
The TEXAS Outdoor Musical crew is participating in a special production of "Taming of the Shrew," to be staged on two
Monday evenings, July 14 and 21, in Palo Duro Canyon's Amphitheatre. PROVIDED BY RACHEL DAWSON

Panhandle Heritage Foundation is
presenting Shakespeare in the Canyon’s
“Taming of the Shrew” two Mondays,
starting at 8 p.m. July 14 and July 21 in
the beautiful surrounding of Palo Duro
Canyon’s Amphitheatre.

This season’s production will be set
in the 1960s, according to Rachel Daw-
son, director of the play. Guests can look
forward to an incredible show that fea-
tures the acting, singing and dancing
abilities of the TEXAS company. Tickets

are $25 and can be purchased at Texas-
show.com or by calling the box offi�ce at
806-651-2181.

TEXAS the OutdoorMusical has long
beena staple of cool Panhandle summer
nights. With Shakespeare in Canyon,
the organization continues to grow its
cultural impact andoff�er audiencesnew
ways to connect with the performing
arts, according to Honnah Taylor, direc-
tor of marketing and communications.

Shakespeare in the Canyon is sup-
ported in part by a grant from the Ama-
rillo Area Foundation, whose commit-
ment to the arts has made this series
possible.

Playing the lead on the production
are Allie Meredith as Katherine and
Ethan Wilkerson as Petruchio. Other
players include Edgar Carmarena as
Grumio and Sahara Seifried as Curtis.

How popular has the
Shakespeare in the Canyon been?

“This season, I have the privilege of
directing Shakespeare in the Canyon’s
production of 'The Taming of the
Shrew,'" Dawson said. "This role holds
special meaning for me, having per-
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After serving 15 years in various
leadership roles in theTexasTechUni-
versity System and Texas Tech Health
Sciences Center, Chancellor Dr. Tedd
Mitchell has decided to take a step
back.

On Friday, Mitchell, who is now 63
andwas appointed as the 5th chancel-
lor of the TTU System in 2018, an-
nounced his plans to retire within the
next year.

“Formore than15 years, I’ve had the
greatest honor of serving this incred-
ible enterprise, fi�rst as President of
TexasTechUniversityHealthSciences
Center, and for the past several years
as Chancellor of the Texas Tech Uni-
versity System,” Mitchell said in a let-
ter.

Hewent on to say that it was a “true
privilege and joy” to carry the baton as
chancellor, but feels that it is his time
to pass it to someone new.

Under Mitchell’s leadership, the
TTU System has been able to help ac-
complish monumental milestones,
alongside the fi�ve component univer-
sities in the system and the system’s
Board of Regents.

“Throughout my tenure, I’ve been
privileged to lead through periods of
tremendous growth and transforma-
tion, working alongside extraordinary
leaders, faculty, staff� and students
across our fi�ve universities,” Mitchell
said. “Their commitment to higher
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Rectangular Rapid Flashing Bea-
cons, orRRFBs, are expected tobeoper-
ational by mid-August along the south-
west portion of SL 335, enhancing pe-
destrian safety near an existing school
zone.

The safety improvements follow an
incident on June16,when aWest Plains
HighSchool studentwas struckbyave-
hicle while in the crosswalk at the in-
tersection of Arden Road and SL 335.
The student was crossing the loop at
approximately8:30a.m.when thevehi-
cle hit them in the marked crosswalk.

The Texas Department of Transpor-
tation said the new RRFBs will serve as
a supplemental safety feature and will

operate independently fromthecurrent
school zone signals.

When activated by pedestrians, the
beacons will fl�ash yellow lights to alert
drivers to stop.

“If yellow lights are fl�ashing, you
must stop to allow pedestrians to cross
the roadway,” TxDOT said in a state-
ment. “If a pedestrian is in the cross-
walk, you must stop and wait until the
person has cleared your lane.”

Pedestrians are urged to look both
ways, ensure traffi�c has stopped or
cleared the crosswalk, and remain in-
side the painted lines while crossing.
Offi�cials also recommend wearing
bright, refl�ective clothing during night-
time or inclement weather for better
visibility.

According to the U.S. Department of
Transportation, RRFBs have been

shown to increase driver yield rates to
as high as 98 percent at marked cross-
walks, depending on factors such as
speed limit, number of lanes, and road
type.

The RRFBs are being installed near a
developing section of SL 335, where the
current frontage roads will eventually
support new main lanes. TxDOT esti-
mates those lanes will be ready for bid
within the next fi�ve to 10 years.

An intersection study is underway to
determine whether a traffi�c signal is
warranted at the RRFB location. Find-
ingswill be releasedonce theanalysis is
complete.

Drivers are reminded to continue
slowing down, paying attention, and
adhering to posted school zone speed
limits while in the area.

TxDOT: New safety beacons will be
added to Loop 335 at Arden Road
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Childress’ Smith overcame heart
condition to build Hall of Fame career
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