
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2025 • VOL. 145, NO. 156 • $3.00

PLAYOFF
HISTORY
REWRITTEN
United rides Luna’s TD passes
and smothering defense to
trounce Converse Judson.

PAGE B1

SPORTS

HONORING
THOSEWHO
SERVED
Laredo marks Veterans Day
with annual ceremony
and parade.

PAGE A11

LOCAL

lmtonline.com @lmtnews @lmtnewsCONTACT US
OPINION: opinion@LMTOnline.com | SPORTS: sports@LMTOnline.com | EMAIL: editorial@LMTOnline.com

More than two years after he
was convicted of killing his lov-
er and their 1-year-old son at Fa-
ther McNaboe Park, former
U.S. Border Patrol supervisor
Ronald Anthony Burgos-Aviles
was back before the courts last
week as the 8th Court of Ap-
peals in El Paso heard oral ar-
guments in his capital murder
case.

Burgos-Aviles, who was sen-
tenced in 2023 to life in prison
without parole, is seeking to

overturn his conviction and be
granted a new trial.

The defense team is arguing
that several errors occurred
during his trial, including the
removal of his original attorney,
denial of a venue change and
admission of disputed evi-
dence.

The state, represented Wed-
nesday by Webb County Dis-
trict Attorney Isidro R. “Chilo”
Alaniz and members of his
team, urged the appellate court
to uphold the jury’s verdict.

Alaniz said the appeal focus-
es on alleged errors made dur-

ing the 2023 trial — including
how the proceedings were han-
dled, the judge’s instructions
and the application of the law.

“He has the right to appeal if
he is not satisfied with the deci-
sion,” Alaniz said. “From my
perspective as a prosecutor and
attorney for the state, I believe
everything will turn out favor-
ably for the state.”

He added that he remains
confident the conviction will
stand, noting that District
Judge Joe Lopez “took great
care to hold hearings, analyze

Ex-Border Patrol agent fights conviction
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Former Border Patrol supervisor Ronald Anthony Burgos-Aviles
at his double-murder trial in 2023. He was found guilty.

Man appealing life sentence in killings of lover, toddler
By Malena Charur
STAFF WRITER

Appeal continues on A3

City leaders held a spe-
cial meeting Friday aimed
at clearing the air for resi-
dents concerned about
possible border wall con-
struction along Laredo’s
riverbanks, confirming
that while the federal gov-
ernment plans to move
forward, the city’s role
will center on negotiation,
transparencyandprotect-
ing local interests.

Laredo Mayor Dr. Vic-

tor Trevino opened the
session by acknowledging
the growing unease sur-
rounding federal discus-
sions and reaffirmed the
city’s intent to keep resi-
dents informed.

“The federal govern-
ment will build this wall
whetherwesayyesorno,”
Trevino said. “We are
here to inform the public
that we are here to negoti-
ate.”

He emphasized that no
vote or decision would
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Laredo Mayor Dr. Victor Trevino works with City Secretary Mario Maldonado, District IV Council
Member Rick Garza and city public information staff to sort out the number of public comments Friday.

‘We are here to negotiate’
City outlines borderwall policy, insists it can’t stop build

By David Gomez Jr.
STAFF WRITER

Policy continues on A10
City leaders held a special meeting Friday on
possible border wall construction.

As the city recently re-
ceivednoticeof a renewed
federalplan toexpand the
southern borderwall, La-
redo environmental ad-
vocates are warning of
the cultural and environ-
mental damage it could
bring.

Laredo isoneof 21cities
along the Texas-Mexico
border expected to be im-
pacted by the reintro-
duced wall proposal — a
renewed push by the
Trump administration to
secure the border. That
figure excludes smaller

communities and unin-
corporated areas also
likely to be affected.

The Rio Grande Inter-
national Study Center,
founded to protect and
preserve the Rio Grande-
Rio Bravo, said Lare-
doans “are river people”
— rooted on land chosen
strategically for its access
to the river, a resource
now deeply tied to cul-
ture.

“To permanently cut
off our access to the Rio
Grande — our communi-
ty’sverysourceof life—is
to cut us off from our his-
toric ecological and cul-

Nonprofit warns
of barrier plan’s
impact on river
By Maria Ruiz
STAFF WRITER

Wall continues on A10

When Sandra Wilson
sold her townhouse near
downtown Dallas and
moved to Josephine, a
small city 40 miles out-
side the metroplex, she
looked forward to quieter
streets andcheaper taxes.

Then she got her first
property tax bill. “I came
unglued,” she said.

Wilson, who is 71 and
retired, was aware when
she bought her new

home that it was in amu-
nicipal utility district, or
MUD, and that she
would have to pay a spe-
cial tax. But what she
didn’t know was how
much that tax would be
— more than $2,400 an-
nually, double what she
paid to the county — nor
that she would be
charged it essentially in-
definitely.

Lawmakers and devel-
opers have sold munici-
pal utility districts as a

Booming housing
communities come
with hidden costs
By Megan Kimble
STAFF WRITER

Districts continues on A6


