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T
his has to stop.

On Aug. 27, two
small children
were killed and
seventeen were

wounded as they attended
mass at Anunciation Cath-
olic School in Minneapolis,
Minnesota.

The shooter was 23-year-
old Robin Westman, for-
merly known as Robert

Westman, a
transgender
woman who
previously
attended the
school. On
the maga-
zines of his
a u t o m a t i c
rifle, West-
man wrote
phrases like,

“Where is your God?”, “Kill
Donald Trump”, and “Free
Palestine.”

The shooting comes just
months after 58-year-old
Vance Boelter assassinated
Melissa Hortman, a Min-
nesota lawmaker, together
with her husband, Mark,
at their home. Boelter then
proceeded to shoot and
wound State Senator John
Hoffman and his wife at
their home. Both Represen-
tative Hortman and Sena-
tor Hoffman were Demo-
crats.

According to the evi-
dence discovered, it is clear
that both shooters were
politically motivated. They
considered themselves
justified in what they saw
as a life-or-death struggle
against the evil agendas of
those from the other side of
the ideological spectrum.

Both men were obviously
disturbed and deranged.

But the blame for such vi-
olence can’t and shouldn’t
stop with them. It lies with
all of us.

The rhetoric utilized by
both political parties and
the media has poured gas-
oline on the bonfire of peo-
ple’s passionate political
opinions.

Don’t get me wrong.
Many of the decisions our
government makes are life-
and-death. In many ways,
the morality and future of
our country lie in the bal-
ance. The issues are im-
portant and should be pas-
sionately debated.

But the hyperbolic rhet-
oric utilized by both sides
only serves to silence
thoughtful discussion and
to inflame people’s pas-
sions.

Just a day before the most
recent attack, Minnesota
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Why this damaging
rhetoric must stop
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For many food banks, cereal is among
the most requested items. It provides a
quick meal with important nutrients
and requires very minimal preparation.

DeTar Healthcare System has part-
nered with The Food Bank of the Gold-
en Crescent (FBGC) to launch Bowls of
Hope this September.

Bowls of Hope is a cereal drive that
works to fight hunger as part of FBGC’s
Hunger Action Month Challenge. This
drive will provide a breakfast option
with little preparation needs to families
in the region struggling with food inse-
curity.

FBGC supports over 100 agencies
across 11 counties: Calhoun, Colora-
do, DeWitt, Goliad, Gonzales, Jackson,

Lavaca, Matagorda, Refugio, Wharton,
and Victoria. The Bowls of Hope cereal
drive will run through September coin-
ciding with nationally recognized Hun-
ger Action Month.

“A simple bowl of cereal can fuel chil-
dren and families who might otherwise
go without breakfast,” Emily Weather-
ly, DeTar Healthcare System director
of marketing, said. “Your donation can
make a meaningful impact by ensuring
essential nourishment reaches those in
need. Together, we can make a differ-
ence, one bowl at a time.”

Donations can be made in person
throughout the month of September.
Donation barrels will be available at
multiple DeTar Healthcare System lo-
cations: DeTar Hospital Navarro, DeTar

FIGHT AGAINST HUNGER

Bowls of Hope helps to fight food insecurity with cereal drive
DeTar employ-
ees (Lana Webel,
left and Melissa
Braunholz, right)
donate boxes
of nutritious
breakfast cereal
at DeTar Hospi-
tal Navarro for
the September
Hunger Hero
Challenge pre-
sented by The
Food Bank of the
Golden Crescent.
(Contributed by
DeTar Health-
care System)

Community members embrace Jesse Merkel, whose son Fletcher
was killed in Wednesdayís shooting, after Merkel gave a news
conference at Annunciation Catholic Church in Minneapolis on
Thursday, Aug. 28, 2025. (Aaron Lavinsky/The Minnesota Star
Tribune/TNS)
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T
he Victoria Independent
School District (VISD)
Board of Trustees adopt-
ed the district’s 2025-2026
budget and tax rate on

Thursday at a special meeting.
The Board adopted a balanced
budget and approved a no-in-
crease tax rate. The approved rate
maintains the lowest combined
tax rate in over 30 years.

The Board of Trustees adopted a
total budget of $159,024,974 for the
2025-2026 year. The budget is com-
posed of three areas: Maintenance
and Operations (M&O), Child Nutri-
tion and Interest and Sinking (I&S).

The Board budgeted $139,045,858
for M&O, $9,904,916 for Child Nu-
trition and $10,074,200 for I&S. Over
80 percent of the budgeted M&O
funds are applied to payroll. Staff
across the district will receive a
pay increase as a result of district

rightsizing and recently passed Tex-
as legislation.

The M&O budget features large
expenditures, including almost $3
million for security services, over $3
million for curriculum services and
over $4 million for extracurricular
activities, according to the VISD
2025-2026 adopted budget.

Additional maintenance needs re-
sulting from unexpected situations,
such as emergency facility repairs
and bus replacement, will be cov-
ered by the district’s fund balance.
The district is required to maintain
at least 75 days of operating costs for
natural disasters and emergencies.

The Board approved a total tax
rate of $0.8035 per $100 of taxable
value. The approved tax rate is the
same as the previous year, main-
taining the district’s lowest com-
bined rate in more than three de-
cades, according to the VISD Notice
of Public Meeting to Discuss Budget
and Proposed Tax Rate.

The tax rate is composed of an
M&O component and an I&S com-
ponent. The M&O rate is 0.6969 per-
cent, the same as last year and the
lowest in over 34 years, and the I&S
rate is 0.1066 percent, the same as
last year and the lowest since 2006.

While the average market value of
residences increased from $234,272
to $239,402, the average taxable val-
ue of residences decreased from
$134,272 to $99,402, according to the
VISD Notice of Public Meeting. This
results in a decrease of taxes due on
average residences from $1,078.88 to
$798.70.

Under law, school districts in Tex-
as must exempt the first $100,000 of
a qualified residence homestead’s
value, reducing the taxable val-
ue. Once a homeowner turns 65 or
qualifies as disabled, a tax ceiling
limits future school district taxes on
that homestead. The taxes on that
homestead do not increase above

VISD BUDGET

VISD Board adopts 2025-2026 budget and tax rate
No Increase

VISD Board of Trustees President Micah Patton (Michael Milliorn/Victoria Advocate)
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