
EXPERIENCE BETTER
HEARING

(865) 564-9299

Call To Schedule Your

FREE* Comprehensive
Hearing Evaluation

$125
Value!

X3639474
CODE:CALL

TODAY
*Hearing test is always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper
amplification needs only, not a medical exam.

FREE
$20
GIFT CARD

Don’t miss out on our Better Hearing Event!
March 1st – March 13th

This gift card is an eGift Card. Hearing test must be performed. Once you
complete your hearing test, you will receive your eGift Card via email from our
thirdparty supplier. Limit one eGift Card per customer. Must be 55 or older.
Must not have been tested or made a purchase in the last 6 months. Value
not redeemable for cash. Cannot be combined with other promotions. Valid
at participating Miracle-Ear® locations only. Please note gift cards are not

supplied at your hearing test. While supplies last. Some conditions apply, see
store for details. Expires .

Special offer applies to purchase of same Miracle-Ear® make and model
hearing aid. Buy one, get one free discount applies only when first aid is

purchased at regular list price. Offer valid on Level 2 rechargeable promotional
product of the month only. May not be combined with other offers and does
not apply to prior sales. Valid at participating Miracle-Ear® locations only. See
store for details. Limit one coupon per purchase. Offer expires .03/13/202603/13/2026

ME-2 Rechargeable Hearing Aid!

BUY 1, GET 1

FREE
THE DEAL EVERYONE WAITS FOR!
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Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper.
Enjoy every page by going to knoxnews.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device.
You will also find late news and sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

America’s Most Trusted
Gutter Protection!Gutter Protection!

Clog-free,
maintenance

free
gutters!

Call now for your
FREE estimate 201.500.6644Spring Savings:

Exclusive Deals on Leafguard Gutters

25+
Years

500,000+

Customers!

*Does not include cost of material. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard
or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all
current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does not qualify for discount.
This offer cannot be combined with any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right
to end any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 3/31/26. **Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute
in-home product consultation and choose to make a purchase will receive a $100 VISA card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit
one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved
with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a
contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous
participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Card may not be extended, transferred,
or substituted except that Company may substitute a card of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Card will be mailed to the participant via first class United
States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form provided at presentation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of
any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by VISA and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Except in the states of MD, NY and DC, where the
gift card offer is limited to $25. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 3/31/26. License #s: L201900981, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170,
Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322, 25461, 168338, 9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501, 25951, 16203,
36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513, 2023-836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, 101588, 32777, BL020003-04-
2020, 238170, Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322, 230005052, 6258, & 23SFL-GC-0404, 4523, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170,
Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322,WV055024, 005071, & 3466, 6258, & 23SFL-GC-0404, 0663233, 191456, GC-48219, GEN22-36941,
5257, 19486, 1606, 1163, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 2705176457, RCE-47143, 101588, 3753, 2959, 19612, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 397440224, PBR-
00011734, PBR-00011733, NBF-00000807, 6258, 23SFL-GC-0404, DC-052200604, 2622450, HICN 0204113, PBR-00011734, PBR-00011733, NBF-00000807, 25461,
168338, 9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501, 25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513, 2023-836,202204245, NBA23-
000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, PBR-00011734, PBR-00011733, NBF-00000807, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 3753, 2959, 19612, DC-
052200604, 2622450, HICN â€“ 0204113, 223377, BUS-1241-2021, LBPR223377, CCB 234836, LEAFGHI821RC, 500180361, 604339569, R7484, 101588, 2705176457,
RCE-47143, L201900981, 25461, 168338, 9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501, 25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513,
2023-836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, 223377, BUS-1241-2021, LBPR223377, CCB 234836, LEAFGHI821RC,
500180361, 604339569, 7484, RCE47143, 275054, IR796203, 19486, 1606, 1163, 126357, 13VH09010100, LC8336, 2015605717, 11650889-5501.

SCAN ME FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE

20%OFF
TOTALPurchase*

$100
VISACARD
withyourFREE in-homeestimate!**OFFERENDS 3/31/26

Along with building out research
space in planned innovation districts,
Chancellor Donde Plowman is setting
her sights on onemetric as “the key” to

improving the Univer-
sity of Tennessee at
Knoxville’s student ex-
perience and national
rankings positions
through 2030.
She’s focusing on the

six-year graduation
rate, a figure encapsu-

lating the number of studentswho fin-
ish their degrees even if it takes a little
longer.
Since she started as UT chancellor

in 2019, the rate has remained stag-
nant in themid-70% rangewith amar-
ginal increase as of 2025.
By contrast, she’s led UT in raising

the retention rate to a historic 92.4%

Plowman
focusing
on six-year
grad rate
Chancellor says metric
is key to UT’s success

Keenan Thomas
Knoxville News Sentinel

USA TODAY NETWORK – TENNESSEE

See UT, Page 7A

Plowman

I
t’s beennearly a year sinceAppalachianBear Rescue housed any

bears. But that might change soon. h The Townsend bear reha-
bilitation center could receive orphaned bear cubs from the Ten-

nesseeWildlife ResourcesAgency as soonas lateMarch, accord-

ing to ABR’s Executive Director Greg Grieco. First, however, the non-

profitmustmeet the state’s demanding expectations.h “We’re going to
hopefully receive spring cubs in somecapacity,”Grieco said.hTWRA is
requiring ABR to designate more land for every rescued bear and to

undergo an in-depth soil sample test to ensure that the facility is fit to

house bears, among other stipulations.

The nonprofit is undergoing con-
struction and operation changes to ac-
commodate the state’s mandates, as
defined in the July 2025 contract be-
tween ABR and the state government
agency. The nonprofit has built a new
bear enclosure, renovated its existing
habitats and upgraded the water infra-
structure so far, according to Grieco.
“We’ve been working our tails off to

meet and exceed every recommenda-
tion we’ve been given,” Grieco said.
“We’re trying to address long-term
maintenance concerns.”
Appalachian Bear Rescue has not

Executive director Greg Grieco shows off the entrance to the new $325,000 bear enclosure at the Appalachian Bear
Rescue in Townsend. CAITIE MCMEKIN/NEWS SENTINEL

Bear rescuers aiming
to help cubs again

Rehab center must first meet state’s stricter mandates
Allison Kiehl Knoxville News Sentinel | USA TODAY NETWORK – TENNESSEE

See BEARS, Page 7A

“We’ve been working our tails off to meet and exceed every recommendation we’ve been given.”

Appalachian Bear Rescue Executive Director Greg Grieco

APPALACHIAN BEAR RESCUE

This is thesecondandfinal reminder
aboutyoursecondandfinalchance:The
extended Top Workplaces deadline is
almost here.
Don’t miss the opportunity to nomi-

nate East Tennessee employers for the
outstandingwork theydo.
You have until March 13 to complete

thenominationprocess,andit’saneasy
one. Just visit knoxnews.com/twnomi
nate and follow the onscreen instruc-
tions or call 865-407-5068.
ThiswillbeKnoxNews’10th iteration

See WORKPLACES, Page 7A

TOPWORKPLACES

Nominations
are days away
from closing
Ryan Wilusz
Knoxville News Sentinel

USA TODAY NETWORK – TENNESSEE


