
TIM FOUST RETURNS HOME
Live at the 23rd Annual Museum of the Gulf Coast Gala

Music by Tim Foust & Friends • Dinner • Cocktails • Silent Auction • Prosecco Diamond Jewelry Raffle

Supporting the Museum of the Gulf Coast’s educational programs.
Saturday, April 25, 2026 | Carl A. Parker Center | Port Arthur, Texas

Reserve your seat by April 10 at museumofthegulfcoast.org/gala
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TRENDING Rapper wins lawsuit, A2

NATION Iran war funds sought, A3

BUSINESS Sales growth expected,A7

SPORTS Rockets stuck in middle, B1

Additional fundscouldsoonbeheading toSouth-
east Texans affected by the 2019 plant explosion as a
result of a nonprosecutorial agreement between the
Departmentof JusticeandTPC,according toaBrent
Coon&Associates video update provided to clients.

While documents laying out the final terms and
conditions for this resolution have not officially
beensigned,CoonsaidMarch3 thathewasoptimis-
tic about theoutcomeafter ayear’sworthofnegotia-
tions by the law firm and other members of the
plaintiff council.

“It’s not going to be amounts to make you fully
whole, but it’s going to be significantly more than
what we’re able to get out of the bankruptcy,” Coon
said in the unlistedYouTube video uploadedMarch

DOJ nears
settlement
with TPC,
lawyer says
Claimants from 2019 explosion
could receive additionalmoney

By Mbu Maqungo
STAFF WRITER

TPC continues on A5

Officials overseeing Texas private school vouch-
ers say families can still expect to know if they will
receive statemoney in the comingweeks, even after
a court ruling this week extended the application
deadline.

It’s a tight turnaround that appears to contradict
what state lawyers argued during a hearing in a
Houston courtroom onTuesday. Attorneys defend-
ing acting Comptroller Kelly Hancock’s moves to
bar Islamic schools from the program over alleged
terrorism tieswarned that such an extensionwould
“disrupt” the agency’s work.

A federal judge granted the two-week extension,

State: Families
to get answers
on vouchers
despite ruling
By Isaac Yu
STAFF WRITER

Vouchers continues on A5

Jefferson County is moving for-
ward with plans for a new jail.

At a workshop last year, the
county discussed financing op-
tions to fund the construction of a
new jail due to the limitations of the
current facility, which ismore than
30 years old and has 1,200 beds. At
the time, Sheriff Zena Stephens
said the jail was built to hold less
violent offenders.

The Commissioners Court has
now awarded a contract to AE-
COM Technical Services to per-
formaneeds assessment,which in-
cludes a facility conditions assess-
ment. The county also appointed a

Stakeholder Advisory Committee.
At a workshop in February, the

court discussed the assessment
and the committee’s role. The advi-
sory committee, also known as a
steering committee, will workwith
the hired company to make deci-
sions and give direction to help
drive the next steps for the jail.

The entire assessment process
will take 28weeks, according to the
county.Part of theprocesswill look
at howmanybeds are needed at the
facility, as well as assess the laun-
dry and cafeteria spaces.

“(We will talk to) whoever is in
charge of the kitchen, laundry, in-
take, housing and security,” said
Sebastian Simonett with AECOM.
“We meet with them to talk a bit

about the quality of their space.
How is it laid out today? How is it
working for you today? How could
it be improved in the future? Ulti-
mately, this informs the spatial
program requirements, which tells
you we need X number of square
feet for these parts, and then we
bring that all together, as it then re-
lates to that population forecast of
housing, which determines your
bed count.”

In addition to working with the
committee, AECOMwill interview
stakeholders such as city police de-
partments, judges, the district at-
torney and public defenders who
interact with the jail and can shed
light on crime in Jefferson County.

Jefferson advancing
plans for new jail

Kim Brent/Beaumont Enterprise file photo

Jefferson County commissioners have discussed financing options to fund the construction of a new jail.

Commissioners have awarded contract to assess needs
By Tessa Noble
STAFF WRITER

Jail continues on A5

On this day in history, the
Beaumont Enterprise is remem-
bering country artist Kenneth
Threadgill on the 39th anniver-
sary of his death.

He was born John Kenneth
Threadgill on Sept. 12, 1909, in
Peniel as the ninth of 11 children,
according to the Texas State
Historical Association website.

Threadgill’s family moved to
Beaumont and then Austin in
1923, where he attended Austin
High School and met his future
mentor Jimmie Rodgers, the as-
sociation said.

While living in Beaumont,
Threadgill worked at the Tivoli
Theater, where he heard Rod-
gers sing.

While backstage, Rodgers
heard Threadgill imitating his
yodeling andwas impressed, ac-

cording to the association.
Threadgill thenwent on to in-

corporate yodeling into his
country singing later in his life.

In 1933 while living in Austin,
he began working at an old ser-
vice station on North Lamar
Boulevard. By December, he
had bought the station, chang-
ing it to Threadgill’s Tavern,
selling gas and food and operat-
ing as the first establishment to

History continues on A5

Courtesy of the Texas State Historical Association

Kenneth Threadgill became a good friend of Janis Joplin, who
performed at Threadgill’s Tavern in Austin.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

‘Father ofAustin CountryMusic,’
Threadgill also known for yodeling
By Megan Zapalac
STAFF WRITER


