Celebrate Black history today

Join in Knoxville’s
observance of
Black History
Month with this
event scheduled
for today.
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e Beck Cultural Center will celebrate the “Divine Nine,”
the group of nine historically African American fraterni-
ties and sororities, in a special Black History Month pro-
gram, “The Divine Black Expression,” at 6:30 p.m. at the
Bijou Theatre. “Legacy in Motion” features the Austin-
East Dance Co. and is hosted by Tanisha Fitzgerald Baker.
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Scan to see
the full list of
Black History
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for February
2026
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EUGENIA WILLIAMS HOUSE

P

The historic Eugenia Williams House on Lyons View Pike will open soon, following years of restoration work.

PHOTOS BY BRIANNA PACIORKA/NEWS SENTINEL

Architectural jewel

soon will shine again

Coke heiress’ estate includes acres of gardens, trails

Hayden Dunbar
Knoxville News Sentinel | USA TODAY NETWORK — TENNESSEE

After decades hidden behind brick walls, the Eugenia Wil-
liams House will begin to share its secrets with Knoxville when
it opens this spring.

Tucked away on Lyons View Pike, the grand home once oc-
cupied by Coca-Cola heiress Eugenia Williams sat largely un-
tended for many years, starting
when Williams moved into senior
living in the 1980s and continuing
after Williams died and left the
house to the University of Tennes-
see.

By the time the Aslan Foundation
acquired the property in 2020,
some minor improvements had
been made, but aside from the ef-
fects of time, little had changed
since Williams had it built. Now, af-
ter years of fastidious restoration
and rehabilitation, the home is slated to welcome the public
this spring - but it’s not your typical historic house museum.

The Aslan Foundation, a nonprofit family foundation, and
its board were drawn to the site originally because of its

See HOUSE, Page 10A

“So from the moment
you pass through that
gate, you feel like
you’ve been offered
and extended an
invitation to a really
special, private place.”

Brandon Pace
Sanders Pace Architecture

America’s Most Trusted
Gutter Protection!
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Brandon Pace of Sanders Pace Architecture and

Katharine Killen of the Aslan Foundation look
through renovation booklets made for the
restoration.

Lawyers ask
judge to toss
warrantless
ICE arrests

Two citizens detained at
Hardin Valley work site

Tyler Whetstone
Knoxville News Sentinel
USA TODAY NETWORK - TENNESSEE

Charges against two American citi-
zens stemming from a federal immi-
gration raid on a Hardin Valley con-
struction site should be tossed, de-
fense attorneys said in a federal court
filing.

Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment agents swarmed the private con-
struction site Jan. 13 without a war-
rant, which would make the arrests
they made unconstitutional, the attor-
neys for Alexander Bonilla-Servin and
Tyler Wells argue in their Feb. 20 filing.
In fact, ICE provided no warrant then
or after the men were arrested, the at-
torneys said.

It follows, the attorneys say, the
charges should be tossed, or at least
the evidence suppressed, because the
entire case is predicated on an uncon-
stitutional search in violation of the
Fourth Amendment’s ban on warrant-
less searches.

The two workers face multiple
felony charges. Federal prosecutors

See ICE, Page 7A

Family of teen
killed in crash
sues KCSO,
driver’s parents

Tyler Whetstone
Knoxville News Sentinel
USA TODAY NETWORK — TENNESSEE

The family of Conor Dolin, the 15-
year-old boy who was killed in a sin-
gle-vehicle wreck in South Knox Coun-
ty in 2022, is suing the Knox County
Sheriff’s Office and the family of the
underage and unlicensed driver.

The lawsuit, filed Feb. 23 in Knox
County Circuit Court, follows exten-
sive reporting by Knox News into the
mistake-filled initial investigation and
second investigation by the sheriff’s
office.

The Dolin family is accusing the
sheriff’s office of negligence after the
agency lost the initial investigative

See LAWSUIT, Page 7A

Winter Savings:

Exclusive Deals on Leafguard Gutters

VISA CARD

with your Leafguard purchase!**

0% INTEREST

If Paid In Full Within 18 Months***
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Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper.

Enjoy every page by going to knoxnews.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device.
You will also find late news and sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

Call now for your FREE estimate
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