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APPALACHIAN BEAR RESCUE Plowman
— - ~ focusing

on Six-year

grad rate

Chancellor says metric
is key to UT’s success

Keenan Thomas
Knoxville News Sentinel
USA TODAY NETWORK - TENNESSEE

Along with building out research
space in planned innovation districts,
Chancellor Donde Plowman is setting
her sights on one metric as “the key” to
improving the Univer-
sity of Tennessee at
Knoxville’s student ex-
perience and national
rankings positions
through 2030.

S She’s focusing on the
Plowman six-year graduation
rate, a figure encapsu-
lating the number of students who fin-
ish their degrees even if it takes a little

' longer.
Executive director Greg Grieco shows off the entrance to the new $325,000 bear enclosure at the Appalachian Bear Sgince she started as UT chancellor
Rescue in Townsend. CAITIE MCMEKIN/NEWS SENTINEL in 2019, the rate has remained stag-

nant in the mid-70% range with a mar-
ginal increase as of 2025.

Bear rescuers aiming -
to help cubs again

hab t t first t state’s strict dat oronEatE

Rehab center must first meet state’s stricter mandates . .
Nominations

Allison Kiehl knoxville News Sentinel | USA TODAY NETWORK — TENNESSEE stn’ll‘ilteiogcgr:l%rgigz r;i;lélgﬁ;%g:sgtg(:é: are days away

t’s been nearly a year since Appalachian Bear Rescue housed any commodate the state’s mandates, as .
defined in the July 2025 contract be- frOm ClOSlng

bears. But that might change soon. e The Townsend bear reha- = . "\pp and the state government

bilitation center could receive orphaned bear cubs from the Ten- agency. The nonprofit has built a new Rya'ﬁ Wilusz .
Wwildlife R A late March d- bear enclosure, renovated its existing Knoxville News Sentinel
nessee Wildlife Resources Agency as soon as late March, accor habitats and upgraded the water infra- USA TODAY NETWORK — TENNESSEE

ing to ABR’s Executive Director Greg Grieco. First, however, the non- structure so far, according to Grieco.
“We’ve been working our tails off to
meet and exceed every recommenda-

hopefully receive spring cubs in some capacity,” Grieco said. e TWRAis tion we’ve been given,” Grieco said.

This is the second and final reminder
about your second and final chance: The
extended Top Workplaces deadline is

profit must meet the state’s demanding expectations. e “We’re going to

.. . “We’re trying to address long-term almost here.
requiring ABR to designate more land for every rescued bear and to maintenagcegconcems » & Don’t miss the opportunity to nomi-
undergo an in-depth soil sample test to ensure that the facility is fit to Appalachian Bear Rescue has not nate East Tennessee employers for the
. ] outstanding work they do.
house bears, among other stipulations. See BEARS, Page 7A You have until March 13 to complete

thenomination process, andit’s an easy
.................................................................................................................................................................................................................... one. Just visit knoxnews.com/twnomi
nate and follow the onscreen instruc-
tions or call 865-407-5068.

“We’ve been working our tails off to meet and exceed every recommendation we’ve been given.” ored > . .
This will be Knox News’10th iteration

Appalachian Bear Rescue Executive Director Greg Grieco

See WORKPLACES, Page 7A
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Leafguard is a Great Day Improvements brand

Subscriber-only eNewspaper Volume 100 | No. 107
. . . Subscribe 844-900-7097
The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. ©2026 $3.49 ”l “|
Enjoy every page by going to knoxnews.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device.
You will also find late news and sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today! 49377"10030™1



