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ELECTIONS

VISD leaders push transparency, urgency
ahead of $240M school bond vote

JAKOB GURLEY

Victoria  Independent
School District leaders
say a proposed $240 mil-
lion bond aims to address
decades of aging infra-
structure and position the
district for long-term
growth, while pushing

RETAIL

back on concerns about
transparency and commu-
nication following a public
forum held Wednesday
where community mem-
bers heard competing
views on the proposal.
School board president
Micah Patton said dis-
cussions about potential

school closures, consolida-
tions and demolitions have
been ongoing for years in
public meetings.

“I just wish people
would look back,” Patton
said. “There’s clearly a re-
cord of conversation about
these facilities that are
slated for demolition, and

it’s been on the proposal.”
The bond, developed by
a 43-member community
Bond Action Committee,
includes projects impact-
ing 18 campuses and focus-
es on major infrastructure
needs such as roofs, HVAC
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Walmart's Iogest tenured employee, Teresa CIiftnn center, who has worked for the store for 45 years, cuts the ribbon o offi-
cially reopen the Walmart Supercenter on North Navarro surrounded by coworkers. (Lindsey Plotkin/Victoria Advocate)

GIVING BACK

Walmart reopening in Victoria celebrates community, new upgrades

LINDSEY PLOTKIN

The beat of drums and
the rhythm of a dance
team set the tone as the
Walmart Supercenter
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welcomed the community
back for its grand reopen-
ing — a celebration that
blended fresh upgrades
with decades of local ties.
With the Victoria West
High School band and
Legacy Dance Team on
hand, the reopening of
Store No. 330 felt less like
a retail event and more
like a community gath-
ering. Shoppers stepped
into a redesigned space
featuring a new fashion
section, expanded gro-
cery options — including
in-house sushi and torti-

llas — and an updated vi-
sion center.

The renovation marks
the 68th Walmart store in
Texas to undergo similar
upgrades, but for those
gathered, the focus extend-
ed beyond the physical
changes.

Walmart presented four
community grants during
the event, reinforcing its
investment in local orga-
nizations. The Victoria
West Warrior Band and
Legacy Dance Team each
received $1,500, along with
Warriors Weekend, while

the Victoria Police Depart-
ment received $2,500.

The celebration also
turned attention to the
people behind the store’s

longevity. Long-tenured
associates were recog-
nized, including Teresa

Clifton who has worked at
the location for 45 years —
a reflection of the store’s
deep roots in the commu-
nity since opening in 1993.
Store manager Francis-
ca “Kika” Lopez welcomed
guests with a message cen-
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Walmart employees presented the Victoria Police Department with a grant of $2,500, one of
four grants the store gave out. Police Chief Clay Fetters and Deputy Chief Eline Moya were
among the officers there to receive the donation. (Lindsey Plotkin/Victoria Advocate)

l INSIDE
................................ MAIN
AZ ................... CROSSROADS
A3 WEATHER
Ad e, OBITS
AS .. VIEWPOINTS
R RELIGION
LY (S FURTHER REVIEW
A8 FULL PAGE AD
] [k T SPORTS
B4..... HOME AND GARDEN
.......................... PUZZLES
B6 .o DIVERSIONS

What the end of Viktor Orban means for the New Right | VIEWPOINTS A5

SHIELDS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Shields Elementary Sclhoel,rélated for dem"olition under VISD's
proposed bond. (Jakob Gurley/Victoria Advocate)

EDUCATION

Victoria ISD reviews
special education
updates, student
performance data

VISD Superintendent Sheila Collazo, Board President Micah
Patton and Trustee Rick Jones, from left, discuss district
updates during a school board meeting. (Jakob Gurley/
Victoria Advocate)

JAKOB GURLEY

Victoria Independent
School District (VISD)
trustees unanimously
approved a memoran-
dum of understanding
with Nursery Indepen-
dent School District that
will allow Nursery’s
ninth  through 12th
grade students to at-
tend Victoria West High
School beginning in the
20262027 school year.

District officials said
the agreement remains
unchanged from the ver-
sion approved the previ-
ous year and continues
an existing partnership
between the districts.

“This is the first
year that Nursery ISD
is bringing their 9th
through 12th grade stu-
dents to Victoria ISD,”
Superintendent Sheila
Collazo said. “The MOU
did not change from the
original version.”

The agreement was
part of a broader con-
sent agenda that also
included budget amend-
ments, donations and
gifts, certification of
instructional materials
for 20262027, remote
conferencing waivers,
non-business  instruc-
tional days, and multiple
bid awards for district
goods and services, in-
cluding food products,
maintenance work, in-
ternet access and net-
work services. Trustees
also approved May 8,

2026, as School Commu-
nicators Day.

District officials al-
so presented a detailed
update on special edu-
cation services, report-
ing that VISD currently
serves 2,545 students re-
ceiving special educa-
tion services and 820
students receiving ser-
vices under Section 504.

Kelli Cotton, execu-
tive director of special
services, outlined pro-
gram capacity across
the district, including 18
early childhood special
education classrooms,
14 life skills classrooms,
nine therapeutic behav-
ior settings known as
RISE classrooms and
three RISE Academy
classrooms designed for
students requiring more
intensive behavioral
support. The district al-
so operates three region-
al schools for the deaf
program sites.

Cotton reported that
1,141 students current-
ly receive direct speech
therapy services, the
highest number record-
ed in recent years.

“There are over 1,000
students receiving di-
rect speech therapy,”
Cotton said. “That is by
far the largest number
we’ve ever had.”

District data also
showed 566 students in
mainstream settings
receiving special edu-
cation services within
general education class-
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