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U.S. Rep. Tony Gonzales an-
nounced on Monday that he
would resign from Congress,
avoiding an expected vote on his
expulsion after he admitted to
having an affair with a staffer.

Gonzales, a Republican from
San Antonio, has faced intensi-
fying scrutiny in recent months
after the San Antonio Express-
News first revealed evidence
that he engaged in a sexual rela-
tionship with a staffer who later

died by suicide, prompting a
House Ethics Committee review
and calls from colleagues for
him to step aside. Pressure fur-
ther mounted when another
aide came forward, saying Gon-
zales pressed her for nude
photos and sex during his first
run for Congress in 2020.

“There is a season for every-
thing and God has a plan for us
all,” Gonzales said in a state-
ment posted on X. “When Con-
gress returns tomorrow, I will
file my retirement from office. It
has been my privilege to serve
the great people of Texas.”

Gonzales has represented
Texas’ 23rd Congressional Dis-
trict since 2021, a vast border
district that stretches from San
Antonio to El Paso.

Gonzales, a former Navy
cryptologist, built his profile in
Congress around national secu-
rity and border issues. He
serves on key committees in-
cluding Appropriations and
Homeland Security.

He has at times clashed with
members of his own party and
was censured by the Texas Re-
publicanParty in 2023 after sup-
porting bipartisan legislation on
gun safety and same-sex mar-
riage protections, positioning
himas one of themoremoderate
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The House ethics panel is investigating allegations of sexual
misconduct by Rep. Tony Gonzales, R-San Antonio.

The GOP’s powerful Senate
Leadership Fund super PAC an-
nouncedrecently that itwascom-
mitting $342 million to support a
slate of candidates across eight
states.

Texas, where U.S. Sen. John
Cornyn is fighting for political
survival in a runoff against state
Attorney General Ken Paxton on
May 26, was not one of them.

National Republican leaders’
decision to so far hold off in com-
mitting more money to the state
comes as Cornyn continues to lag
in the polls behindPaxton, ahead
of what could be a competitive
midterm race against Democratic
state Rep. James Talarico of Aus-
tin.

WithPresidentDonaldTrump
so far declining to endorse in the
race — after suggesting he would
do so following the primary —
some of the the president’s sup-
porters have been calling for the
party’s fundraising arms to forgo
investing more into Cornyn’s pri-
mary campaign when Republi-
cans are facing competitive Dem-
ocratic challenges elsewhere in
November.

“RINO/Uniparty Senators like
John Cornyn remain in office for
decades sowhenyouget a chance
to replace them with true Amer-
ican First conservatives you have
to seize the opportunity,” Alex
Muse, a conservative influencer,
wrote on X recently.

The Senate Leadership Fund,
which iscontrolledbySenateMa-
jority Leader John Thune of
South Dakota, declined to com-
ment. Alex Latcham, the fund’s
executive director, told the New
YorkTimes thathedidn’t seeTex-
as as competitive in November
but would reconsider if the
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CAIRO—U.S. President Don-
ald Trump said Monday that the
American military had begun a
blockade of Iranian ports as part
of his effort to force Tehran to
open theStrait ofHormuzandac-
cept adeal to end thewar thathas
raged for more than six weeks.

Iran responded with threats
on all ports in the Persian Gulf
and theGulf ofOman, taking aim
at U.S.-allied countries.

That set the stage for an ex-
traordinary showdown that
posed serious risks for the global

economy and raised the specter
that the ceasefire could collapse
and the war could resume. Talks
aimed at permanently ending the
conflict — which began Feb. 28
with U.S. and Israeli strikes on
Iran — failed to reach an agree-
ment this past weekend. There
has beennoword onwhether ne-
gotiations will resume.

Trumpsaid theblockade start-
ed at 9 a.m.

“We can’t let a country black-
mail or extort the world because
that’s what they’re doing,”
Trump said of Iran.

Speaking outside the Oval Of-
fice, the president suggested the
U.S. is still willing to engage with
Iran.

“I can tell you that we’ve been
called by the other side,” Trump
said.

He added: “We’ve been called
this morning by the right people,
the appropriate people, and they
want to work a deal.”

Trump did not say who called
or what was discussed.

A notice to mariners by the
U.K. Maritime Trade Operations
agency said the blockade restrict-
ed “the entirety of the Iranian
coastline, includingports and en-
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Vice President JD Vance boards Air Force Two as he leaves
Islamabad on Sunday after talks ended without a deal with Iran.
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Jennifer and Doug Getten, who lost their 9-year-old daughter Ellen in the flood, attend a lawsuit hearing Monday in Austin.

CampMystic director
says he didn’t see alerts
Eastland:Wasn’taware ‘therewassomething ...wecouldsignupfor’

Edward Eastland, a director of the CampMystic
Guadalupe River campus, says he relied on a
notification system known as CodeRED.
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AUSTIN—CampMystic offi-
cials did not see social media
alerts from theTexasDivision of
Emergency Management or Na-
tional Weather Service an-
nouncing threats of heavy rain-
fall two days before a cata-
strophic flash flood engulfed the
Hill Country retreat, killing 27
children and counselors, one of
the camp’s operators testified in
court on Monday.

Edward Eastland, a director
of the Camp Mystic Guadalupe
River campus, where the deaths
occurred on July 4, said he

didn’t follow the state emergen-
cymanagement office or the Na-
tional Weather Service on the
social media platform X, for-
merly known as Twitter.

He said he relied instead on a
emergency notification system
known as CodeRED, which is
separate from the state emer-
gency management agency’s or
NationalWeather Service’s alert
services.

Camp Mystic officials would
have had to go looking for the
state’s emergency management
and National Weather Service
alerts on social media platforms
in order to see them, he said.


