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Tennessee spends more on stu-
dents who receive taxpayer-funded
school vouchers to pay for private
school than it doeson theaveragepub-
lic school student, new state data
shows.
Datapresented to theStateBoardof

Education broke down per-pupil state
spending for the 2025-26 school year
based on the Tennessee Investment in
Student Achievement formula. The
student-based formula took eff�ect in
2023, marking the fi�rst revision in 30
years.
Tennessee’s controversial new

school vouchers, known as Education
Freedom Scholarships, worth $7,295
were earmarked for 20,000 students
statewide for this school year.
The data presented to the board

showed state spending in public
schools comes out to $7,023 per stu-
dent. Thatmeans the state is spending
$272 more on voucher recipients than
the average public school student this
year.
Gov. Bill Lee has championed the

voucher expansion, saying it empow-
ers more parents to access diff�erent
education options for their children.
The expansion was met with opposi-
tion and delays for years but passed
earlier this year during a short special
legislative session.
According to a state estimate re-

leased ahead of the session, the
voucher program will cost at least $1.1
billion in its fi�rst fi�ve years.
Along with state funding, Tennes-

see school districts also receive local
and federal funding for students.
Overall per-pupil spending varies

Cost of
vouchers
exceeds
per-pupil
spending
Program could cost TN
$1.1B in fi�rst fi�ve years

Rachel Wegner
For the Knoxville News Sentinel
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Gov. Bill Lee signs the school voucher
expansion bill at the Tennessee State
Capitol on Feb. 12.
NICOLE HESTER/THE TENNESSEAN

See VOUCHERS, Page 5A

Want to catch up on all things Vols?
Or maybe you want more East Tennes-
see news on the cities you love most?
Google’s got you covered.
Want to cut through thedigital clutter

and get right to the best source of local

news for Knoxville, Knox County and
East Tennessee? Google is making it
easier for you to fi�ndKnoxNews and our
unmatched coverage, including our
breaking news, investigative reports
and everything you need to know about
business growth and development, res-
taurants and retail and Tennessee ath-
letics.
Google recently launched a “pre-

ferred sources” feature that allowsusers
to feature their preferred news sites
within the Top Stories tab of Google
News.
“You can select your favorite sources

and stay up to date on the latest content
from the sites you follow and subscribe
to,” Google says.
Here’s howtoadd theKnoxvilleNews

Sentinel to your “preferred sources.”

Google’s ‘preferred sources’
feature explained

Launched on Aug. 12, the feature al-
lows you to curate and fi�lter your news
experience by source preference.
Any time you run a query, or a key-

word through the search engine, with

Add Knox News to Google’s ‘preferred sources’ site
Allison Kiehl
Knoxville News Sentinel
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See GOOGLE, Page 5A

Changes are coming to Chilhowee Park, and Tennessee Valley
Fair organizers are trying to fi�gure out how their event fi�ts into the
park’s new era after nearly 110 years.
Knoxville City Council members voted to allow The Muse chil-

dren’smuseum to take over the Jacob Building, a city-owned cen-
terpiece of the park and the fair, with construction starting next
year. And the city could sell nearly 13 acres of Chilhowee Park to
Emerald Youth Foundation for a sports complex.
Tennessee Valley Fair organizers have known since 2019 that

changes to the park were in the works, but they say they’ve had
little to no discussion with city leaders.
This not only makes it diffi�cult to develop a plan for the fair to

evolve with the park but also unfairly pits the fair against other
community groups with diff�ering interests, including The Muse,

Tennessee Valley Fair organizers say they’ve been left out
of planning for Chilhowee Park, the event’s home for 110 years

TOP: Between 100,000
and 250,000 people
attend the Tennessee
Valley Fair at
Chilhowee Park each
year. PHOTOS BY SAUL
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Fair’s share of the future
Devarrick Turner Knoxville News Sentinel | USA TODAY NETWORK – TENN.

This year’s Tennessee
Valley Fair will be
Sept. 5-14. The fair’s
lease with the city
runs through 2029 but
only guarantees use
of the park through
fall 2026.See FAIR, Page 5A


