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U.S. top military brass from around the globe gather at Marine Corps Base Quantico in Virginia for an impromptu meeting.

Trump: U.S. is ‘under
invasion from within’

Meeting with top military brass takes aim at culture wars, ‘woke’ policies

By Ben Finley,
Konstantin Toropin
and Evan Vucci
ASSOCIATED PRESS

QUANTICO, Va. — Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Tues-
day proposed using American
cities as training grounds for
the armed forces and spoke of
needing U.S. military might to
combat what he called the "in-
vasion from within.”

Addressing an audience of
military brass abruptly sum-
moned to Virginia, Trump out-
lined a muscular and at times
norm-shattering view of the
military’s role in domestic af-
fairs. He was joined by Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth, who
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Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth talks up a focus on “the
warrior ethos,” slamming the “era of politically correct.”

declared an end to “woke” cul-
ture and announced new direc-
tives for troops that include

‘gender-neutral” or “male-lev-
el” standards for physical fit-
ness.

The dual messages under-
scored the Trump administra-
tion’s efforts not only to reshape
contemporary Pentagon culture
but to enlist military resources
for the president’s priorities and
decidedly domestic purposes,
including quelling unrest and
violent crime.

“We should use some of these
dangerous cities as training
grounds for our military,”
Trump said. He noted at anoth-
er point: “We’re under invasion
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UT System to review gender courses for compliance

By Lily Kepner

STAFF WRITER

After a tumultuous month
in which Texas public univer-
sities faced heightened scruti-
ny over course content on gen-
der identity and LGBTQ stud-
ies, the University of Texas
System announced Tuesday
that it will review all gender
studies courses at its 14 institu-

tions for compliance with law
and the “priorities of the Board
of Regents.”

“The UT. System has been
reviewing courses on gender
identity taught at all U.T. insti-
tutions to ensure compliance
and alignment with applicable
law and state and federal guid-
ance, and to make sure any
courses that are taught on UT.
campuses are aligned with the

direction and priorities of the
Board of Regents,” the sys-
tem’s statement, shared first
with the American-Statesman,
said. “This review will be dis-
cussed at the November Board
of Regents’ meeting.”

The UT System, which edu-
cates 260,000 students each
year, has largely avoided atten-
tion while other state universi-
ties faced calls in September to

fire professors, expel students
and censor courses for liberal-
leaning speech after viral vid-
eos caught the attention of Gov.
Greg Abbott and other Repub-
lican political leaders.

The system's flagship cam-
pus in Austin announced an
audit of its courses, according
to a report by Texas Scorecard
on Friday, which detailed clas-

Courses continues on A4

YOGURT SHOP
MURDERS

Leaps in
science
solved
cold case

Police partnered
with genealogical
experts for DNA hit

By Dante Motley and
Julianna Duennes Russ
STAFF WRITERS

More than three decades af-
ter the horrific slayings of four
teenage girls at an Austin fro-
zen yogurt shop, police said
they finally have a definitive
culprit.

The Austin Police Depart-
ment announced last week that
DNA evidence had linked the
killings to Robert Eugene
Brashers, a convicted felon and
serial predator who died by sui-
cide in 1999. During a Monday
press conference, officials re-
peatedly credited advance-
ments in science and technolo-
gy with enabling investigators
to match decades-old evidence
to Brashers and close the noto-
rious case.

The deaths of 17-year-old El-
iza Thomas, 13-year-old Amy
Ayers, 17-year-old Jennifer Har-
bison and her 15-year-old sister
Sarah at the I Can’t Believe It’s
Yogurt shop in Austin re-
mained unsolved for 34 years.
Investigators preserved DNA,
but early profiles were too lim-
ited and degraded to yield a
match.

Advancements in ballistics
analysis and cutting-edge DNA
testing, combined with investi-
gative genetic genealogy, were
key to the breakthroughs, lead-
ing investigators across the
country in their search for the
serial killer and rapist.

The only solid physical evi-
dence left at the scene of the
crime was a .380 bullet casing
found in a floor drain.

In June, after working the
case for two years, Austin po-
lice Detective Daniel Jackson
realized he hadn’t checked the
National Integrated Ballistic
Information Network in some
time. The network is a nation-
wide system operated by the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives that
uses d1g1tal imaging to compare
shell casings from crime scenes
and link shootings to the same
weapon across jurisdictions.

Police had run the shell
through the data before, but
since then the network had
grown more advanced, Jackson
said. Over the past few decades,
the National Integrated Ballis-
tic Information Network has
expanded dramatically, with
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Government on brink of first shutdown in 7 years

By Mary Clare Jalonick,
Lisa Mascaro

and Stephen Groves
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Senate
Democrats voted down a Repub-
lican bill to keep funding the gov-
ernment, putting it on a near cer-
tain path to a shutdown after
midnight Wednesday for the first
time in almost seven years.

The 55-45 vote Tuesday on the
bill to extend federal funding for
seven weeks fell short of the 60
needed to end a filibuster and
pass the legislation. It came as
Democrats are making good on
their threat to close the govern-
ment if President Donald Trump
and Republicans won’t accede to
their health care demands. Sen-

ate Democratic Leader Chuck
Schumer, D-NY., said Republi-
cans are trying to “bully” Demo-
crats by refusing to negotiate on
an extension of health care bene-
fits and other priorities.

A government closure would
mean that hundreds of thou-
sands of federal workers could be
furloughed or laid off.

Trump threatened retribution
on Democrats for a potential
shutdown, saying Tuesday that it
could include “cutting vast num-
bers of people out, cutting things
that they like, cutting programs
that they like.”

Instead of negotiating, Demo-
crats and Republicans angrily
blamed each other Tuesday and
refused to budge from their posi-
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House
Minority
Leader
Hakeem
Jeffries,
D-N.Y.,
center,
insisted on
an extension
of expiring
health care
benefits
Tuesday.

J. Scott
Applewhite/
Associated Press

TWITTER: @Statesman
LINKEDIN: Statesman
INSTAGRAM: Statesman
FACEBOOK: @Statesman

Subscriber-only eNewspaper:
The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going
to statesman.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find
late news and sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

To subscribe
512-445-4040
© 2025




