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Texas Legislature ends second session
Lt

Lawmakers leave
Capitol after slew
of conservative wins

KAYLA GUO AND ALEJANDRO SERRANO
The Texas Tribune

The Texas Legislature gaveled
out its second overtime session
with a fresh inventory of GOP
victories, including a new con-

gressional map gerrymandered
to maximize Republican rep-
resentation, a host of socially
conservative priorities that had
long failed to reach the gover-
nor’s desk, and unprecedented
retribution leveled against the
minority party.

The final adjournment, com-
ing late Wednesday in the House
and shortly after midnight in the

lating, punctuated by a two-week

walkout by Democratic lawmak- |

ers over GOP redistricting that
prompted Republicans to end
the first special session early
and launch right into a second.
After the Legislature resumed

business, GOP lawmakers quick- |

ly pushed through much of Gov.
Greg Abbott’s agenda, spark-
ing fiery debates over abortion,

House Speaker
= Dustin Bur-
rows, R-Lub-
bock, oversees
roll call on

the House
floor in Austin
on Sept. 3.
(Kaylee Green-

Senate, closed out a tense six and

a half weeks of overtime legis- SESSION >> PAGE 3A

lee for The
Texas Tribune)

Meyer
joins
TMT
staft

New reporter will
cover government,
other stories in county

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Leeza Meyer joined the
Tyler Morning Telegraph
on Tuesday
as a multime-
dia reporter.

“I'm thank-
ful for this
opportunity
to be here and
write  local
stories that in-
form and con-
nect the community in Tyler
and surrounding areas,”
Meyer said. “I have felt wel-
comed by all the staff since
the first day I walked in.”

Meyer will take her pen
and paper to cover city and
county government, local
politics, city development,
breaking news and other
diverse stories around the
area of Tyler, including op-
portunities to work with the
Tyler Morning Telegraph’s
sister publications, such as
ETX View Magazine.

After recently graduat-
ing this May from The Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin
with her bachelor’s degree
in journalism and minors
in science communication
and Russian, Meyer looks
forward to jumping into
her professional career
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Leeza Meyer
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The new Smith County Courthouse is seen in downtown Tyler amid ongoing costruction T
project stay on track despite over 100 weather days. (Jennifer Scott/Tyler Morning Telegraph)

On Track

hursday orning. QOver 200 workers are at the site each day, helping the

Courthouse progresses despite weather days; county OKs fifth floor work

LEEZA MEYER

C onstruction of the
new Smith County
Courthouse re-
mains on track despite
record-breaking rain. This
week, a recently approved
expansion plan will add a
couple additional months
to the timeline of Phase 2
which is still expected to be
complete by the end of 2026.
While the original con-
struction plan remained
on track to finish next fall,
commissioners on Tues-
day approved a fifth floor
partial finish-out plan,
moving the second phase’s
anticipated completion

date to December 2026. The

addition comes at no extra 1€ Smith County Commissioners Court voted Tuesday to finish out one of the courts on the fifth

cost to taxpayers. floor, as well as the public spaces, restrooms and in-custody secure spaces. There will not be any
Bradley Barr, senior extra cost to taxpayers. (Contributed/Fitzpatrick Architects)
superintendent at Hoar

above average 66 inches resulting in the completed
of rain, but the project concrete structure a week
remains on time thanks to in advance. An average
crews working overtime of 220 workers are on the
and bringing in more staff, construction site daily,

Construction, and Brandy project update during the
Ziegler, partner and archi- county’s weekly meeting.
tect at Fitzpatrick Archi- Barr said the team
tects, spoke to the commis- recently experienced 113
sioners court to providea weather days due to the

Barr said.

“Every day we are going
to keep working hard to
push forward and not
give up,” Barr said. “Our
attitude is we can’t control
the weather, but we can
control how we respond to
that, and so we try to keep
a positive attitude.”

County Judge Neal
Franklin said he continues
to be impressed with the
project’s scope, including
the team’s transparent
updates for the court and
community.

“One thing that I have

% really appreciated about

Hoar Construction in our
meetings is y’all call the
challenges opportunities
and it’s always kept really
positive in our meetings and
moving forward,” Franklin
said, commenting on previ-
ous weather concerns. “We
appreciate that.”
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