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United South assistant girls
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Laredo launches virtual
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PLANE
CRASH

A pilot and 1 others were
killed when a plane taking
people skydiving crashed.
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County OKs $3.6M payroll boost

Move will impact nearly LOOO positions and comes after pay review

By David Gomez Jr.
STAFF WRITER

Webb County recently ap-
proved implementation of a
countywide compensation and
classification study affecting
nearly 1,000 positions after find-
ings showed employee pay
lagged behind comparable gov-
ernments by more than 22% at
entry-level salary ranges.

County leaders voted to im-
plement 97.5% of the recommen-

dations contained in a wage and
classification study conducted
by  Management Advisory
Group International, or MAG.
The study reviewed approxi-
mately 1,007 positions across 323
job titles and compared Webb
County salaries with those of 14
peer entities, including counties,
municipalities and Laredo ISD.
According to the study, coun-
ty positions surveyed were paid
an average of 22.4% below mar-
ket at the minimums of salary

ranges and 5.9% below market at
midpoint pay levels. Certain po-
sitions — including court clerks,
administrative secretaries,
heavy equipment operators and
various public safety positions
— were identified as lagging fur-
ther behind market rates and
were adjusted in the recom-
mended compensation plan.
Webb County Judge Tano Ti-
jerina said the study had been
underway for nearly two years
and was intended to help the

county remain competitive in at-
tracting and retaining employ-
ees.

“We're just trying to be com-
petitive,” he said.

Tijerina supported the study
but said he would have preferred
to wait until the upcoming bud-
get process before implementa-
tion, citing several personnel
policy issues that still needed re-
finement, including procedures
related to promotions, reclassifi-
cations and temporary assign-
ments.

The approved 97.5% imple-

mentation level is projected to
increase county payroll by ap-
proximately $3.6 million annual-
ly, representing a 6.98% increase
over current payroll costs. The
study estimated that 995 posi-
tions would receive adjustments
under the adopted plan, while
seven positions would remain
unchanged.

Pct. 4 Commissioner Ricardo
Jaime said the process began in
late 2024 when commissioners
initiated efforts to hire an out-
side consultant to review em-

Payroll continues on A5

Photos by Zach Davis/Laredo Morning Times
District VIII Council Member Alyssa Cigarroa and Dr. Ricardo Cigarroa stand with Imaginarium of South Texas board

members as the two were honored at the Imaginarium’s 2026 Imagine Awards Gala on Thursday.

Cigarroas honored for their
service to community

City of Laredo,
mayor respond
to criticism from
council member

By Zach Davis
EDITOR

An awards gala honoring
District VIII Council Mem-
ber Alyssa Cigarroa and her
father, Dr. Ricardo Cigarroa,
turned political Thursday
night when the former crit-
icized Laredo Mayor Dr. Vic-
tor Trevino over a special
City Council meeting sched-
uled during the same eve-

Criticism continues on AS
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Imaginarium of South Texas recognizes honorees for
leadership, impact during COVID-19

By Zach Davis

Dr. Ricardo Clgarroa, W1th Counc1l Member Alyssa Cigarroa
and ICU nurse Sandra Martinez, attends the gala.
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;ard” with CHIP Technology is the new checkbook.

EDITOR

The Imaginarium of South
Texas honored Dr. Ricardo Ci-
garroa and District VIII Coun-
cil Member Alyssa Cigarroa at
its annual Imagine Awards
Gala Thursday night at Paseo
Real Reception Hall.

The event not only honored
the two prominent local fig-
ures but also raised approxi-
mately $18,845 for the nonprof-
it, organizers said.

Ricardo is one of 10 children

Cigarroas continues on A4
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Trump
warns
Israel and
Iran not to
‘blow it’

By Julia Frankel,
Abby Sewell, Samy Magdy
and Will Weissert

ASSOCIATED PRESS

JERUSALEM — President
Donald Trump on Sunday urged
no further attacks by anyone af-
ter Israel’s military said it
launched strikes on Hezbollah
targets in Beirut, potentially
complicating efforts to finalize a
deal to end the U.S.-Iran war.
Lebanon’s health ministry said
three people were killed and 16
others wounded.

Iran warned a military re-
sponse was coming. Trump re-
acted on social media: “We are
very close to a Deal that will
bring peace to the region, includ-
ing to Lebanon” and “Let’s not
blow it!”

Trump later told Fox News he
still expected an agreement with
Iran to be signed in the coming
hours and planned to ask Tehran
not to respond to Israel’s strikes.

The emerging deal is a disap-
pointment to Israel’s govern-
ment, which has been sidelined
in negotiations led by Pakistan
and others. The last time Israel
struck Beirut’s suburbs a week
ago, it set off the most serious es-
calation of fighting between Iran
and Israel since the tenuous
ceasefire took hold April 7.

Trump has pressed Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu to stop hitting Lebanon
hard while a deal is near, but the
prime minister has defied him.

Trump told Fox News he had
asked Netanyahu what he was
doing, using an expletive.

U.N. Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres urged “maximum

Iran continues on A6
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