BUY 1, GET 1

FREE

ME-2 Rechargeable Hearing Aid!

Special offer applies to purchase of same Miracle-Ear® make and model hearing
aid. Buy one, get one free discount applies only when first aid is purchased at
regular list price. Offer valid on ME-2 Genius Select 5W. May not be combined
with other offers and does not apply to prior sales. ME-2 Genius Select 5W comes
with a 1-year limited warranty. Valid at participating Miracle-Ear® locations only.
See store for details. Limit one coupon per purchase. Offer expires 9/15/2026 .

CODE:
RG695688

THE TENNESSEAN

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

EXPERIENCE BETTER

HEARING

Don’t miss out on our Better Hearing Event!
September 1t - September 15t

Call To Schedule Your
FREE® Comprehensive
Hearing Evaluation

1Ry, Miracle-Ear’

AL " (615) 622-6934

FREE

525

GIFT CARD

This gift card is an eGift Card. Hearing test must be performed. Once you
complete your hearing test, you will receive your eGift Card via email from our
third party supplier. Limit one eGift Card per customer. Must be 55 or older.
Must not have been tested or made a purchase in the last 6 months. Value not
redeemable for cash. Cannot be combined with other promotions. Valid at
participating Miracle-Ear® locations only. Please note gift cards are not supplied
at your hearing test. While supplies last. Some conditions apply, see store for
details. Expires 9/15/2026 .

*Hearing test is always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper
amplification needs only, not a medical exam.
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‘T've never seen her
ive up on anyone’

Children begin to flip through the pages of different books at Holly Street Daycare in Nashville on July 21.
PHOTOS BY NICOLE HESTER/THE TENNESSEAN

Woman steered landmark day care through disasters

Heartbeat

Brad Schmitt

Nashville Tennessean

USA TODAY NETWORK — TENN.

The 2-year-old with pigtails thrust a
handful of animal-shaped crackers to-
ward Ms. Karen and smiled big.

“Are they turtles?” she asked. “Is that
what they are?”

The toddler nodded.

“Or are they fishees?”

The toddler nodded again, and Ms. Ka-
ren smiled big.

In the nursery, Karen Stump, at 69, got
on her hands and knees to bop the nose of
a 3-month-old.

“Hi Jack. Hi Jaaack,” she said, her Chi-
cago roots showing in the flat A sound in
“Jack.” “Whacha doin’? What you doin’?”

Stump, director of Holly Street Daycare
in East Nashville, has been through dec-
ades of heartbreak. For eight seconds,
though, a cooing baby on a blanket was the
center of her world.

BONE DRY

Karen Stump holds Theo Henderson, 6
months, at Holly Street Daycare in
Nashville on July 21.

“When work is stressful, I go into the
classroom, and they come up and love on
you and hug you,” she said. “It’s the best.”

The pint-sized huggers have carried her

See SCHMITT, Page 7A

OOFING

Holly Street
Rocks!

What: Annual
fundraiser with live
auction, snacks and
drinks for nonprofit
Holly Street
Daycare in East
Nashville

When: 6 to 10 p.m.
Sept. 19

Where: Center 615,
615 Main St.,
Nashville

Tickets: The $75
tickets are available
online at
hollystreetrocks.org

Term limits,
court ruling
to shape
2027 races

Metro Nashville Council
could be revamped

Austin Hornbostel
Nashville Tennessean
USA TODAY NETWORK — TENNESSEE

Life on the 40-member Metro
Nashville Council may look very differ-
ent by this time next year.

For starters, its membership could
be cut in half, courtesy of a looming
Tennessee Supreme Court decision
that would mark the end of a nearly
four-year legal battle between Nash-
ville and the state. And even if the
council’s size doesn't change, half of
its current membership is term-limit-
ed, meaning lots of seats will feature
new faces during the 2027-2031 ses-
sion.

There’s still along way to go until we
know for sure. The election is set for
Aug. 5, 2027, and seats where no can-
didate secures more than 50% of the

See RACES, Page 8A

WAR WITH IRAN

Iran vows to
respond to
U.S. strikes

Nayera Abdallah
and Eman Abouhassira
REUTERS

DUBALI - Iran threatened on Sept. 7
to retaliate against any new U.S. at-
tacks on its assets, warning that the
energy production chain in the region
was “sprawling, accessible and ex-
posed” and that U.S. oil and gas com-
panies there shared that exposure.

“Strike our assets and you get
struck,” Iranian Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf said after
recent U.S. and Iranian strikes on ship-
ping pushed oil prices up to six-week
highs at one point on Sept. 7.

On Sept. 6, senior Iranian security
official Mohsen Rezaei said Iran would
announce plans for a new restricted
zone in the Gulfin the coming days and

See RESPONSE, Page 8A
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