bayonet and shrapnel 
wounds while rescuing 
fellow soldiers and coor-
dinating their evacuation 
under intense enemy fi re.

For Benavidez’s daugh-
ter, Yvette Benavides-Gar-
cia, news of  the proposal 
came unexpectedly.

“I did not know about 
it,” Garcia said. “I was 
pleasantly tagged in a so-
cial media post, and then I 
started seeing it pop up on 
different people’s pages.”

Garcia said learning 
about the effort was both 
surprising and deeply 
meaningful to her family.

“It’s obviously an hon-
or,” she said. “My dad 
spent years speaking up 
for veterans and making 
sure they received the 
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Deputy shooting claims 
Texas State student 
ADVOCATE STAFF

BRAZORIA COUN-
TY — The family of  an 
18-year-old college student 
who was fatally shot by a 
Brazoria County sheriff’s 
deputy says he was un-
armed and not threaten-
ing anyone when he was 
killed Monday morning 
in the garage of  his Lake 
Jackson home.

According to the Bra-
zoria County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce, a deputy attempt-
ed to stop a vehicle near 
Farm-to-Market 2004 and 
This Way Street shortly 
after midnight Monday. 
Authorities said the driver 
failed to stop, leading dep-
uties on a brief  pursuit.

The chase ended when 
the vehicle entered the ga-
rage of  a residence in the 
100 block of  Indian War-
rior Trail in Lake Jackson.

The deputy then fi red 
his weapon, striking the 
driver, identifi ed as John 
Gabriel Mendoza Jr., 18. 
Mendoza was transport-
ed to a hospital, where he 
later died, according to the 
sheriff’s offi ce.

Family members dis-
pute the circumstances 
surrounding the shooting 
and said Mendoza was still 
inside the vehicle when he 
was shot.

“They just shot through 
the window,” Mendoza’s 
great-aunt, Belinda Men-
doza Ramirez, told ABC13. 
“Didn’t give him a chance. 
I don’t understand it.”

Relatives gathered out-
side the home Monday 
evening, just feet from 
where the shooting oc-
curred. The driver’s side 
window of  the vehicle 
was shattered, and family 

members said Mendoza 
was unarmed at the time 
of  the shooting.

“You don’t get executed 
for minor stuff. You get 
a ticket or spend three 
nights in jail or whatever,” 
Mendoza’s uncle, Ricar-
do Casteneda, said. “You 
don’t die from stuff  like 
that. He was executed.”

Family members said 
Mendoza was a former 
football player at Bra-
zoswood High School and 
had completed his fresh-
man year at Texas State 
University. He was prepar-
ing to return to school this 
fall as a sophomore.

The sheriff’s offi ce has 
not released details about 
the reason for the attempt-
ed traffi c stop, what led 
the deputy to open fi re 
or whether investigators 
recovered a weapon from 
the scene.

The investigation has 
been turned over to the 
Texas Rangers and the 
Brazoria County District 
Attorney’s Offi ce.

“We want justice. We 
just want to know what 
happened. No kid is per-
fect, but nobody deserves 
this,” said Mendoza’s 
great-aunt, Glenda Men-
doza.

The deputy involved in 
the shooting has not been 
publicly identifi ed. The 
sheriff’s offi ce said the 
deputy has been placed 
on administrative leave 
pending the outcome of  
the investigation, which 
is standard procedure fol-
lowing an offi cer-involved 
shooting.

Authorities have not re-
leased additional details 
as the investigation con-
tinues.
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Environmental activist raises concerns 
about proposed nuclear projects 
LINDSEY PLOTKIN

The Victoria County 
Democratic Party welco-
med environmental ac-
tivist Diane Wilson as 
the guest speaker at its 
monthly meeting, where 
she discussed proposed 
nuclear power projects 
and an artifi cial in-
telligence data center 
planned for the region.

Wilson, founder of  the 
San Antonio Bay Estua-
rine Waterkeeper (SA-

BEW), spoke about her 
decades-long efforts to 
hold major corporations 
accountable for envi-
ronmental impacts and 
shared concerns about 
future industrial devel-
opment along the Texas 
coast.

During her presenta-
tion, Wilson highlighted 
her work challenging 
companies such as For-
mosa Plastics and Dow 
Chemical, as well as 
the grassroots organiz-

ing efforts that have 
fueled many of  those ca-
mpaigns. She also pro-
vided attendees with 
information on how resi-
dents can contact elected 
offi cials and become in-
volved in environmental 
advocacy efforts.

A signifi cant portion 
of  Wilson’s presentation 
focused on proposals by 
Dow and Blue Energy 
to develop nuclear pow-
er facilities in the area. 
Wilson and SABEW have 

publicly opposed the 
projects, citing concerns 
about potential impacts 
on local ecosystems and 
industries.

Blue Energy fi led ap-
plications and permits 
with the Port of  Victoria 
and the Victoria Naviga-
tion District in October 
2025 to conduct feasibili-
ty studies for a potential 
nuclear power plant.

Wilson told attendees 
that reports submitted 
by Blue Energy indi-
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t-storm in 
spots
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Master Sgt. Roy P. Benavidez, a Crossroads native and Medal of Honor recipient, served in the 
U.S. Army Special Forces and became one of the most decorated soldiers of the Vietnam War. 
(Courtesy Photo)

Diane Wilson, a local environmental activist, leads a discus-
sion on the potential environmental impacts of building two 
nuclear power plants in Victoria and Calhoun County. (Lindsey 
Plotkin/Victoria Advocate)


