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DC cracks down on homeless camps

Move follows federal takeover of police force

Christopher Cann
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON - Under the blazing
sun, people living in homeless encamp-
ments in Washington packed up their

belongings before authorities moved in
with garbage trucks on Aug. 14 as Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s crackdown on the
nation’s capital ramped up.

At a camp a few miles from the Lin-
coln Memorial and the Kennedy Center,

about eight people broke down their
tents with the help of city workers and
homeless advocacy groups.

“(The president) is targeting us and
persecuting us,” said David Beatty, a
man living in the encampment that
Trump posted a photo of on social
media Aug. 10. “He wants to take our
freedom away.”

The moves came days after Trump
assumed federal control of the city’s po-
lice department and mobilized the Na-
tional Guard, declaring a “crime emer-
gency” and vowing to clear homeless
people off the streets.

Cities across the United States,
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Anne Shimojima greets attendees after telling her story at Fi

atwater Tales Storytelling Festival event at the American

Museum of Science and Energy, in Oak Ridge on June 6. PHOTOS BY CAITIE MCMEKIN/NEWS SENTINEL

Shimojima enchants audience
with folk tales, literary stories

Carolyn Krause
Special to The Oak Ridger

Anne Shimojima is a storyteller’s sto-
ryteller.

Speaking flawlessly in simple words
and short sentences she’s memorized,
she enchanted her Oak Ridge audiences
this summer by relating folk tales and
literary stories. She transported us to a
realm where people unhappily embrac-
ing power, wealth and material goods
are transformed; they learn to appreci-
ate the simple joys experienced by even
the poorest of people — love, dancing,
music and, yes, stories.
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Attendees chat before Anne Shimojima tells the story of her Japanese

American family at a Flatwater Tales Storytelling Festival event at the American

Museum of Science and Energy.
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Japanese
students,
Scouts, adults
will spend week
in Oak Ridge

The Oak Ridger
The Oak Ridger

Oak Ridge will welcome two groups
of students from the city’s Japanese
sister city of Naka shi this week
through the Sister City Support Or-
ganization, which is celebrating the
35th anniversary of the relationship
between the two cities.

Students and chaperones from Oak
Ridge’s Jefferson and Robertsville
middle schools will host one group of
nine middle school students and two
chaperones from Tuesday afternoon,
Aug.19, to Tuesday morning, Aug. 26.

Oak Ridge Girl Scouts are welcom-
ing a group of eight high school age
girls and three leaders from Monday,
Aug. 18, to Saturday, Aug. 23.

The group that will stay with Oak
Ridge students’ families are expected
to land at McGhee Tyson Airport be-
fore 5 p.m. Tuesday and be brought to
Robertsville’s cafeteria for an ice
cream social, where they’ll meet their
Oak Ridge hosts and go to their week-
long homes.

Other plans for the students and
chaperones, according to information
supplied by the Sister City Support Or-
ganization, include going to the two
schools, Oak Ridge National Laborato-
ry, the Spallation Neutron Source, the
Oak Ridge Bowling Center, Oak Ridge
High School, the American Museum of
Science and Energy, Briarcliff commu-
nity pool, the Museum of Appalachia
in Clinton, the Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church and the Sunsphere in
Knoxville.

This is the third time Naka Girl
Scouts from Troop 37 have sent girls to
Oak Ridge. The last time was in 2014
and some of the girls who came then
are returning as leaders. The Girl
Scouts are staying in host homes with
Oak Ridge Girl Scout leaders and Sister
City Support Organization supporters.
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CBC1266770 (FL) | 68623 (TN) | HBLN #24235 (AL)

> CRAWL SPACE REPAIR

AAFS

A Groundworks Company

* Ten percent off any job over $2500 up to a max of $500. Coupon must be presented at time of inspection. ’
Offer may not be combined with any other offer. Limit one per customer. Ask inspector for further details. B-E-B

Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking

news, area scores, things to do and subscriber

exclusives at oakridger.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper,

Volume 76 | No. 149
To subscribe 888-561-3226

‘ ©2025

plus updated news and sports Extra sections.

$1.00

‘ 6““40756 |00005‘ |H5



