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ICE arrests worker lawfully in U.S.

Maryville HS graduate
was taken at work site

Tyler Whetstone
Knoxville News Sentinel
USA TODAY NETWORK - TENNESSEE

Attorneys for a Maryville man arrest-
ed at his job site by U.S. Immigration
and Custom Enforcement officers have
filed a habeas corpus petition challeng-
ing his incarceration, which they say is

unlawful.

Diego Hernandez Garcia was arrest-
ed Dec. 11 despite having been granted
deferred action allowing him to remain
in the United States with his immigra-
tion status to be determined at a future
date, attorney Rachel Bonano said.

ICE’s website makes clear that resi-
dents with deferred action are consid-
ered lawfully present in the U.S.: “An in-
dividual who has received deferred ac-
tion is authorized by DHS to be in the
United States for the duration of the de-

ferred action period.”

The El Salvador native has an order
of removal, Bonano said, from when he
was 14, but in the interim was granted
Special Immigrant Juvenile Status. He
later received deferred action to stay
through May 12, 2026.

The juvenile status is typically given
to minors who have been abused, aban-
doned or neglected by a parent, accord-
ing to ICE’s website. Once granted, re-
cipients are eligible for a permanent res-
ident card, commonly called a green

Fall grads carrylng Vol

More than 2,000 students graduated from the University of Tennessee on Dec. 12 as the fall semester
concludes. CAITIE MCMEKIN/NEWS SENTINEL

Meet three of nearly 2,100 UT graduates

Keenan Thomas Knoxville News Sentinel | USA TODAY NETWORK — TENNESSEE

This week marks the final chapter for nearly 2,100 University of Tennessee at
Knoxville students, and graduates walk away ready to make a difference in Ten-

nessee and beyond.

Before they crossed the stage Dec. 12, Knox News caught up with a handful of
new UT graduates who have big plans as they step into their careers: caring for
expecting mothers through high-risk pregnancies, launching a nonprofit and com-
bining military service with technical knowledge to continue pursuing excellence.

See GRADUATES, Page 3A
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card, though that process is not imme-
diate.

Hernandez Garcia, 24, was arrested
while working at a Hardin Valley con-
struction site. He was not charged with
a crime.

“He is a Maryville High School gradu-
ate. No criminal record. A member of a
local church. Event after explaining all
of this, ICE refused to release him,” Bo-
nano said in a text.

See ICE ARREST, Page 4A
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SEC stars
will visit
Neyland
in 2026

Kiffin, Manning among
big names Vols to host

Adam Sparks
Knoxville News Sentinel
USA TODAY NETWORK - TENNESSEE

Tennessee football will host Lane
Kiffin, Alex Golesh and possibly Arch
Manning at Neyland Stadium in the
2026 season.

UT’s opponents for the next four
seasons were previously announced.
On Dec. 11, the SEC released the dates
of every conference game, providing
the full picture of the 2026 schedule.

Game times and television designa-
tions will be announced later.

See SCHEDULE, Page 4A

Fireworks go off over Neyland
Stadium as Tennessee runs through
the “T” before an SEC game against
Mississippi State in Knoxville on
Nov. 9, 2024.
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