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Give More, Get More! This holiday season, the more
you shop, the more you earn. Scan the QR code for
more information.

Give More, Get More! This holiday season, the more 

1 - Annual Percentage Yield. Spirit High Interest Savings Interest rate is compounded and paid monthly based on Daily Balance. To earn the premium interest rate, maintain an active Spirit Cash Back Checking Account and complete 30+ debit transactions
during the statement cycle. The premium rate applies the following month on balances up to $250,000; otherwise, the base rate applies. 2 - $6 monthly maintenance fee on Spirit Cash Back Checking can be reduced to $0 with 30 qualified debit card
transactions. Maintenance fee buy-down of 20¢ for each qualified debit card transaction. Once maintenance fee reaches $0, a 20¢ credit will be given for each qualified debit card transaction. A qualified debit card transaction includes all Point-of-Sale (POS)
transactions (debit and signature-based) that post to your account during the statement cycle. Excludes ATM/ITM withdrawals. Rates accurate as of publication date. Rates subject to change at any time.
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SPECIAL SECTION THE YEAR WOKE UP
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2025 | AMARILLO.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Table sponsorships and tickets for
theMan&Woman of the Year Awards
Luncheon sponsored by FirstBank
Southwest are available now by con-
tacting Jaime Pipkin at jpipkin@loca-
liq.com .

RESERVE YOUR SEATS

Iconic Texasmusician Joe Ely is be-
ing remembered for his impact onmu-
sic in the Lone Star State and beyond
after he died Monday.

He was 78.
Ely’s family confi�rmed the legend-

ary singer, songwriter and raconteur
whose roots ran from Amarillo to Lub-
bock to Austin and beyond was with
his wife Sharon and daughter Marie
when he diedMonday at their home in
Taos, NewMexico from complications
of Lewy Body Dementia, Parkinson’s
andpneumonia, according to apost on
Ely’s Facebook page.

He was inducted into theWest Tex-
asWalk of Fame in 1989 as a solo artist
and later, in 2016, as a member of The
Flatlanders, according to Avalanche-
Journal archives.

“Joe will be sorely missed and our
sincere condolences go out to his wife
Sharon and his family, friends and

Joe Ely
remembered
for impact
on music
Adam D. Young
Lubbock Avalanche-Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

See ELY, Page 2A

M
axwell’s Pumpkin Farm will open its Amarillo Lights

display every night beginning Friday, Dec. 19 and

continuing throughDec. 23, extendingdays of opera-

tion for the fi�nal stretch of its annual holiday attrac-

tion. h The Christmas event is in its sixth year. Owner Larry Borger

has previously said the goal has been to create an aff�ordable, family-

focused tradition in the Texas Panhandle. In past seasons, Max-

well’s has drawn thousands of visitors and added new displays as

demand grew.

TOP: A gingerbread-themed display
glows at Maxwell’s Amarillo Lights

holiday attraction in south Amarillo.
ABOVE: A towering animated light

tree stands at the center of the
Amarillo Lights attraction at

Maxwell’s Pumpkin Farm.
RIGHT: Santa meets with children

during Amarillo Lights at Maxwell’s,
where photos with Santa are

included with admission.
MICHAEL CUVIELLO / AMARILLO GLOBE-NEWS

Lighting up
the season

Michael Cuviello Amarillo Globe-News | USA TODAY NETWORK

See LIGHTS, Page 4A


