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LINEUP ANNOUNCED

Jeff Tweedy, Thundercat,
Norah Jones and lots, lots more

Ryan Wilusz and Hayden Dunbar Evans Knoxville News Sentinel | USA TODAY NETWORK — TENNESSEE

ig Ears Festival will return April 1-4 to downtown Knoxville with one of its
most ambitious lineups ever, continuing to push boundaries without los-
ing sight of founder Ashley Capps’ original vision: creating space in a noisy
world to stop and listen together. @ The 2027 lineup, announced Sept. 14,
pairs some of the world’s most acclaimed singer-songwriters, from Jeff Tweedy to
Natalie Merchant, with other pioneers including Kronos Quartet, Oneohtrix Point
Never, Robert Glasper and Thundercat. e They’ll share stages in downtown churches,
clubs, theaters and repurposed industrial buildings with other notable acts, includ-
ing comedian Hannibal Buress, My Morning Jacket frontman Jim James and Aus-
tralian indie rocker Courtney Barnett. Other highlights include Bob James, Mavis
Staples, Melvins, Rosanne Cash, Sylvan Esso, Wednesday and Weyes Blood.

See BIG EARS, Page 8A
TOP: Nick Sanborn performs with GRRL x Made of Oak during Big Ears Festival at The

Standard on March 27. Sanborn’s return with Sylvan Esso is one of many reasons fans are
celebrating the 2027 lineup. ANGELINA ALCANTAR/NEWS SENTINEL

Gas plant
plan gets
boost from
EPA change

Rollback sets up conflict
with judge’s earlier ruling

Mariah Franklin
Knoxville News Sentinel
USA TODAY NETWORK - TENNESSEE

The Trump administration and a
federal judge have sent the Tennessee
Valley Authority mixed signals in re-
cent weeks about the utility’s plans to
generate power from fossil fuels.

The Environmental Protection
Agency on Sept. 14 rolled back caps on
greenhouse gas emissions from fossil-
fired power plants like those TVA oper-
ates at the Kingston plant in Roane
County, the Cumberland plant in
Stewart County and other sites across
its seven-state service region.

The rollback came

Inside two weeks after a fed-

eral judge ruled TVA -
TVA . which recently put
partnering natural gas at the fore-
withU.K.to  mront of its future ener-

advancethe  ov Hlang - broke the
next frontier 153w in approving a
of nuclear planned 1,500-mega-
power. 3A watt natural gas plant

at the Kingston facility.

The EPA announcement reflects a
broader effort by the Trump admini-
stration to scale back climate regula-
tions that officials argue have limited
energy production. EPA Administrator
Lee Zeldin, according to reporting by
Reuters, said reducing those regula-
tions will help meet growing electricity
demand and speed development of
new energy projects.

“Americans have been demanding
more common sense at federal agen-
cies under President Trump’s leader-
ship,” Zeldin said at a news confer-
ence. “That means cutting red tape so
we can build new power-generating
infrastructure.”

Federal judge finds ‘fundamental’
errors in TVA natural gas plan

The EPA news followed a sealed or-
der signed Aug. 31 by Senior U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Curtis L. Collier that found
“fundamental” errors in TVA’s decision

See TVA, Page 7A

WHAT’S THAT?

Site near Concord Park is readied for development

Sophia Tiedge
Knoxville News Sentinel
USA TODAY NETWORK — TENNESSEE

Curiosity often starts with two
words, one question: “What’s that?”If
you see new construction or anything
curious around town, send an email to
knowyourknox@knoxnews.com. We'll
work to get an answer for you and all
our Knox News readers.

Eight acres have been cleared near

Concord Park on the edge of Farragut
and could become a massive mixed-use
development.

Theland is for sale at just over $4 mil-
lion, an online listing shows.

Conceptual site plans from Oliver
Realty show a mixed-use development
with ground-level retail, up to 132 resi-
dential units and 192 parking spots,
which is permitted under the land’s

See WHAT'’S THAT?, Page 7A

Wooded land has
been cleared on
Concord Road
near Northshore
Drive in Farragut.
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