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Vanderbilt
cancels
diversity
program

Event welcomed prospective
students during campus visit

Rachel Wegner
Nashville Tennessean
USA TODAY NETWORK — TENNESSEE

A Vanderbilt University program for prospective
students from diverse backgrounds was unexpect-
edly canceled.

Medley of Students and Ideas Connecting, or MO-
SAIC, was an annual event that offered overnight
campus stays for prospective students who had al-
ready gained admission to the private Nashville
school. The student-led group hosted students each
spring in conjunction with Anchor Day, an annual
campus visit open to all admitted students. The uni-
versity’s decision comes as President Donald Trump
and his administration continue to pressure schools
nationwide to scrap diversity, equity and inclusion,
or DEI, efforts.

MOSAIC welcomed more than 150 students to
campus each year, according to Vanderbilt senior
Ishaan Gadiyar. He served as the co-chair and presi-
dent of MOSAIC and said the cancellation, first re-
ported by student newspaper The Vanderbilt Hus-
tler, came as a shock to him.

Gadiyar said he and his co-leaders found out
about the change during a meeting in mid-Novem-
ber.

See DIVERSITY, Page 13A

Students walk past the Faye and Joe Wyatt Center
at Vanderbilt University. The university has ended a
diversity program. STEPHANIE AMADOR/THE TENNESSEAN
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Jean Campbell has her photo taken in front of one of the Christmas trees as other visitors enjoy the
decorations at the Tennessee Governor’s Residence in Nashville on Dec. 12. The theme is “Light of the

World.” PHOTOS BY NICOLE HESTER/THE TENNESSEAN

Governor’s mansion
decked for holiday

Reservations being accepted for self-guided tours

Vivian Jones
Nashville Tennessean | USA TODAY NETWORK - TENNESSEE

Tennessee’s Governor’s Residence is radiant
with the glow of Christmas.

Volunteers organized by first lady Maria
Lee’s office planned and executed the annual
elaborate Christmas spectacle. This year, the
theme is “Light of the World,” welcoming visi-
tors to “behold the magnificence and splendor
of Christ.”

Every detail is designed to “point to the maj-
esty of Jesus,” organizers said. A towering
Christmas tree, framed by two golden pillars,
casts a warm, twinkling glow across the foyer.
Nearby, the grand staircase is draped in golden
orbs, shimmering stars and rich crimson bows.

A host of taper candles twinkle down the
hallway toward the governor’s office, leading to
an alcove filled with a display of folksy string in-
struments called mountain dulcimers. Down-
stairs in Conservation Hall, Christmas trees
have been decorated to represent nonprofit or-
ganizations based in East, Middle and West
Tennessee.

The Tennessee Residence is open to the pub-
lic for self-guided tours through Dec. 14. Tickets
are free but must be reserved online for security
purposes through the governor’s office website.

The first lady’s office requests visitors who
are able to bring donations of canned goods, ba-
by items, and personal hygiene supplies to
share with nonprofit partners.

A nativity scene sits near a Christmas tree at the
governor’s mansion.

Geraldine Middleton walks in with Tena Starling to see
the decorations. The residence is open to the public
through Dec.14.

USDA approves Tennessee’s waiver
to ban SNAP candy, soda purchases

Vivian Jones
Nashville Tennessean
USA TODAY NETWORK — TENNESSEE

Tennessee recipients of federal food aid may soon
see new restrictions on what candy and soda they

can purchase with the federal benefit.

The Department of Agriculture approved Dec. 10
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Tennessee’s application seeking to create new restric-
tions on what products will be covered by the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program, including ban-
ning junk food items like soda and candy.

Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins said the “Make
America Healthy Again” initiative is designed to

See SNAP, Page 13A
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