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Austin Peay prepares
for opener against MTSU
SPORTS, 1B

Whiskey, wine and other libations
are increasingly fl�owing across Ten-
nessee, making it the only state in the
U.S. with a notable increase in alcohol
use, according to a recent study.
More than48%of Tennessee adults

acknowledged drinking alcohol in
2023 — nearly a 7% increase from
2013, according to an August report by
the food and beverage software com-
pany Trace One.
About 52% of Americans said they

had consumed alcohol in the past
month, down more than 4% from the
national peak in 2014, according to
Trace One's report, which analyzed
the most recent data from the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health Ser-
vices Administration.
Anestimated54%ofAmericans say

they drink alcohol — nearly a 90-year
low — as more adults view even mod-
erate drinking as a health risk, accord-
ing to the results of a Gallup poll re-
leased earlier in August. At the same
time, the poll results show that adults'
beliefs that even moderate drinking is
bad for their health has continued to
rise, reaching a new high of 53%.
Eventhosewhostill drinkaredrink-

ing less and with less frequency, Gal-
lup data shows.
Google Trends data shows that

searches for non-alcoholic beer, zero-
proofdrinksandmocktail recipeshave
surged in the past few years, indicat-
ing a growing consumer shift, accord-
ing to Trace One.

The mocktail movement

Tennessee is known for its whiskey
and craft moonshine drinks, but
there's also a growing number of party
options that don't include alcohol.
Bars and restaurants are off�ering

more non-alcoholic beers, wines and
mocktails and Killjoy, a trendy shop in
East Nashville, sells booze-free adult

Tennessee is
only state to
drink more
as others
cut back
Beth Warren
Nashville Tennessean
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WASHINGTON – The White House
said it fi�red SusanMonarez, the director
of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, amid a policy disagreement
withHealth andHumanServices Secre-
tary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., yet she is re-
fusing to step down from her post.
Offi�cial notifi�cation of her termina-

tion from theWhite House came late on
Aug. 27 after her attorneys denied she
had been ousted, even after HHS an-
nounced earlier in the day thatMonarez
was no longer the CDC director.
But attorneys for Monarez said as a

presidentially appointed and Senate-

confi�rmed offi�cial, only President Don-
aldTrumpcanfi�re their client. They said
notice from aWhite House staff�er in the
personnel offi�ce did not satisfy that re-
quirement.
“For this reason, we reject the notifi�-

cation Dr. Monarez has received as le-
gally defi�cient and she remains as CDC
Director. We have notifi�ed the White
House Counsel of our position,” Mona-
rez’s attorneys, Mark Zaid and Abbe
Lowell, said in a statement.
Monarez’s attempted ouster, less

than one month after the Senate con-
fi�rmed her to the role, was followed by
resignations from three other top CDC
offi�cials in protest of Kennedy’s leader-
ship, including his directions on vac-
cines.
Zaid and Lowell, in an earlier state-

CDC chief calls notice of
fi�ring ‘legally defi�cient’

Susan Monarez’s attempted ouster, less than one month after the Senate
confi�rmed her to lead the CDC, was followed by resignations from three other
top agency officials.
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Offi�cial’s lawyers say only
Trump can terminate her

Joey Garrison and Ben Adler
USA TODAY
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Vietnam veteran Kenneth David was
inducted into the Medal of Honor Ro-
tunda at Fort Campbell with nearly 100
supporters in attendance, including city
and state leaders, Fort Campbell sol-
diers, community and family members.
The walls of McAuliff�ee Hall’s Medal

of Honor Rotunda were fi�lled with 21
photos and honor citations of former
soldiers, who also received the nation’s
highest award for valor.
Pvt. 1st Class David joined those de-

picted on the wall as Number 22 after
being formally inducted, while sur-
rounded on Aug. 26 by the Fort Camp-
bell community.

“It’s not every day that we get to rec-
ognize someone whose valor and self-
less service were deserving of our mil-
itary’s highest honor,” Maj. Gen. David
Gardner said.
David was recognized for his actions

in Vietnam onMay 7, 1970, when he and
his company came under an intense at-
tack, leading to the platoon leader and
numerous others being wounded.
David, a radio-telephone operator,

handed his radio to his platoon leader
and repeatedly drew attention to him-
self. Though he was wounded, David
continued to fi�ght, moving to hand gre-
nades after running out of ammunition,
refusing to retreat.
“Ken, please let me say that your rec-

ognition, and the recognition of all the
men in your platoon, took far too long,

but we are proud to recognize you here
today among our best Screaming Ea-
gles,” Gardner said.

Medal of Honor recipient Kenneth David, Maj. Gen. David Gardner and CSM Charles D. Walker, 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault) at the unveiling ceremony at Fort Campbell’s McAuliffe Hall on Aug. 26.
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‘Among our best’
Vietnam veteran inducted into Ft.
Campbell Medal of Honor Rotunda
Kenya Anderson
Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle
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Medal of Honor recipient Kenneth
David, right, Maj. Gen. David Gardner
and CSM Charles D. Walker, 101st
Airborne Division (Air Assault), inside
Fort Campbell’s Medal of Honor
Rotunda.


