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Wildfires trigger relief
programs for ranchers

COMMISSIONER

Texas Agriculture Commissioner Sid Miller outlines fencing, feed and recovery assistance for ranchers affected by
Panhandle wildfires Friday in Amarillo. MICHAEL CUVIELLO / AMARILLO GLOBE-NEWS

Miller details farm assistance during Amarillo briefing

Michael Cuviello
Amarillo Globe-News
USA TODAY NETWORK

Texas Agriculture Commissioner Sid
Miller on Friday, Feb. 20 outlined agri-
cultural relief programs for Panhandle
ranchers as large wildfires continued
burning across the region amid dry fuels
and strong winds.

Speaking at a news conference in
Amarillo alongside Panhandle officials,

Miller said he declared an agricultural
disaster, allowing the Texas Depart-
ment of Agriculture to activate assis-
tance focused on livestock feed, finan-
cial aid and rural mental-health sup-
port.

The announcement comes as the
Lavender Fire and 8-Ball Fire remain a
ctive across the High Plains, damaging
rangeland and fencing and
complicating containment efforts for
firefighters.

Feed and fencing assistance

The department’s hay and feed hot-
line is operating 24 hours a day to coor-
dinate donations and deliveries.

Producers who need hay or want to
donate can call 877-429-1998 or visit
TexasAgriculture.gov.

Miller said Texas currently has
adequate grazing in some areas but

See RELIEF, Page 5A

Hub City BBQ Cookofl closed to public

\

Alana Edgin
Lubbock Avalanche-Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

This year’s Hub City BBQ Cookoff
event will look different with several
changes, the biggest making it closed to
the public.

Here’s what to know about the
changes to the 2026 Hub City BBQ Coo-
koff, announced via social media.

What is the Hub City
BBQ Cookoff?

The cookoff, hosted by the Lubbock
Chamber of Commerce, has pitted pit-
masters and their teams against each
other to make the best ribs, brisket,
cook’s choice, bloody mary, or dessert.
The entries are judged and winners are

See COOKOFF, Page 5A

A 2022 Hub City BBQ Cookoff competitor smokes sausage at the South Plains

fairgrounds. ANNIE RICE/AVALANCHE-JOURNAL FILE
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. Sl’fc/ | Now you can finally have all of the soothing benefits of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a convenient
7 refreshing shower while seated or standing. Introducing Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s Shower Package!

v First and only walk-in tub available with a customizable shower

v Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height and pivots to offer a seated shower option
v Now with 10 Hydro Jets, 16 Air Bubble Jets, and MicroSoothe® Advanced Air Therapy System

v High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime warranty on the entire tub

v Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of both worlds—there isn’t a better, more affordable walk-in tub!

Call today and receive exclusive savings!

Our Best Offer Ever! Don't Wait!

$2,000 OFF + FREE TOILET

Expires 2/15/26

806-502-7627

WhySafeStep.com
*With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with

any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last.

No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH
APPROVED CREDIT
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Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
amarillo.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and sports in

the bonus sections. Check it out today!

Amatrillo
College
audit finds
no missing
funding

Nell Williams
Amarillo Globe-News
USA TODAY NETWORK

Amarillo College on Wednesday re-
leased results from an independent fo-
rensic audit reviewing construction
projects, bank account and invest-
ment account activity, internal com-
munications, and financial reporting
to the Board of Regents from 2019
through 2025.

The audit, which was commis-
sioned in October 2025 and conducted
by national accounting firm Weaver,
was initiated after administrative re-
views identified inconsistencies that
merited deeper investigation, accord-
ing to a news release from AC.

In November, the AC Board of Re-
gents held a special meeting to ad-
dress a shortage of $2.3 million to cov-
er projects outlined in a 2019 bond
package.

The audit found no evidence of
missing or misappropriated funds, but
did note a failure to adequately and
timely report some funds to the Board
of Regents, according to the news re-
lease.

Later, AC’s Vice President of Busi-
ness Affairs, Chris Sharp, was sus-
pended and submitted his resignation
on Nov.12, 2025.

“When procedural questions came
to light, it was important not to as-
sume, but to investigate,” said Dr. Ja-
melle Conner, President of Amarillo
College. “We are committed to ac-
countability to our taxpayers, employ-
ees, and our students — and want to
give our community the full facts pro-
vided by this report.”

See AUDIT, Page 5A
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