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Gaza City
under heavy fire

As relentless strikes intensify in the Palestinian enclave, aid agencies say 
an Israeli takeover of Gaza City would be catastrophic for a population 

already facing widespread malnutrition

ISRAELI forces demolished at least 
30 residential buildings in Gaza City 

and displaced thousands, Palestinian of-
ficials said yesterday, as U.S. Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio arrived to discuss the 
conflict’s future.

Israel has said it plans to fully occupy 
the city, where about a million Palestin-
ians have been sheltering, as part of its 

declared aim of eliminating Hamas, and 
has intensified attacks on what it has 
called the resistance group’s last bastion.

Hamas’ political leadership, which has 
engaged in on-and-off negotiations on 
a possible cease-fire and hostage release 
deal, was targeted by Israel in an airstrike 
in Doha on Tuesday in an attack that 
drew widespread condemnation.

Qatar will host an emergency Arab-
Islamic summit today to discuss the next 

moves. Rubio said Washington wanted to 
talk about how to free the 48 hostages – of 
whom 20 are believed to be still alive – 
still held by Hamas in Gaza and rebuild 
the coastal strip.

“What’s happened, has happened,” 
he said. “We’re gonna meet with them 
(the Israeli leadership). We’re gonna talk 
about what the future holds,” Rubio said 
before heading to Israel, where he will 
stay until tomorrow. PAGE 10
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People run as smoke from an explosion erupts in one of the buildings of the Islamic University of Gaza after an Israeli strike, Gaza City, Palestine, Sept. 14, 2025. (AFP Photo)
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Türkiye launches initiative to develop 
indigenous nuclear reactors

TÜRKİYE yesterday launched a na-
tional call to develop indigenous nu-

clear reactors, in what Industry and Tech-
nology Minister Mehmet Fatih Kacır called 
a new step in the country’s energy strategy.

Kacır said the initiative, titled “Domes-
tic Nuclear Reactor Development Call,” 
aims to strengthen Türkiye’s energy secu-
rity, reduce dependence on foreign sources 
and support the country’s net-zero emis-
sions target.

The call comes as Türkiye is just months 
away from launching the initial reactor of 
its first nuclear power plant, Akkuyu, un-

der construction in the Mediterranean re-
gion.

The $20 billion, 4.8 gigawatt (GW) 
four-reactor Akkuyu plant will bring Tür-
kiye into the small club of nations with civil 
nuclear energy. The plant is being built by 
the Russian conglomerate Rosatom.

That is the third largest nuclear pipeline 
globally, according to Global Energy Moni-
tor (GEM). Once fully operational, it is ex-
pected to generate around 10% of Türkiye’s 
electricity.

The call is part of Türkiye’s National 
Technology Initiative. PAGE 5

Water crisis fears grip country as reservoir 
levels drop nationwide

DROUGHT and declining rainfall 
linked to climate change have driven 

reservoir, lake and river levels in Türkiye 
to critical lows, with major cities reporting 
water reserves below safe thresholds.

The recent years’ rainfall deficit and 
drought have also impacted water resourc-
es, sending many regions across Türkiye on 
drought alert. As rivers carry less water and 
lake levels fall, experts have urged citizens 
to use water sparingly, while local authori-
ties have taken precautionary measures.

Istanbul’s reservoirs, supplying water to its 
15 million inhabitants, saw their water levels 

drop to 39.98% from 45.79% on Sept. 1 last 
year. In Ankara, water volume at reservoirs 
has dropped to 291.32 million cubic meters 
from 606.95 million cubic meters on Aug. 31, 
2024, as water levels dropped from  38.28% 
to 18.38%.

In Izmir, reservoirs are steadily losing water 
due to drought and reduced rainfall. At Tahtalı 
Reservoir, which supplies much of the city’s 
drinking water, the water level dropped to just 
5.67%, while Alaçatı Kutlu Aktaş remains at 
0.64%, Ürkmez at 6.28%, Balçova at 16.14% 
and Güzelhisar at 53.2%. Gördes Reservoir, on 
the other hand, has completely dried up. PAGE 3

CHP faces day of 
reckoning on graft 

allegations
THE MAIN opposition Republi-
can People’s Party (CHP) weath-

ered infighting in the past, but this time, 
the outlook is quite dire. If the Ankara 
court decides that the party’s 2023 elec-
tion, which brought current Chairper-
son Özgür Özel to power, was indeed a 
venue of corruption and vote-buying, 
the divide in the party will likely widen.

For political pundits, it is a secret 
battle between Özel and his predecessor, 
Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu, who lost to Özel in 
the November 2023 vote. Kılıçdaroğlu 
has signalled that he was ready to helm 
the party as a trustee if the court de-
cides the vote two years ago is null and 
void. The Özel administration believes 
the trial is a plot by the government 
to damage the party, while supporters 
of Kılıçdaroğlu say Özel should acquit 
himself before the court amid reports 
that he may defy any court order as he 
did after a court suspended the party’s 
Istanbul branch administration over 
similar allegations of vote-buying. 
Though Kılıçdaroğlu maintains his si-
lence, the appointment of Gürsel Tekin, 
a former vice chair during his tenure as 
director of CHP, as the Istanbul branch’s 
trustee, fuels rumors that this is indeed 
an intraparty battle. PAGE 6

Trump wants NATO to cut Russian oil, 
weigh 100% tariffs on China

U.S. President Donald Trump said 
Saturday he believes the Ukraine war 

could be brought to an end if all NATO 
members halted oil purchases from Rus-
sia and imposed tariffs of 50% to 100% on 
China over its imports of Russian crude.

NATO’s commitment to winning the 
war “has been far less than 100%” and the 
purchase of Russian oil by some members 
of the alliance is “shocking,” Trump posted 
on his social media site.

As if speaking with NATO members, he 
said: “It greatly weakens your negotiating 
position, and bargaining power, over Russia.”

China, India and Türkiye have been the 
largest buyers of Russian oil since 2023, 
according to the Center for Research on 
Energy and Clean Air. Other members of 
the 32-state alliance involved in purchas-
ing Russian oil include Hungary and Slo-
vakia.

It’s unclear whether Trump would want 
to directly confront Turkish President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdoğan or Hungarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban. That leaves un-
certain whether the threats might actually 
lead to new tariffs or a ban on Russian oil 
purchases. PAGE 5

Fed poised for first 2025 rate cut as 
political tensions loom large

THE U.S. Federal Reserve (Fed) is 
widely expected to deliver its first rate 

cut of the year at this week’s policy meeting, 
amid signs of a weakening labor market, but 
political tension looms over the gathering.

The Fed’s likely move would follow 
monthslong push from President Don-
ald Trump to slash rates, and comes amid 
growing concern about political pressure 
on the independent central bank, with a 
historic challenge to its leadership pending 
in the courts.

Since the bank’s last reduction in De-
cember, it has held interest rates at a range 

between 4.25% and 4.50%, as policymakers 
monitor the effects of Trump’s sweeping 
tariffs on inflation.

Analysts now broadly expect a 25 ba-
sis points rate cut at the end of its two-day 
meeting on Wednesday, as hiring slows.

“What’s interesting is that it’s very clear 
what the Fed is going to do when they 
meet,” said Josh Lipsky, chair of interna-
tional economics at the Atlantic Council.

“Yet, despite that, there’s high drama 
around this meeting,” he added, referring to 
personnel issues on the rate-setting Federal 
Open Market Committee (FOMC). PAGE 5

THE ORIGINAL chant went like this: 
“Free D.C., free Palestine! Trump is the 

Hitler of our time!” Well, if you ask me, D.C. 
in the United States is a free city. The de-
ployment of a couple of hundred National 
Guard personnel there does not make it un-
free. It is one of President Donald Trump’s 
fake crises; he wants to derail the real issues 
the U.S. is currently facing. What he is doing 
and the way he is doing it would make him 
Benito Mussolini at most, not Adolf Hitler.

Thank Goodness, the young Americans 
woke (no pun intended!) up on time and re-
alized that he has betrayed his promises that 
America was going to be “the first” in his 
agenda – which did not happen – and that 
he was going to end all the wars NeoCons, 
Globalists, and Interventionists started in 
the Middle East – which he didn’t.

He must have seen the light through the 
nick that those who started these wars put 
in his ear on July 13, 2024! He must have un-
derstood what they meant by this warning 
shot. Therefore, he was not going to have 
any Obama Moment inspiring hope and 
change, but he kept telling people he would 
Make (only) America Great Again, forget-
ting the other country, which was in a hurry 
to become “Greater.”

Trump used to disparage these two men: 
The Little Marco (Marco Rubio), the former 
senator from Florida he would make fun of, 
but he eventually became the head of four 
government – outdoing Henry Kissinger, 
famous secretary of state in the 70s, and 
even China’s leader Xi Jinping – (named the 
“Secretary of Everything” by The New York 
Times), and Pete Hegseth, who has “the ab-
solute and complete authority” (not only on 
the drugs he used to buy as a TV commen-
tator but) on the wars the U.S. Department 
of War, wants to continue ... These two men 
asked Trump one afternoon to rush back to 
the White House immediately from his end-
less golf shenanigans, and “briefed” him on 
the urgent need to give the green light to Is-
rael’s sweeping strike on Iranian nuclear and 
military targets, now.

Nobody yet knows how these two men 
convinced Trump to change his attitude on 
Israel’s Iran War. Only the previous day, he 
restated his total objection to any Israeli at-
tacks on Iran and Gaza. But, after the eve-
ning briefing at the White House in Wash-
ington, D.C., “We had a clear U.S. green 
light,” Israeli officials were quoted as saying 
in Tel Aviv. PAGE 8

Türkiye stands 
cautious after Israel’s 
attack on ally Qatar

FOREIGN Minister Hakan Fidan 
joined his counterparts from the 

Arab and Muslim world yesterday for an 
emergency meeting in the wake of Israel’s 
unprecedented strike targeting Hamas 
members.

The strike on a meeting of Hamas of-
ficials in Qatar has cast a cloud of growing 
concern across Türkiye that it could be the 
next target.

Turkish Defense Ministry spokesperson 
Rear Adm. Zeki Aktürk warned in Ankara 
on Thursday that Israel would “further ex-
pand its reckless attacks, as it did in Qatar 
and drag the entire region, including its 
own country, into disaster.”

Israel and Türkiye were once strong 
regional partners, but ties between the 
countries ran into difficulties from the late 
2000s and have reached an all-time low 
over the war in Gaza. Tensions have also 
risen as the two countries have competed 
for influence in neighboring Syria since 
the fall of Bashar Assad’s Baathist regime 
last year.

President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan has 
been a long-standing supporter of the Pal-
estinian cause and resistance movement 
Hamas. Erdoğan has criticized Israel, and 
particularly Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, with strident rhetoric since the 
start of the Gaza war, accusing Israel of 
genocide and likening Netanyahu to Nazi 
leader Adolf Hitler.

Hamas officials regularly visit Türkiye 
and some have taken up residence there. 
Erdoğan is also close to Qatar’s leaders 
and Türkiye maintains strong military and 
commercial ties to the emirate. Erdoğan is 
due to travel to Qatar on Monday for an 
Arab and Muslim leaders’ summit, preced-
ed by a meeting of top diplomats.

After Israel’s attacks on the territory of 
Iran, Syria, Yemen and now Qatar, Ankara 
is bound to be concerned by Israel’s abil-
ity to use the airspace of neighboring states 
freely.

“Israel’s ability to conduct strikes with 
seeming impunity, often bypassing region-
al air defenses and international norms, 
sets a precedent that deeply worries An-
kara,” said Serhat Süha Çubukçuoğlu, di-
rector of Trends Research and Advisory’s 
Turkey program.

Türkiye sees these attacks as a “broader 
Israeli strategy to establish a fragmented 
buffer zone of weak or pacified states 
around it,” he added. PAGE 7
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